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Dear Parishioners and friends of St. Louise,

It is truly a joy to be able to offer a few personal thoughts with you in this edition of The Saint Louise Herald.  
Since arriving in our parish over the summer, both Fr. Larry and I have received a very warm welcome and 
have had so many opportunities to get to know this wonderful and vibrant community.   I must share with you 
that some of the most humbling and beautiful moments in the life of a parish priest are those which are all but 
hidden.  In speaking with people one on one:  in the confessional, in the hospital, at the funeral home or at other 
quiet meetings, we have a particular privilege of standing by others and bringing them to Christ.  I am constantly 
encouraged and deeply impressed by the faith which I recognize in the people I meet every day.  I am always 
grateful for the witness of their recognition of the Lord’s presence.

As we are all busily preparing to celebrate Christmas, most of us will permit ourselves a few moments to 
contemplate the scene which never fails to warm our hearts: Mary and Joseph keeping watch by the humble 
manger which holds the newborn Christ Child.  Who of us hasn’t wished to travel in mind and heart to the 
stable at Bethlehem to join angels and shepherds in their adoration and to find peace in the company of the Holy 
Family?  Celebrating the birth of the Lord Jesus and telling this story of God making his home with us reminds 
us that the opportunities to welcome the Lord Jesus among us are never exhausted.

I know that so many people encounter Christ at St. Louise Parish, as I have, in our worship, in quiet prayer, in 
learning, and in service.  May He continue to bless us as together we seek to grow in Faith, Hope and Charity.

Offering my sincere wishes for a Joyous Christmas and many Blessings in the New Year, I am

Yours in Christ,

Father Joseph E. Sioli
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Relaxed and reflective, Fr. Joe sits 
at our dining room table and enters 
into conversation with this St. Louise 
family. Entering into conversation 
and getting to know people in order 
to bring them closer to Christ is the 
hallmark of the Oratorian charism 
and tradition of its founding father, 
St. Philip Neri. Fr. Joe spent nearly 
15 years (9 as a priest) as a member 
of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri 
before becoming a diocesan priest of 
Pittsburgh in 2006. “Even though I’m 
a diocesan priest now, I still believe 
that charism is part of how I live out 
the priesthood,” says Fr. Joe.

Installed at St. Louise de Marillac 
on July 21, 2013 by Bishop Zubik, 
our new pastor had first discovered 
his priestly vocation with the 
Oratorian fathers at the University 
of Pittsburgh, where he did his 
undergraduate studies. The 
Pittsburgh Oratory oversees the 
campus ministry for both Pitt and 
Carnegie Mellon University. A native 
of South Jersey, Fr. Joe was already 
a Pirates fan (yes, that’s right, before 
they made the play offs) and in time 
became a follower of the Penguins. 
After graduating in 1992, he remained 
in Pittsburgh to begin his priestly 
formation with the Oratorians, 
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BY collEEN RAINoNE

Joseph Sioli

because as he retells it, “Pittsburgh 
felt more like home to me.”

He did his seminary studies at 
St. Vincent’s in Latrobe and was 
ordained a priest on April 5, 1997. 
His first priestly assignment was 
as a parochial vicar at St. Paul 
Cathedral in Oakland for a little 
more than two years, before joining 
the campus ministry staff at the 
Newman Center for Oakland’s 
university students. He enjoyed 
his work in campus ministry and 
of fostering that gift of “getting 
to know people in their own 
element,” but kept thinking in the 
back of his mind that he was meant 
to serve as a diocesan parish priest. 
That change would come when the 
diocese itself was going through a 
transition: Bishop Wuerl’s departure 
and Bishop Zubik’s return. In 
retrospect, it was propitious that 
his “transitional parish” was none 
other than St. Louise de Marillac, 
where he resided for two months 
in the summer of 2006 until he 
was assigned to St. Therese of 
Lisieux Parish in Munhall. After 
two subsequent assignments at St. 
Francis Cabrini, Center Township, 
Beaver County and Immaculate 
Conception, Washington, 

Fr. Joe was named the pastor 
of  St. Raphael’s in Pittsburgh’s 
Morningside in July 2010.

Every life transition takes some 
personal adjustment, and taking 
on the responsibility of a large, 
active parish, like St. Louise, can 
certainly be daunting. However, 
Fr. Joe’s approach is to take time 
to get to know the people he is 
here to serve. “By entering into a 
sincere dialogue with each other, 
we can better enter into a deeper 
relationship with Christ,” he says. 
Of course, it doesn’t hurt to have a 
good sense of humor, when facing 
challenges, too. With a sheepish 
grin Fr. Joe relates how Fr. Mike 
Caridi came back to “check in” and 
see how he was doing. Fr. Joe says, 
“I told him, ‘I still wake up happy 
every morning; but I have to admit, 
by the end of some days I’m a little 
stressed.’ He says the good news is 
that Fr. Mike left the parish in good 
shape, and that there are a lot of 
energetic, generous people willing 
to help.

When asked what his hopes are 
as the new pastor of St. Louise he 
says, “I look forward to getting to 
know the people of the parish and 
making St. Louise my home.”

Fr.
Entering into Conversation with St. Louise

MEET FATHER JOE
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MEET FATHER LARRY

Q: When you were in school and people asked you what you 
wanted to be when you grow up, what did you answer?  

A: When I was a freshman and sophomore in high school, 
I thought for sure that I was going to study law.  But, in my 
junior year, I took my first class in computer programming… 
and that changed my mind completely!  I thought that I would 
like to become a computer engineer, designing computers 
(although later, I decided that I enjoyed working with 
computer software).

Q: When did you change your mind?  What made you 
change your mind? How did you know you wanted to 
become a priest?  

A: I thought about the priesthood when I was about 14 or so, 
but I think I was looking for a bolt of lightning from the sky 
to help me make my decision.  When I didn’t get a decisive 
physical sign from God, I decided that maybe He didn’t want 
me to be a priest, but rather, a husband and father.  (I really 
had *no* idea about vocations and discernment back then!)

Q: How do you know if you are being called to the priesthood 
or religious life? When you pray, how does God answer?

A: For me, I didn’t know ‘for sure’ the whole time I was in 
seminary.  Instead, what I felt sure of was that God wanted me 
to discern a possible vocation.  The calmness of knowing that 
I was putting it in God’s hands, and letting God show me what 
He wanted for me (through my experiences) was what really 
helped me know that I was on the right path!

Q: You have been a priest for a few months.  What are the 
biggest challenges you have encountered?

A: Getting used to the schedule!  When people used to tell 
us, as seminarians, that it would take a while to get used to the 
daily schedule, I laughed to myself: “what’s the big deal?” I’d 
think to myself. “I’ve worked for 20 years; this can’t be much 
different!”   Oh, was I surprised -- it really is more like the 24/7 
responsibility of being a parent than it is like the 50-60 hour 
week of an employee in a professional environment!

Q: What are your talents and how do you plan to  
share them at STL?

A: I really love Scripture and I love to teach, so I’m hoping 
that I’ll be able share my love of Scripture with the 
parish.  Sometimes, as Catholics, we can forget how important 
Scripture is in our lives -- after all, a Catholic’s faith life 
includes prayer, and the sacraments, and Mass.  But, once 

we understand the way that the Old Testament and New 
Testament fit together so well, and how they stand hand-in-
hand and point to God’s love for us and His desire for us to be 
with Him in heaven, that it really just amazes you!  Hopefully, 
I can help some people find that feeling of amazement with 
God’s Word in their lives!

Q: I understand that you are looking forward to 
sacramental ministry - the Eucharist and reconciliation 
as well as evangelization and catechesis. What words of 
encouragement could give to someone who has not been to 
confession for many years?

A: After not having gone to confession for quite a while, the 
prospect of returning to the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
seems pretty intimidating: we think about having to walk into 
the confessional alone, and about having to face the prospect 
of admitting out loud to another person those weaknesses 
that we have (and which we don’t even want to think about 
to ourselves!).  But, to my mind, all that pales in comparison: 
when I walk out of confession, all I can remember is those 
words - ‘I absolve you from your sins’, ‘The Lord has freed you 
from your sins, go in peace!’ - and how knowing that I have 
God’s forgiveness makes all the difference!

