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St. Louise de Marillac School will be celebrating its 50 year anniver-
sary soon! We’re developing an alumni database to keep you informed 
of graduate events in your area, and to give our current and future 
students a glimpse into your St. Louise experiences.  We want to hear 
from you.  Please visit the alumni section of our school website at 
www.stlouiseschoolpa.org and add your information to our database.  
We will be planning events in conjunction with the 50th anniversary 
and want to include as many alumni as possible!
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December 2011

Dear Parishioners,

As our parish continues the observance of its 50th Jubilee Year, I am proud to present to 
you this inaugural edition of the Saint Louise de Marillac Herald. 

As we’ve been reflecting upon the rich history of our faith community, many have men-
tioned that despite the myriad of wonderful things that occur in our parish and school 
on a daily basis, the “Good News” about parish life may not be communicated in the 
most effective way possible.  It is my hope that this semi-annual publication will help 
us to “herald” that “Good News” in an attractive way that will spur greater involvement 
amongst parishioners as well as a deeper appreciation for the people and ministries that 
comprise Saint Louise de Marillac Parish.

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed articles and photos for this premier edi-
tion of the Herald! Should you have any ideas for future editions, please feel free to bring 
them to the attention of Lisa Osterhaus, our Director of Parish and School Advancement.

In closing, as we approach Christmas and the celebration of our Savior’s birth, may we be 
grateful for our Catholic Parish of Saint Louise de Marillac, through which we encounter 
Christ and grow together in our love for the Word made Flesh.

 With every best wish, I am

 Sincerely in Christ,

 
 
 Father Michael A. Caridi
 Pastor

message from the pastor



St. Louise Advancement Office

December 2011

Dear Parishioners,

Last year, the School Advisory Council initiated the development of a 10 year strategic plan called STL2020 
to ensure the continued growth and strength of St. Louise de Marillac School.  From that came a recommenda-
tion to create a position for a Director of Advancement.  I am very pleased to join the St. Louise family as a 
member of the school and parish staff.  My husband and I belong to St. Louise and our three children attend 
the school.  I was a member of the School Advisory Council from 2007-2010, serving as chairperson of the 
Council for two of those years.  My involvement at the school in a wide range of projects including the tech-
nology drive, library renovation, construction of the computer lab, classroom renovations, capital campaign 
cafeteria/classroom renovation, and STL2020 has made the transition into this position an easy one.  

The Advancement Office was created to coordinate and facilitate the mission of the parish and the school in 
the areas such as development, donor stewardship, capital gifts, marketing, enrollment, alumni relations, and 
the creation of an endowment for the school.  In the next year, we will be evaluating our methods in these areas 
and will make recommendations for improvements that will benefit both St. Louise parish and school, as well 
as all of our parishioners.  We’ve established the following principles to guide our efforts moving forward:

9	 Eliminate hand to mouth fundraising mentality
9	 Utilize a holistic picture of giving
9	 Work smarter, not harder
9	 Reduce volunteer burnout
9	 Employ best practices
9	 Streamline processes
9	 Maximize quality of life for families

There are so many good things happening at St. Louise every day.  Father Mike, Father Naugle, Sister Faith, 
and the rest of the staff work tirelessly to meet the needs of our 9,000 parishioners.  They are here to serve 
parishioners during some of the happiest and most sorrowful times of their lives.  In addition to the staff, there 
are hundreds of volunteers who give their time and talent to the many ministries and programs at St. Louise.  
Without their help and support, these programs would not be able to exist as they do today.    

My hope is that this newsletter is a first step towards providing a better understanding of our parish and 
school.  I hope it is a glimpse into all of the good that is happening here, a means of financial transpar-
ency for the money that you generously give, and an inspiration for you to get involved.    

If you have any questions about anything in this newsletter or would like more information, please contact me 
at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org .  You may also reach me at the parish office at (412) 833-1010.

Sincerely,

Lisa C. Osterhaus
Director of Advancement
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INCONVENIENT

MIRACLE
e

An

the delivery room, Jessica suffered from an amniotic 
embolism, a rare and unpredictable condition resulting 

from amniotic fluid getting into the bloodstream.  This re-
sults in a condition called DIC where the entire bloodstream 
is compromised and cannot function properly.  Jessica was 
talking one minute and the next minute her eyes glazed 
over and all the vitals on the monitor crashed for both her 
and the baby.  Charlotte was delivered via c-section immedi-
ately.  The medical personnel performed CPR and restarted 
Jessica’s heart, then spent several days transfusing blood.  
From that moment on, nothing would ever be the same as 
Jessica fought to survive.  

Jason is a teacher at Independence Middle School in Bethel 
Park.  He and Jessica live in Bethel with their three children, 
Elise (8), Abby (6), and Charlotte (14 months).  Each month, 
Jason sends out an e-mail to friends and family with an up-
date on Jessica and their family life.  His e-mail update mark-
ing the one year anniversary of Charlotte’s birth and Jessica’s 
trauma is provided as follows.

On July 10, 2010, St. Louise parishioner Jessica Turka went to the hos-
pital with her husband Jason to deliver their 3rd child.  The next few 
hours changed their lives forever in ways they never imagined.  

IN



July 2011 update
By:  Jason Turka

When an event in our life results in a drastic lifestyle 
change, we tend to remember the date and often mark it on 
our calendar.  Events such as birthdays, weddings, and even 
funerals are milestones whose dates we tend to remember.  
On these days, our focus shifts from the everyday tasks that 
we confront on all of our “average” days to memories of 
the important event and consideration of how our life has 
evolved as a result.