Q: You have a lot of Computer background and 
experience, so let’s talk tech.  How do you think the the 
use of computers and technology can help with the new 
evangelization?

A: I think that technology can be leveraged to share the 
teachings of the Church.  I remember, back in the 70s, 
that everyone was talking about Vatican II, but as far as I 
could tell, no one had easy access to the documents of the 
Council.  Today, we have access to all of the official documents 
of the Church -- in fact, every interview the Pope gives and 
every homily he delivers is available almost immediately!

Q: How should we prepare for Christmas?

A: We do lots of ‘big’ things to prepare for Christmas: buying 
gifts, decorating, making travel plans.  For each of these things, 
I think we should also set aside time to help those for whom 
the Christmas season can be difficult or lonely.  We spent some 
time shopping for gifts?  OK, then… we should spend some 
time reaching out to someone who doesn’t have anyone to buy 
gifts for.  We spent a lot of effort decorating?  OK, we should 
spend some time visiting someone who’s no longer able to 
decorate their own home.  We made travel plans? We should 
visit someone who won’t be receiving a visit from far-away 
family members this Christmas!

BY ZEE ANN PoERIo, comPUTER TEAcHER AT STl

St. Louise de Marillac Parish is pleased to welcome Fr. Lawrence Adams,  as parochial vicar. Fr. Larry earned a 
degree in computer science from the University of Pittsburgh, worked at Mellon Bank, RPS/FedEx Ground as 
a programmer, taught computer programming, worked as a consultant and an analyst in the field of energy. 
Ordained on June 29, 2013, at St. Paul Cathedral, Fr. Larry has been a priest for just a few months, but has 
already made a lasting impression on the students, teachers, and parishioners with his thought provoking 
homilies, his friendliness, and genuine support of the school. I had the chance to meet with Father Larry in 
the computer lab to ask him some questions and here are his responses.

An Interview With Fr. Larry 
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S a v E  T H E  D a T E !
 

Jubilee Reunion
ST. LouISE DE MarILLaC SCHooL

50TH annIvErSarY CELEbraTIon MaSS

Saturday, March 15, 2014,  
on the Feast Day of St. Louise

Mass at 6:00 p.m.
Dinner immediately following 

 at St. Clair Country Club

 

Want to be added to our mailing list? Please email losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org.



Religious 
Education 

Program Update

Each year, the St. Louise Religious Education 
program serves 700 families, with 46 class offerings 
and four different sessions, as well as a home 
school option. Its staff achieves this with the help 
of over 80 volunteers, including adults and middle 
and high school students.  

The St. Louise Religious Education program 
is blessed not only with a dedicated group 
of volunteers, but also with the generosity of 
parishioners.  This was especially evident in 
October, when the Religious Education program 
joined with the Sew I May Serve youth sewing 
ministry to collect toiletry items for Family Promise 
of Southwestern Pennsylvania. Formerly known as 
the Interfaith Hospitality Network, Family Promise 
is an all-volunteer, nationwide organization that 
provides shelter, support, and a sense of dignity 
for homeless families as they work to get back 
on their feet.  The sewing ministry constructed 
tote bags to hold toiletries, and the students 
attending the Wednesday and Thursday classes 
provided toiletries to fill them.  The response was 
so overwhelming that after all of the tote bags 
were filled, there were enough extra items that 
they will be included in boxes prepared for 
the holidays  for other needy families with the 
coordination of Sister Faith.

BY lYNN lAcHUT AND cARlA WIlDING
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Participants in the 
religious education 
program should be on 
the lookout for more 
communication in the 
form of “e-blasts.”

As the St. Louise Religious Education program 
transitioned to a new school year, its staff 
underwent some transitions as well. While Lynn 
Lachut has remained as the coordinator, assistants 
Beverly Bauer and Karen Korpiel retired after many 
years of service, leaving a large void. Thankfully, 
the Holy Spirit intervened. Lisa Ruggieri joined 
the program from St. Benedict’s Faith Formation 
office, bringing her extensive experience in 

running a large 
program. Given 
her knowledge 
of the computer 
system, 
participants in  
the religious 
education 
program should 
be on the 
lookout for more 
communication 

in the form of “e-blasts.”  Susan Browning joined 
the program from another neighboring parish, 
St. Valentine, and will provide additional help in 
curriculum and classroom activities.  

CCD



We are grateful to all of our Religious Education families 
for their ongoing, enthusiastic support.

At press time, the Religious Education program had collected:
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51 
packages 
of diapers

64
boxes of 

baby wipes

96
deodorant

sticks

27
bottles of

body lotion

85
bottles of
body wash

32
bottles of
shampoo/

conditioner

109
kids’

toothbrushes



I love St.Louise School because...

Seeing those smiling faces each morning as they enter the building makes my day. ~ Mr. Klase, Principal

I love my teacher and the Principal. I also love how we get to learn about Jesus. ~ 2nd grade student

It’s a place full of happiness, friendship, surprises, and love for God. ~ 5th grade student

Each kid accepts me for who I am. ~ 8th grade student

Full day and half day classes are available. 
Prospective Kindergarten students must be 5 years old by 
September 1st. 

To register your child, please bring:
•	 your	child’s	original	Birth	Certificate
•	 your	child’s	original	Baptismal	Certificate	(unless	baptized	at	St.	Louise)
•	 your	child’s	immunization	record
•	 $50.00	registration	fee	per	child		(non-refundable	and	non-applicable)

A  C u L t u r E  o F  h I g h  A C h I E v E m E n t  F o S t E r E d 

I n  F A I t h . . . k n o W L E d g E . . . d I S C I p L I n E .

open House: Tuesday, January 28, 2014 (6:30pm - 8:30pm)

Please join us during Catholic Schools Week on Tuesday, January 28th from 6:30pm - 8:30 pm for our 
Open House , Ice Cream Social and Book Fair. This is a wonderful opportunity for your family to tour our 
school and meet our teachers.

If you would like to schedule a private tour, please call the school office at 412.835.0600 to set up an 
appointment with our Principal, Mr. Ken Klase.

Kindergarten Registration:

monday, February 3, 2014 
(9:00am - 12:00pm & 6:30pm - 8:00pm)

Tuesday, February 4th 
(9:00am - 12:00pm

•	Serves	500	students	in	
Kindergarten through  
8th grade

•	Full	day	and	half	day	
Kindergarten available

•	Before	care	and	after	care	
programs available for all 
students

•	Tuition	assistance 
is available

•	Students consistently 
score above national norms 
on standardized tests

•	SMARTboards	in 
every classroom

•	iMac	computer	lab 
and multiple PCs in 
every classroom

•	Wide	variety	of	athletics 
and extra-curricular 
activity programs

•	Dedicated	faculty 
and administrators

8   WINTER 2013  |  THE ST. loUISE HERAlD



Merry Christmas  
from our family to yours! 

SETON-LA SALLE 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

 

SERVE...LEAD...SUCCEED 
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FAITH
BY JASoN ZYcH 

Entering the room felt like walking onto the 
set of MTV Unplugged. Middle school teens 
milled about, waiting for the good times to 
begin. It was October 26th and they were at 
St. Paul Seminary to help close out the Year 
of Faith at the Middle School Faith Rally. 

More than 200 young people, along 
with parents and chaperones, attended 
the event. St. Louise’s group of 45 
teens comprised a quarter of those in 
attendance. The night of music, comedy 
and storytelling by musician Ben Walther 
was sponsored by the Department for 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry. 

The night began with pop songs that  are 
relevant to the teens, and then transitioned 
into worship songs. After a brief snack 
break, the teens came back together and 
heard a powerful message from Ben. “The 
only way to let God into your heart is to 
invite him in,” Walther told the teens. 
“God can really do the things he says he 
can. Jesus can make all things new.” He 
emphasized the importance of turning to 
Jesus, because, as we get older, the stakes 
get higher. If we anchor ourselves to Jesus, 
He can bring healing to all our hurts. 

The night left the teens empowered and 
excited to live their faith at their schools 
and homes!

YOUTH MINISTRY
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The only way to let 

God into your heart 

is to invite him in.



In November, 20 of our high school 
teens experienced an unforgettable 
weekend retreat called #GoodNews. 
The world is often filled with bad 
news. We hear so much about wars, 
natural disasters, divorces, break-ups, 
heartbreak, and poverty; however, there 
really is good news! You may not see it 
online, on the nightly news, or on social 
media, but it is there. The good news is 
that Christ has come to redeem us. 

Jesus said, “In the world, you will 
have trouble, but take courage, I have 
conquered the world.” (John 16:33) It is 
through our faith in Jesus that darkness 
is scattered by light, hate is transformed 
into love, and bad news becomes good 
news! Our teens have been transformed 
by this experience of grace and 
encounter with the Lord. 

Throughout the course of the 
weekend, our teens listened to great 
speakers take them on a journey 
through the gospel message:  God 
created us in His image and likeness; 
we sinned and messed everything 
up; Jesus came humbly to restore us 
to our maker; and He established a 
church in which we have the tools to 

help us be with Him in heaven forever! What good 
news! The teens had a time of Eucharistic adoration 
and the opportunity to participate in the Sacrament 
of Penance. Our teens’ experience on Fall Retreat 
gave them a better relationship with our Lord and 
with one another.
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John West
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St. LouiSe de MariLLac catHoLic ScHooL

Fifty years ago, the students who attended St. Louise de Marillac 
School looked out of their classroom windows and started to see the 
seasons changing.  the air began getting cooler as they waited for 
the bus and they had to remember to bring their jackets for recess.  
Fifty years later, children are still filling those same classrooms and 

looking out the same windows at the changing seasons.
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Celebrating 50 Years!
BY GINA mclEAN



1963
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Fifty years is a long time and 
changes occur naturally over 
the lifetime of a school, but 
some things haven’t changed.  
Kids still burst out of their buses 
and cars, slinging their stuffed 
backpacks over their shoulders.  
They still fill the morning 
hallways with the childhood 
chatter of what happened in 
their lives the night before.  
They are quiet for morning 
prayers; they raise their hands 
to answer questions; and 
they still bite their lower lips 
when working hard on their 
penmanship.  Their voices are 
loud in the cafeteria and they 
always giggle at a good joke.  

As the students were decades 
ago, they are the scientists, 
mathematicians, authors and 
creators of our tomorrows.  
They have a desire to belong, 
to be accepted, to make a 
difference, and to be heard.  
And just like fifty years ago, the 
students are the reason the 
school exists.

While the essence of our school 
is fundamentally unchanged, 
several positive changes have 
evolved as the decades have 
ticked by. Advancements in 
educational technology have 
pushed us to the front of 
the curve under the careful 

guidance of our knowledgeable 
educators.  Our school is 
fortunate to have curriculum-
enhancing technology like iMac 
and PC computers, SMART 
Boards, Kindles, Tablets, and 
iPads.  These state-of-the-art 
devices are used to produce 
everything from live-streamed 
morning announcements to 
virtual Stations of the Cross 
during Lent. There is a security 
system and cameras at the 
doors. Driver’s licenses are 
scanned to enter the building, 
while fingerprints are scanned 
to deduct payments from 
lunch accounts. Students check 

October 21, 1962

Father Shonhardt 
presides over a 
groundbreaking 
ceremony for a new 
church and school.

September 1963

School opens for students with 
room for 3 classes, one in each 
first, second and third grade. 
On the first day, students are 
without chairs for their desks. 
The inconveniences are minor 
and the important event of 
providing a school for religious 
education is accomplished.

May 25, 1961

The St. Louise 
de Marillac 
parish is 
established.

1960s

1963

Sister Leona
is the first 
Principal of the 
new school.

December 25, 1963

On Christmas day, the 
first mass is held in the 
newly completed 
church, which is now 
the school gymnasium.

May 17, 1964

Bishop John Wright presides 
over the dedication of the new 
school and church.

1966

School expansion is 
completed, allowing 
the addition of a music 
room and science lab.

June 1969

First eighth grade 
class graduates.

1970s

June 1971

The first class to 
begin first grade 
and finish all 
eight years at STL 
graduates.

1980s

August 23, 1981

After 20 years of 
the “temporary” 
church located in 
the modern-day 
gymnasium, 
Bishop Leonard 
presides over the 
dedication of the 
new church.

1990s 2000s

January 25, 2004

LeGras Parish 
center is 
completed,
along with a new 
athletic field away 
from traffic on 
McMurray Rd.

2006

Mr. Ken Klase 
becomes 
the current 
Principal.

2013

2013

Over $1 million has 
been invested in the 
school to allow for a 
new computer lab, 
completely renovated 
cafeteria, science lab, 
library, and art room, 
remodeled classrooms, 
and new technology 
for the students.



2013
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for homework assignments 
on teacher Web sites and 
communicate with teachers 
by email from home.  We 
embrace the ability to use these 
technological advancements 
to supplement the curriculum 
while continuing to emphasize 
the core Gospel values on 
which St. Louise de Marillac 
School was founded. 

Close to 20,000 students have 
graduated from St. Louise 
de Marillac School over the 
years.  Those thousands of 
students have fanned out in 
all directions, making their 

marks while taking a little of 
this school with them.  They 
all have met with successes 
and disappointments, joy and 
sorrow, love and rejection, 
courage and fear.  They have 
surmounted obstacles and 
danced in celebrations. We 
feel their spirits in the hallways, 
in the books they may have 
held in the library, in the gym 
they used to play in, and in the 
sound of laughter that their 
own children now share with us. 

Over the decades, change 
has come gradually and as 
needed.  What makes St. 

Louise de Marillac so special is 
that the solid foundation of the 
school remains undisturbed.  
Our students’ days are rooted 
in the demonstration of our 
Catholic faith.  We still adhere 
to the values of kindness 
and acceptance, education 
and discipline, along with 
leadership and a moral 
compass.  The winds of time 
do indeed create change, but 
the stability of our foundation 
is what makes St. Louise de 
Marillac School continue to 
stand strong. 

October 21, 1962

Father Shonhardt 
presides over a 
groundbreaking 
ceremony for a new 
church and school.

September 1963

School opens for students with 
room for 3 classes, one in each 
first, second and third grade. 
On the first day, students are 
without chairs for their desks. 
The inconveniences are minor 
and the important event of 
providing a school for religious 
education is accomplished.

May 25, 1961

The St. Louise 
de Marillac 
parish is 
established.

1960s

1963

Sister Leona
is the first 
Principal of the 
new school.

December 25, 1963

On Christmas day, the 
first mass is held in the 
newly completed 
church, which is now 
the school gymnasium.

May 17, 1964

Bishop John Wright presides 
over the dedication of the new 
school and church.

1966

School expansion is 
completed, allowing 
the addition of a music 
room and science lab.

June 1969

First eighth grade 
class graduates.

1970s

June 1971

The first class to 
begin first grade 
and finish all 
eight years at STL 
graduates.

1980s

August 23, 1981

After 20 years of 
the “temporary” 
church located in 
the modern-day 
gymnasium, 
Bishop Leonard 
presides over the 
dedication of the 
new church.

1990s 2000s

January 25, 2004

LeGras Parish 
center is 
completed,
along with a new 
athletic field away 
from traffic on 
McMurray Rd.

2006

Mr. Ken Klase 
becomes 
the current 
Principal.

2013

2013

Over $1 million has 
been invested in the 
school to allow for a 
new computer lab, 
completely renovated 
cafeteria, science lab, 
library, and art room, 
remodeled classrooms, 
and new technology 
for the students.



PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL

MEET YOUR PARISH 
FINANCE COUNCIL

ruTH CoYLE
Ruth Coyle has been a Finance 
Council member for the past 
three years, bringing expertise 
from her pre-retirement years 
as a billing manager for a law 
office. She and her husband, 
William P. Coyle, MD, have 
been parishioners at St. Louise 
since 1984. They have two 
children and six grandchildren. 
Ruth has also served our parish 
as a Eucharistic Minister and 
is a former president of Parish 
Council and former chairperson 
of the Worship Committee. In 
addition, she and her husband 
have assisted in marriage 
preparation classes and pre-
Baptism classes for 12 years. 

JIM DuffY
Jim Duffy has served St. Louise as 
a member of the Finance Council 
since being appointed several 
years ago by Fr. Reardon. Along 
with Jim Will, Jim co-chaired the 
fund drive to retire the church 
and rectory debt, as well as the 
fund drive for the construction 
of LeGras Parish Center Jim 
is a past president of Parish 
Council and former member 
of the Men’s Golf League. Jim 
earned a Bachelor’s degree 
from Franciscan University and 
works in steel sales. He and 
his wife, Sandy, parishioners 
since 1974, have three children, 
Molly, Megan, and Bridget, and 
five grandchildren, Evie, Lily, 
Sebastian, Teddy, and Annabelle.

GabE HuDoCk
The president of Alumisource 
Corporation, Gabe Hudock has 
served on the Finance Council 
for the past five years and was a 
member of the parish’s building 
Renovation Committee. He and 
his wife, Gloria, parishioners 
since 1999, have three children. 
Meghan, a graduate of St. 
Louise, is the Italian teacher at 
Oakland Catholic High School; 
John is a junior at Duquesne 
University; and Stephen is in the 
8th grade at St. Louise. 
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rICHarD r. SoEDEr
A parishioner at St. Louise since 
1983, Richard Soeder has been 
on the Finance Council for six 
years. He has also served as 
the Men’s Fish Fry Sponsor 
chairman, a Bingo volunteer, 
and JV boys’ basketball 
coach. Richard is a Senior Vice 
President/Senior Relationship 
Manager at PNC Wealth 
Management. He earned 
his Bachelor’s of Business 
Administration from the 
University of Notre Dame. He 
and his wife, Barbara, have four 
children, Tricia, Richard Joseph, 
Kathryn (Katie), and Patrick, as 
well as three grandchildren.

JoHn WEST  
John West and his wife, Cynthia, have been actively involved with St. 
Louise School and Parish since joining the parish in 1988.  They have three 
children. Emily Cocores and Julia West McGinley both graduated from St. 
Louise, and Benjamin attended through 5th grade. Cynthia refers to St. 
Louise as John’s second home, and he considers it an honor to be a part 
of the St. Louise family of believers. John is a past president of the School 
Advisory Board, served on the Parish Council, and remains active in the 
Men’s Fish Fry Group. He was appointed to the Finance Council under Fr. 
Albert. An independent representative and consultant, John has over 30 
years experience in developing and designing wood finishes for residential 
and kitchen cabinet markets in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and 
Illinois. He currently serves on the executive board of the Color Marketing 
Group as its Vice President in charge of Color Forecasting.

JaMES WILL
Jim Will, who retired following 
40 years in the steel business 
and six years as president of 
Saint Vincent College, has 
served on the Finance Council 
since 1987. Jim is a graduate 
of Saint Vincent College, Penn 
State University, and Duquesne 
University. He and his wife, 
Mary Ellen, have been married 
for 49 years and have been St. 
Louise parishioners since 1982. 
The couple has two children, 
Mary Beth and Kerry, who are 
both graduates of St. Louise, 
and two grandchildren, Carter 
and Mary Grace. 
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Mosites Construction Company 
Proudly Sponsors

4839 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205         
(412) 923-2255     www.mosites.com 
For Additional Information Contact:
Mark Edgar – marke@mosites.com 

General Contractor/Construction Manager
Commercial New Construction, Additions and Interiors

■ An educational program rooted in the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

■ All Bishop Canevin freshmen receive an iPad for educational & personal use  

■ Since 2010, a class average of $7.3 million in college scholarships has been awarded 

■ Over 90% of students participate in 15 varsity sports and 30 student clubs / activities 

■ Bishop Canevin students can earn up to 48 college credits while in high school  

For information | Mrs. Marianne Reinhart  (412) 922-7400 ext. 28 | 2700 Morange Rd.  Pgh., PA 15205 | bishopcanevin.org  



For many of us who were brought up Catholic in the ‘60s, 
‘70s, and ‘80s, the practice of Eucharistic Adoration may 
seem a bit foreign and befuddling.  It certainly once was 
for me.  In this article, I hope to shed light on why many 

of us were never acquainted with the practice and explain 
the what, why and how of Adoration. 

BY REBEccA PETTIGREW

OCome Let Us Adore Him
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which effects communion among believers in and 
with Christ, somehow making us the body of Christ 
from within the context of the Mass. While this 
sounded good, the fullness of its meaning was lost 
when two other aspects of the Blessed Sacrament 
were not also acknowledged:  The Eucharist is not 
only a sacred means of Communion, but is also 
Christ’s Sacrifice and the gift of His Real Presence to 
his beloved people.

In the ancient practice of Adoration, the Church and 
her members keep vigil over this profound trinity of 
sacred truths about Christ’s gift to his Church.  To 
acknowledge the full reality of this holy Sacrament 
, to kneel before it in reverent, grateful prayer, is to 
keep the treasure that is Eucharist from crumbling 
like so much ordinary bread in the minds and heart 
of Christ’s Church. 

It took this writer a long while to realize that the 
reason that I and so many other Catholics had no 
experience of or appreciation for the practice of 
Adoration was that those who taught us about the 
communion aspect of Eucharist  had forgotten, 
(and in some cases decidedly rejected), the other 
two aspects of this Sacrament.  No wonder the 
practice of Adoration went by the wayside!  What 
is adorable about a symbol?  But the Blessed 
Sacrament is in fact Christ Himself, the one who 
changed and continues to change the world, 
one soul at a time.  And as today’s Catholics are 
reawakened to this shocking, glorious truth about 
the central treasure of their Catholic inheritance, it is 
no wonder that Adoration in parishes is on the rise.

Adoration Found:   
The What, Why and How of 
Eucharistic Adoration:
The Mass is, as the Church teaches, “the source 
and summit of the Church’s life”.  Receiving Holy 
Communion is the supreme act of Adoration.  
When we receive His body, blood, soul and divinity 
intimately into our own selves, we become  
living tabernacles, holy dwelling places of 
 the Lord.  This has been understood from  
the time of the Apostles.  In that sense,  
Adoration is as old as the Church. We consume  
Him so that He may consume us as a blazing 
 fire of Divine, Merciful, Love. There are other  

Adoration Lost 
Born in the ‘60s and raised Catholic, I only first 
encountered Adoration on a visit to a Trappist 
Monastery as a 20-year-old spiritual seeker.  I still 
remember seeing the humble host upon the Altar 
encased in a Monstrance gloriously adorned with 
gilded rays blazing outward.  I had never seen such 
a thing and didn’t even know what a Monstrance 
was.  I figured it was something peculiar to the 
liturgical life of the monastery.  Still, I was struck by 
the silence, reverence, and beauty of the scene. 
The adorers knelt in humble awe and prayer.  I was 
quickly snapped out of any deeper appreciation of 
the moment, however, when the theology professor 
who witnessed it with me disdainfully clucked her 
tongue as though we were observing some foolish 
spectacle at which I ought to take offense.  I took 
her lead and dutifully made a brisk exit.

Ten years went by without my having another 
thought about the practice of Adoration in the 
form of Eucharistic Exposition.  I occasionally saw it 
mentioned in some of the bulletins of various parishes 
I attended.  Did I ever go?  No.  The clucking of the 
professor’s tongue continued to chastise me for even 
thinking about it. Apparently, it was beneath me as 
a theologically trained person to do such a thing, 
though I could not explain why.  I just assumed, based 
on that first experience, that it was some antiquated 
tradition best left to the “less enlightened”. 

To be painfully frank, it took this rather slow-
learning (and prideful) lover of God many, many 
years to realize that I, like many fellow Catholics, 
was only acquainted with a slim and pale portion 
of the Church’s teaching on Eucharist.  I had been 
taught that Eucharist is a shared, grace-filled meal, 
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It is understood, as Pope Benedict XVI explained, 
to be the prolongation of the Holy Mass.  First and 
foremost, Adoration is the appropriate response 
of man before God.  It is right and good in itself 
to offer adoring worship to God.  But beyond this, 
when we go to Him and see Him face to face, and 
open ourselves to dialogue and intimate encounter 
with him, it is, as Pope Benedict said,  “impossible 
not to be changed”.  People who make a habit 
of Eucharistic adoration experience a deepening 
intimacy with Christ, which leads them to want to 
cooperate with His graces through repentance, and 
to remove impediments to further intimacy with Him 
through more frequent reception of the sacraments. 
Increased reverence for God and for life, as well as 
increased charity and peace, are some of the most 
wonderful fruits of Eucharistic devotion. The saints 
are the embodied proof of this.

Aside from the personal benefits, as Blessed Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta wrote, Adoration “brings us 
greater love for Jesus, for each other, and for the 
poor” and “opens up the floodgates of God’s 
merciful Love upon the world”.   In this way, the 
personal fruits of the encounter with Christ have a 
profound effect on the world – indeed, a radically 
transformative one.  Soon to be canonized Pope 
John Paul II recognized this and dedicated much 
of his papacy to “rekindling Eucharistic amazement 
so that the world would be transformed by this gift 
of Love.  Additionally, it should not be forgotten 
that the time spent before the Blessed Sacrament 
is a sacrifice that we can offer on behalf of others, 
including those who refuse the love of God or do 
not know Him.  As Bishop Fulton Sheen wrote:  “A 
Holy Hour is not a devotion; it is a sharing in the 
work of redemption”.

forms of Adoration, too.  We adore Christ every 
time we genuflect before His presence in the 
tabernacle in a church.  We adore Him by making 
visits to church outside of mass and spending time 
praying before the tabernacle, opening our hearts 
to Him.  We adore Him when we pray the Rosary or 
other formal or informal prayers in His presence.  

Aside from this, Adoration of the Sacrament outside 
of mass was already prevalent by the Eleventh 
Century.  This consisted of adoring the Sacrament 
while it was reposed in the tabernacle.  Some of 
the roots of what we now do during Exposition, 
in which the Sacred host is removed from the 
Tabernacle and placed in a Monstrance, and in 
the Rite of Benediction, which consists of the 
Priest pronouncing a blessing over those present 
at Adoration with the elevated Monstrance, date 
back to the 13th Century. At this time, Pope 
Urban IV instituted the Feast of The Body of Christ 
(Feast of Corpus Christi).  In fact, it was he who 
commissioned Thomas Aquinas to compose the 
Eucharistic hymns we still sing today, in continuity 
with Adorers down through the ages, during the 
Rite of Benediction and Reposing of the Blessed 
Sacrament following Adoration. 

Aquinas’s hymns are recognized as some of the 
most beautiful in all of Catholic liturgy.  They 
elegantly express the Church’s unchangeable 
faith in the real, abiding presence of Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament. They also celebrate all three 
inseparable aspects of the Eucharist.   O Salutaris 
Hostia is an act of adoration of Christ the saving 
victim who opened the gates of heaven to sinners.  
It stresses the Eucharist as sacrifice.  Tantum Ergo 
Sacramentum is an act of adoration of the word 
made flesh, where faith provides what senses 
cannot perceive.  This hymn focuses on Christ’s 
real presence in the Sacrament.  And the Panis 
Angelicus is a hymn to Eucharist as Communion, 
where the lowly and poor are fed, banqueting on 
their incarnate Lord and King. 

Why Participate in  
Eucharistic Adoration?  
When Eucharist is properly understood as the real 
presence, the holy sacrifice, and as Communion, 
Adoration of the Eucharist outside of the context of 
the Mass begins to make perfect, beautiful sense.  
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How Should We Pray at 
Eucharistic Adoration? 
There is no one way to approach Adoration.  For 
some, kneeling before the Sacrament in silent 
meditation is most powerful and effective.  Others 
prefer traditional Catholic devotional practices, 
such as recitation of Catholic prayers, reading of 
Scripture, or praying of the rosary.  At no time 
should the Blessed Sacrament be left alone.  
There must always be at least one adorer present 
when the Sacrament is exposed.  When more than 
one adorer is present, it is acceptable to pray or 
sing appropriate hymns aloud together. 

It is a traditional practice for Catholics to devote 
a Holy Hour of Adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Though this amount of time is 
not required of us, this beloved discipline is 
encouraged by the Church and her myriad saints, 
based on Christ’s request of his disciples in the 
lonely agony of the garden as he trembled before 
His fate,  “Will you not spend one hour with me?”  

As Bishop Sheen, who made a Holy Hour every 
day, once remarked, it is not activity He asks of 
us, but companionship in his hour of need.  Can 
we make reparation through our sacrifice of time 
spent with Him in his dark hour of need, for those 
who have abandoned Him or who pay no heed to 
the miraculous gift of His great sacrifice and real 
presence among us?

Those seeking to adore Christ on any other day 
can always stop by for a visit with Him as he waits, 
hidden safely, silently, and wondrously in the 
Tabernacle every day and every night.  Experienced 
Adorers, particularly the Saints, assure us that even 
when we think we do not have time for such things, 
it is precisely then that we most need to make the 
time!  As in the miracle of the loaves and the fishes, 
God has a way of multiplying and magnifying even 
our most meager offerings.  Presenting ourselves to 
Him on bended knee in humble adoration, we are 
received by Him in joy.  In this encounter, we can 
offer ourselves, converse with him, be taught, loved, 
healed and led by Him who made us precisely for 
such glorious intimacy with Himself.  In this Holy 
season of Advent, why not steal away for a visit with 
Him?  Bring your family.  Bring Friends.  Come! Let 
us adore Him . . . and make a habit of it.

At St. Louise de Marillac parish, 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

for Adoration begins on Tuesdays 

after the 9:00 am Mass and 

continues throughout the day, 

closing with The Miraculous Medal 

novena and the solemnly beautiful 

Rite of Benediction at 8:00 pm.

Programs are available at the entrance 

of the church to help adorers follow 

along. The Sacrament is then reposed 

in the Tabernacle.   Worshippers may 

sign up beforehand for a Holy Hour of 

Adoration on Tuesdays by contacting 

the office or are welcome to just stop 

in the Church at any point on Tuesday 

to spend time in the Presence of the 

Exposed Sacrament.  Additionally, 

St. Louise offers the opportunity for 

Nocturnal Adoration on the First Friday 

of every month from 10:00 pm to 8:00 

am.  Please see the featured article on 

this very special practice of devotional 

sacrifice for further information. 
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octurnal  Adoration is a nighttime devotion 
to our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.  It is 
normally scheduled to begin at 10:00 pm 
on the evenings of the first Friday of each 
month and continues through the night until 
7:00 am Saturday morning. Members of the 
Nocturnal Adoration Society come to pray 
for one hour before the Lord, exposed to us 
in the monstrance.  Some members attend 
at specific hours each month, while most are 
in assigned groups whose hour rotates from 
10:00 pm to 7:00 am with each passing month.

Beginning in February 2014, Nocturnal 
Adoration Society members will host 
introductory sessions about the practice of 
Nocturnal Adoration.  Sessions will begin on 
first Fridays, from 9:30 to 10:00 pm just before 
the first hour begins.  Interested attendees 
would be invited to adore our Lord with the 
group assigned from 10:00 to 11:00 pm.  
Attendance at the session is not required to 
participate in adoration with assigned groups.

Come, experience His physical presence in 
the late watches of the night, reciting the very 
Psalms He prayed, “as was his custom.”  Dare 
to bring yourself deeper into the mystery of His 
presence, being led by the writings of our early 
Church Fathers and caught up in the history 
of Israel whose events prefigure this Bread of 
Angels.  Come, answer His challenge and draw 
near to adore Him:

BY HENRY RAINoNE
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What is
nocturnal 
Adoration?

                                “Could you 
           not keep watch with me        
                            for one hour?”

N
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The periodic rain could  
not dampen the spirits of  
the students of St. Louise  
de Marillac School who  
ran in the 11th annual  
Race for Education. 
The Race for Education is one of the 
school’s biggest fundraisers, designed 
to raise money through pledges from 
donors who sponsor each student who 
runs.  Training for the race begins at 
the very start of the school year, with 
the students focusing on running and 
general conditioning, as well as nutrition 
and healthy eating habits. The Race 
for Education raises over 
$85,000 for the school.The 
benefits of the Race for Education extend 
beyond fundraising. The enthusiasm, 
excitement and camaraderie that Race 
Day creates are equally important. 
Each classroom is assigned a country 
and a color. These international teams, 
dressed in their individual colors, 
parade onto the course cheering wildly 
for themselves and all the other teams.  
Parents and friends line the race route 
and urge on the students during each 
heat of the race.

As they run in this race that plays such 
an important role in supporting their 
school, the desire and determination 
to succeed are evident on the faces 
of even the youngest of runners. 
Ultimately, the Race for Education is all 
about the students whose hard work 
contributes to the continued success of 
their school. Thank you to all St. Louise 
parishioners and school families who 
supported the Race this year!
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photos courtesy of Lee Photography Group (leephotogroup.zenfolio.com).



We believe that great design meets the 
deepest needs of the people who live, 
learn, heal, work, worship and play in 
the environments we create. 

It’s that simple.

A R C H I T E C T U R E    E N G I N E E R I N G    C O N S T R U C T I O N
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Thank you for your contribution to our capital 
campaign, The Fullness of Faith…Our Jubilee 
Vision.  We have been able to complete many 
large projects thanks to the generosity of our 
parishioners.  As the 5-year campaign draws to 
a close in January, we would like to take this 
opportunity to share some information with you 
and ask for your continued help moving forward. 

There are two key projects remaining for the 
capital campaign, including repaving of the 
playground/back	parking	lot	($250,000)	and	
establishment	of	an	emergency	fund	($500,000).		
Both are very important projects that need 

to be completed as quickly as possible.  The 
playground/back parking lot is in dire condition, 
and the emergency fund will provide financial 
stability for the parish.

As you review your year-end giving plans, please 
prayerfully consider making a contribution to our 
“final push” phase of this campaign.  You can 
make an additional contribution by filling out 
the form below or you can add it to the existing 
pledge payments that you make to the campaign.  
We are also able to accept gifts of appreciated 
stock.  For more information, please contact Lisa 
Osterhaus at 412.833.1010.

Please return this portion with your payment. 
Checks should be made payable to St. Louise de Marillac Jubilee Vision.

      Yes, I would like to make a tax deductible donation to the St. Louise de Marillac Jubilee Vision.

Name:

Address:

Donation amount:

the Fullness of Faith...
our Jubilee vision
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I couldn’t help but to put myself in the 
shoes of Gonzalos Gil. His 12-year-old 
daughter Ana would be spending 
the next 16 days in our home with 
my family. I could only imagine the 
emotions that Gonzalos and his wife 
were feeling. I knew that if my 12-year-
old daughter had traveled to Spain, 
and that she would be gone for more 
than two weeks, I would be filled with 
apprehension. My wife and I, on the 
other hand, were looking forward to the 

next 15 days, and we were determined 
to make it a great experience for Ana 
and Shannon. But above everything 
else, I overwhelmingly felt the need 
to protect and care for Ana as if she 
were my own daughter. I hadn’t met 
Gonzalos, but we had spoken on two 
occasions, thanks to video chat, and 
I felt a close bond, a connection from 
one father to another. I had made an 
unspoken promise to ensure that his girl 
was safe and happy while she was here.  

As I drove to the airport with my wife Patty and  
my daughter Shannon, all of my instincts as a 

father were on high alert. It was Friday, September 
20th, and we, along with nine other families from  
St. Louise de Marillac School, were on our way to 
welcome 10 exchange students and their teacher 

from Madrid, Spain. 

BY PATRIcK RoDGERS

 A MeMorAble

ExchangE

x
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day and, at night, a Pirates game – a chance to 
experience baseball first hand, topped off with a 
fireworks show and postgame concert.  On Sunday, 
a St. Louise de Marillac Trojan football game would 
be followed by a great meal in LeGras Hall. 

By Sunday night, I had discovered that this 
adventure was going to be more challenging 
than I had anticipated. Patty and Shannon had 
discovered the same. In hindsight, I recognize that 
our expectations had been somewhat unrealistic. 
Welcoming Ana into our home would not be the 
same as if one of Shannon’s friends were to move 
in with us for a couple of weeks.  As a family, and 
as individuals, we needed to build a relationship 
with Ana. We needed to work through any 
difficulties that resulted from language barriers, 
and we needed to remind ourselves that our guest 
was a young girl in a foreign country 3,877 miles 
away from her family. 

When we were at home, Ana would tend to keep 
to herself. This was difficult for my wife and me 
because we worried that she was homesick and 
sad. To Ana’s credit, she understood English very 
well. However, conversing in our language was 
uncomfortable for her.  As a result, it proved to 
be difficult to bond as quickly as we would have 
hoped. Instead, the relationship building was 
subtle but steady. 

During the first week, Ana and Shannon would go 
to school together, and Ana and her classmates 
would shadow the students at St. Louise. The 
exchange students naturally would be drawn to 
one another when they got together. Activities 
during the first week included a school volleyball 
game; a bowling party that also served as a 
birthday celebration for Alex, one of the exchange 
students; and a teen center dance on Friday night. 
Behind the scenes, there were bonds forming 
among the host families.  Everyone shared their 
concerns about whether or not the exchange 
students were happy, enjoying their visit, forming 
relationships with the St. Louise children and, of 
course, whether they were eating enough. 

The following weekend included trips downtown 
to see The Rubber Duck Project, shopping 
excursions, sightseeing from Mt. Washington, 
incline rides, and another birthday party, this 
time for Angeles. Relationships continued to 

When we arrived at the airport, we joined the other 
St. Louise families. There were balloons, welcome 
signs that each of the students had created for 
their respective guests, and a lot of smiles and 
excitement from all of the students and their 
families. As we waited at the foot of the escalator, 
the anticipation continued to build. A flurry of 
travelers would approach and we would form our 
welcoming committee circle. One after another, the 
groups of travelers would brush past us, anxious to 
get home on a Friday evening. Finally, after several 
false alarms, they arrived, 10 tired, bleary-eyed 
children along with their brave teacher. 

The students from St. Louise de Marillac, along 
with the exchange students, were an intriguing 
combination of excitement and exhaustion. At 
this moment, I should have recognized that my 
expectations for the next 16 days would need to 
be readjusted, but I missed the clues.  The next 
40 minutes flew by as everyone retrieved luggage 
and posed for group pictures, then we went our 
separate ways and headed for home. Ana said 
that she hadn’t eaten much during the trip so we 
decided that there is nothing more American than 
pizza and coca cola on a Friday night.  One of 
Shannon’s close friends, Brouklin, was also hosting 
an exchange student, so our two families decided 
to meet for a late night snack. Being a proud 
Pittsburgh native, I chose to take the scenic route 
through the Fort Pitt tunnels. It was around 10 
o’clock at night when we exited the tunnels in the 
downtown region with all the lights, the rivers, and 
the fountain surrounding us. As we climbed Mt. 
Washington and drove along Grandview Avenue, I 
could only hope that Ana was impressed because I 
was certainly proud of my hometown. 

The weekend was the start of a very busy schedule 
of events.  All of the host families had met 
several times in preparation and had formulated 
an extensive list of activities. In true American 
spirit, we felt that if some activities were good, 
then more were better, and we were planning 
to super size these two weeks. In our hearts, we 
had the best intentions. We wanted to provide 
an opportunity for the visiting students to build 
meaningful friendships and experience what life is 
like for middle school children in America, albeit 
in a condensed time frame. The highlights for the 
weekend included a Just Ducky tour during the 
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build, subtly but steadily. Patty and I, along with 
the other host families, exchanged emails with 
the parents back in Madrid assuring them that 
everyone was being cared for, and Ana spoke with 
her family using video chat. We all became a little 
bit more comfortable each day.  

The beginning of the second week was a highlight 
for Ana and our family. On Monday evening, 
we went to dinner at Mallorca, a restaurant 
that specializes in Mediterranean cuisine, in 
Pittsburgh’s South Side. The staff speaks Spanish 
fluently and we informed them that Ana was 
visiting from Madrid.  They treated her like a 
princess, conversing with her in Spanish and 
making her feel as if she were in her hometown. 
Ana’s face lit up and I knew that her happiness 
made Patty’s heart melt.  I felt as though I had 
fulfilled my unspoken promise. Ana had been kept 
safe and she was so happy. The remainder of the 
week included more shopping, a cake decorating 
class, and trip to Kennywood on Friday. 

By this time, all of the slow 
and steady relationship 
building had snuck up on us 
and, without realizing it, our 
family members and Ana had 
simply become one family.  
Over the course of two weeks, we learned to 
communicate more effectively. Ana told us about 
her school, her home, and her family. With the 
help of Google maps, she showed us the street 
where she lived, her summer home, and her 
classroom window.  She shared her dreams for the 
future, to one day become an interior designer 
and an architect. Having learned this, on Saturday 
we took a day trip to Kentuck Knob, designed 
by Frank Lloyd Wright. On Saturday night, all 
of the host families and exchange students met 
for a hayride and bonfire at Simmons Farm. The 
night did not start out as planned. The wind was 
blowing rain sideways through the wagon, but we 
persevered and, shortly after we arrived at the site 
of our bonfire, the rain stopped and the evening 
was a great success. It was symbolic  
of the previous two weeks.
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and eighth grades. “Having the exchange students 
at St. Louise was a terrific experience for all students 
at the school,” said St. Louise’s principal, Ken Klase, 
“Not only did the seventh and eighth grade have the 
experience, but the entire student body shared it. I 
found it interesting how the students adapted to the 
language barrier between them, using verbal efforts 
and nonverbal gestures. The experience taught our 
students to thank God for everything their parents 
provide for them every day.  The exchange students 
brought 10 of our families at St. Louise closer to each 
other and, hopefully, the new formed friendships will 
last a lifetime.”

In the spring of 2013, the administration had made 
the decision to take the lead and be the first school 
in the area to participate in an exchange program 
at the middle school level. This decision was in 
harmony with the core objectives of the school. 
Included in the mission at St. Louise de Marillac is 
the promise to “maximize the student’s full potential 
and ensure his or her success in life…provide for the 
spiritual, intellectual, physical, emotional and social 
development for each child.”  Part of the school’s 
vision is to create an environment “where families 
work together with faculty to grow young people with 
a solid faith-based foundation and the integrity of 
future Christian leaders prepared to succeed in life.”  
In the fall of 2013, the exchange students, the St. 
Louise students, and the host families all took a leap 
of faith, and they were rewarded with a tremendous 
experience and wonderful memories.

Sunday, October 6th, was our last day with the 
exchange students. The day started off with 
Sunday mass, followed by donuts, bagels, and 
juice in the school cafeteria.  Needless to say, 
tears were shed. An airport shuttle bus arrived;  
the exchange students boarded; Father gave  
them a blessing; and we said goodbye.

By the end of the 16-day 
adventure, everyone involved 
had changed in some way. A 
great deal of learning occurred, 
most of which without anyone 
realizing that it was happening. 
The learning is difficult to measure – it’s intangible; 
it’s life lessons. The exchange students learned to 
step outside of their comfort zones and adjust to 
spending over two weeks with their host families, 
certainly not an easy task for a group of middle 
school students in a foreign country with English 
as their second language. They learned to depend 
on their classmates more than they had prior to 
this trip and, hopefully, they all returned home 
with stronger friendships, perhaps even some 
friendships that were not in place when they left 
Madrid.  The host students reinforced what they 
had already learned about giving of themselves. 
They learned persistence; they learned to be 
supportive; and they strengthened their skills with 
respect to caring. Finally, the host families and 
parents learned that they were capable of  
taking in these children and instantaneously  
caring for them as if they were their own. 

The entire student body and the faculty at St. 
Louise de Marillac School benefitted from the 
experience. Claudia Gross, who teaches Spanish  
at the school, had headed up the program. “This  
was the first middle school foreign exchange 
program in the area,” Ms. Gross remarked. “It  
was a great and rewarding cultural experience for  
our whole school. Having the Spanish students  
here enriched our already very comprehensive 
Spanish program.”  

At St. Louise de Marillac School, the students begin 
to learn Spanish in kindergarten and participate in 
Spanish classes three times a week in the seventh 
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BY SISTER m. FAITH BAlAWEJDER, 
PASToRAl ASSocIATE cooRDINAToR 
oF THE GIvING TREE PRoJEcT

It’s a project 
that involves 

many 
parishioners. 

It’s an event that 
brings joy to both 
the giver and the 
receiver, without 

either meeting the 
other directly.

It’s an activity that 
involves tags, 

envelopes, ornaments, 
ribbons, shopping, gifts, 

large black garbage 
bags, deliveries and 

much more.
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Behind-the-scenes work on the 
annual Giving Tree project at St. 
Louise starts in August with the 
decoration of envelopes that will 
be used for gift card requests. 
The work continues in September, 
when calls are made to a variety 
of organizations to determine 
the number of gifts needed and 
to inform them that the deadline 
for receiving their information is 
October 28.

From mid-October through 
early November, ornaments 
are created using a different 
shape for each organization or 
group.  Giving tree committee 
members, along with youth and 
teen volunteers, create these 
colorful ornaments. They cut out 
the ornaments’ shapes, punch 
the holes, attach the labels, and 
loop ribbon or yarn through 
the holes to secure them to the 
Christmas tree branches. Many 
do this work at home, returning 
envelopes filled with beautifully 
finished ornaments.

Meanwhile, additional calls are 
made to any organizations that 
need a friendly reminder that the 
deadline date is near but their 
list has not yet been received.  
Occasionally, calls need to be 
made to gather more information 
about gift requests when 
information like size or gender is 
missing.  Finally, all the bags of 
ornaments are checked to make 
sure that all of them are there.

The big day comes in November 
when committee members hang 
the ornaments on the Giving Tree. 

The ornaments are replenished 
after each Mass during that 
special weekend.  Parishioners 
stream in and eagerly check out 
the tree, perhaps looking for a 
potential recipient with a familiar 
first name, or who is the same 
age as their child, or who has 
requested a gift that will be fun to 
buy.  There are so many different 
reasons for selecting a particular 
ornament.  Some parishioners 
opt to select envelopes from 
boxes placed near the tree, which 
contain requests for gift cards.  
Some parishioners provide both 
a gift and a gift card.

The groups and organizations 
that provide gift requests include 
Holy Family Institute, Circle 
C, Genesis, McGuire Home, 
Jubilee, Jail Ministry, Mooncrest 
Community, Michael’s Place, the 
City Mission, Sisters of St. Joseph 
Foster Care, Pride, Hekima 
Place, Felician Sisters, Homeless 
Outreach, Sisters Place, Power, 
and Incarnation Parish, as well 
as St. Louise parishioners, such 
as the homebound and Food 
Pantry recipients.

When gifts begin arriving 
at LeGras Hall, Giving Tree 
Committee members busily 
check off the number of each 
gift on corresponding lists for 
each organization and put them 
in the proper bags. Committee 
members double check each list 
before the bags are tied up and 
marked complete.  When all gifts 
are in for a particular organization, 
there is great joy.  The gifts 
arrive over a two-week period 
and the process of checking and 
re-checking takes place after 
each weekend Mass.  Dedicated 
committee members help the 
project run smoothly.
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It’s the 
St. Louise 
Giving Tree! 

Occasionally, gifts do not 
arrive on time and need to be 
purchased so that no one is 
disappointed.  Once all the 
gifts have arrived, committee 
members, volunteers or 
representatives from each 
organization ensure that the 
gifts arrive at their destinations 
in a timely fashion.  Many 
organizations have holiday 
parties and give out gifts at 
that time, which is why the due 
date is so important.

As the gifts are delivered to each 
organization, the wonderfully full 
and overflowing room gradually 
becomes empty again.  The 
gifts are now in other rooms 
throughout the Pittsburgh area 
filled with children, teens and 
adults who are eager to open 
them, these gifts given with love.  

This special project truly enlarges 
the heart of each giver.

This special event models for 
each family member the art of 
caring for others.  

This special activity reflects the 
heart of St. Louise parish – living 
out the good news of God’s great 
love for all.



MoRE ThAn A gifT...

Your Catholic Legacy

As you plan your year-end giving for 2013 consider 
that there are ways to make revocable or irrevocable 
planned and deferred gifts to the parish in addition 
to outright cash. Here are some options to consider.

Use cash

Use a Charitable 
Gift Annuity and 
receive income 
for life in the 
process

Use an IRA 
charitable 
rollover (for 
those over 
70½)  

A 
Charitable 
Lead Trust 
is perfect 
for six 
figure gifts

Use a gift of 
appreciated 
securities 
(stock)

Charitable 
Remainder 
Annuity 
Trusts or 
Unitrusts are 
also great 
possibilities

Make a 
provision in 
your Will

And don’t 
forget about 
using an 
insurance 
policy

10 ways to use planned gifts to give to St. Louise de Marillac Parish:

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10

Your retirement fund may 
generate a gift, either during 
life or after your lifetime

Use our Gift Annuity 
Enhancement program to make 
an immediate gift and receive 
income for life in the process.

PLANNED GIVING
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for those over 70, the iRA Charitable 
Rollover is King

2013 could be the eighth and final year for the IRA 
charitable rollover, however we hope Congress will 
extend it for 2014 and beyond.  In the meanwhile, 
those over 70 ½ years of age can make tax free gifts 
to	their	parish	from	their	IRA	of	up	to	$100,000.		It	is	
especially useful for those who file the short income 
tax return form wherein no charitable income tax 
deductions may be claimed. The charitable rollover 
decreases your taxable income by the amount 
you choose to donate from your IRA’s minimum 
distribution, or from the principal of your IRA. For 
more details call me at 412-456-3055.

United States Savings Bonds

If you wish to donate U. S. Savings Bonds, you will 
need to cash them in and claim the interest earned 
as income.  However, if you leave savings bonds to 
your parish through your Will, they will go to the 
parish tax free.  Leaving them to individuals will 
generate estate tax consequences for your heirs.

gifts of Stock

A gift of appreciated securities (stock) can provide 
you with significant tax deduction benefits.  You 
may receive an income tax deduction of up to 30% 
of your adjusted gross income, and will not be 
required to pay capital gains tax in the process.

Compare: A Bequest through your 
Will or a Charitable gift Annuity

You can make a provision in your Will for your 
parish, but if you use up all your assets (nursing 
home, etc.) there will be no assets remaining to 
benefit anyone, including your parish.  However, 
if you initiate a Charitable Gift Annuity, the 
funds will be removed from your estate.  This 
will guarantee that the remainder of the gift 
annuity will go to your parish.  The annuity will 
also guarantee income (mostly tax free) for you as 
long as you (and possibly a second annuitant) live 
based on your age(s) when you create the annuity.  
You will also receive an immediate income tax 
deduction.  Capital gains tax savings will also 
result if you use appreciated securities (stock) to 
fund the gift annuity. 

Please remember your parish as you plan your 
estate. Consult your attorney or tax advisor for 
more specific advice.  For information on any 
current or deferred gift option, such as a trust, 
insurance policy, will, retirement fund, endowed 
fund, stock transfer, or bequest intention 
document, please contact Lisa Osterhaus, Director 
of Advancement, at 412.833.1010.

“now he who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will also 
supply and increase your store of 
seed and will enlarge the harvest 
of your righteousness.  You will be 
made rich in every way so that you 
can be generous on every occasion, 
and through us your generosity 
will result in thanksgiving to god.”

         —1 Corinthians 9:10-11
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BY KERRY TomKoWITZ 

On Saturday, November 9, St. Louise earned a nearly perfect score of 138 out of 140 points at 
the Southwestern Pennsylvania State Forensics League’s tournament.  Led by St. Louise teacher Maureen 
Galardini, the students competed against parochial, private and public schools across the region to earn 
27 first places and one second place in a variety of public speaking categories.

On Sunday, November 10, the girls varsity green volleyball team won the Diocesan championship for the 
first time in 15 years.  Led by Coach Jim Tanner, the team defeated St. Bernard 2-0 in the quarterfinals,  
St. Alphonsus 2-0 in the semi-finals and Mon Yough 2-0 in the championship match. 

Later that same day, St. Louise’s boys varsity football team won the Diocesan championship under 
the lights at Duquesne University’s Rooney Field.  Led by Head Coach Joe Luvara, the Trojans 
defeated St. Bartholomew 20 – 6 to score the school’s first varsity football championship since 2001.

  ScoreS
Three Big Wins in One Weekend

St. Louise
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Share Parish
     Program

Each year all parishes in 

the Diocese of Pittsburgh 

participate in what is known 

as the Parish Share Program 

(PSP), the annual fundraising 

campaign for the Diocese.

The proceeds raised through the PSP go to 
support the initiatives of Bishop Zubik and an 
array of programs and ministries that benefit all 
of us as well as the broader community. 

This year our parish has been assessed 
$195,000 for the PSP and this amount is due to 
the Diocese by the end of this January. If we 
don’t raise the necessary funds to pay off our 
assessment, then we will be forced to take 
money out of our own regular operating accounts 
here in the parish, thus negatively impacting the 
many good things we are trying to do in our own 
parish, school and CCD programs.

In order to reach our assessed amount, we 
are asking that each family in the parish 
prayerfully consider giving $325 to this year’s 
PSP.  However, if that amount is not feasible for 
you, any contribution to this important program 
will be greatly appreciated.

Attached is a 2013 pledge card. Please fill it 
out and return both the “Parish” and “Diocese” 
copies to the Parish Office.

If you wish to make a full or partial payment, you 
can include a check payable to “St. Louise de 
Marillac Parish.”

REPORT COPY

PARISH SHARE 2013 | DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

MY GIFT TO MY PARISH TO HELP MEET ITS SHARE IS

AMOUNT OF GIFT/PLEDGE $

AMOUNT GIVEN NOW $

REMAINING $

Also please send information about:

 Remembering the church in my/our will.

 Establishing an individual/family endowment of life-income plan.

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARISH

SIGNATURE:

PARISH COPY

PARISH SHARE 2013 | DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

MY GIFT TO MY PARISH TO HELP MEET ITS SHARE IS

AMOUNT OF GIFT/PLEDGE $

AMOUNT GIVEN NOW $

REMAINING $

Also please send information about:

 Remembering the church in my/our will.

 Establishing an individual/family endowment of life-income plan.

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARISH
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Help us reach our goal!  
It’s not too late!





wpahs.org

Primary Care South
Accepting New Patients

Please contact staff regarding Tuesday evening 
appointments, Saturday morning appointments, or 
early morning weekday appointments. 

We offer the convenience and flexibility to meet your 
demanding schedule. 

Providing excellent personalized healthcare for those 
in the Canonsburg, McMurray, Peters Township, 
 Upper St. Clair, and the surrounding areas.

Gateway Bank Building
3402Washington Road, Suite 301
McMurray, PA 15317
724.941.2018 (phone)
724.941.2093 (fax)

Colleen E. Murphy, DO 
William P. Coyle, MD  

Marcie Houser, RN, MSN, CRNP
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