On today’s date one year ago, Jessica and I woke up to a 
wonderful morning.  I’ll always remember our positivity and 
excitement that Saturday as we prepared to introduce our 
brand new baby to the world.  I’ll remember how relaxed 
we felt as we ate breakfast, made final preparations, and 
drove into the hospital.  The anxiety and exhilaration that 
we experienced while rushing to the hospital with our first 
two babies was reminiscent of a ride on the biggest, tallest, 
and fastest roller coaster in the park.  With this (third) baby 
being so late and Jessica being so uncomfortable for so long, 
it seemed that the climax of this pregnancy was the moment 
that the obstetrician finally told us “we can schedule the 

delivery for Saturday.”  This third delivery drive to the hos-
pital could be likened more to riding the ferris wheel than to 
riding even the smallest of coasters.

Knowing what to expect at the hospital took all the air out of 
our imaginary stress balloon.  The familiarity with hospital 
check-in and delivery prep made it feel like having this baby 
would be as natural for Jess as brushing her teeth or making 
the morning coffee.  Things were running as smoothly as 
they possibly could and Jess was comfortable and convers-
ing the entire time.  Life was going according to plan… Jess 
would feel better soon and once again feel comfortable 
enough to stay awake later than 7 pm.  She would be able 
to help with the laundry, cleaning, and housework once 
again.  A house managed by a man can be a scary sight, and 
Jess would feel well enough to retake the reins of house-
hold management just in time to ensure things didn’t get 
really bad around here.  Even with a new baby, the two of 
us would have been able to restore the house to the lived-
in but generally clean feel that it had enjoyed before the 
pregnancy.
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Before we even got to the exciting part of delivery, all of that 
changed.  A sudden loss of consciousness and correspond-
ing crashes of all vitals on the monitor was all the evidence 
needed to convict this day as the scariest we had ever faced.  
Every minute seemed like an hour of torture as the slow-
down of life magnified the stress ball in my chest and clari-
fied forever the mental pictures of it all.  I would never again 
be free from the exact visual memories that I now wish 
weren’t quite so clear.  Hoping for the best but knowing its 
impossibility is a most humbling experience.  The world 
had never felt so big and I so small.  The only positive there 
was to dwell on was that we had such great interactions that 
morning and at least there were no worries about our final 
communications being something we might regret.

If this story were on TV, it would fit into an hour show and 
have writers who would ensure that all would be right with 
the world at the end of the episode.  We had seen many epi-
sodes of ER and House, but even the most dramatic episodes 
paled in comparison to this.  We had no writers to ensure 
a meaningful ending to the story and no time limit for our 
own personal episode.  

The starting point for our life moving 
forward was that none of her organs or 
systems was functioning properly.  Not 
even one.  

This was the one time in my life where it made sense to 
purposefully remove myself from some of the available 
information and potential realities of the situation to allow 
for a strand of hope that was thick enough to reach out for 
and hold onto.

It is folly to wish your life away, but if there was a fast-for-
ward button available a year ago I would have strongly con-
sidered using it even if it meant sacrificing the entire year 
of my family’s life.  One year is a huge landmark in brain 
injury recovery, and we wondered often what life might be 
like as Jessica passed the one year milepost.  Never has our 
family put in so much time and effort in the hope of results 
that were so difficult to notice on a day-to-day basis.  The 
updates I have sent out showed progress, but only because 
they required me to step back and take a look at the big 
picture.  What was not included in those updates were all 
the details of the daily grind that made life so much slower 
and more frustrating than it had been prior to July 10, 2010.  
The side effects from pills, lack of sleep, nausea, inconti-
nence, doubt, frustration, household noise, and loss of ap-
petite have all been formidable enemies in Jessica’s fight for 
independence.  The discomfort and inconvenience caused 
by these issues is only the tip of the iceberg, as under the 
water existed the more damaging possibility that any one of 
these issues might result in a long-lasting detriment to her 
physical recovery or psyche.

Last year at this time, I had no idea what would happen 
or what the future might hold for our family.  Weeks went 
by and her condition stabilized, organs woke up, and Jess 
was able to come out of the coma and reintroduce herself 
to the world.  Months later she relearned how to eat, think, 
and walk.  A casual observer might see her out in public 
and note the need for a cane and the deliberate nature of 
her walking as clues that her personal recovery journey 
might just be beginning.  This is because the story of her 
recovery is masked by the fact that her movements and 
interactions now look quite natural.  Observant strang-
ers who notice the tiny tracheotomy scar on her neck 
and understand what the scar represents know that this 
woman is a survivor who has worked hard and conquered 
much.  Many doctors refer to DIC by its street name “death 
is coming.”  Those familiar with the condition understand 
how amazing it is that she not only survived DIC, but now 
has recovered to the point where she appears healthy and 
vibrant.

Whatever challenges Jess has faced in the past, nothing 
has compared to the past twelve months.  One saying that 
has helped us get through it is “God will never give you 
more than you can handle.”  Actually, I’m not certain that 
this saying is true without the assistance of others.  If our 
family had to face this challenge alone it would have been 
more than we could handle.  Throughout the past year, the 
help of family, friends, and even strangers has helped our 
recovery ship navigate along its course.  Through days of 
smooth waters and days of pounding waves, we never felt 
alone or forgotten.  

How could we feel alone when it 
seemed that God had a hand in intro-
ducing us to the very people and ideas 
that served to help us through each 
and every storm?

The amount of targeted assistance that was secured as 
a result of strangers overhearing a conversation or hap-
penstance small talk at the gas pump has been unexpected 
and uplifting.  The prayers and faith of so many have made 
this difficult journey something that we knew we could 
complete.  As Jessica enters the second year of her recov-
ery we hope that your faith in her will remain strong and 
your thoughts and prayers would continue.  During the 
past year, they have helped us defeat long odds and lead a 
life of steady recovery.  As we move forward they will help 
us reach even greater heights. 

Recently I sat down with Jessica and her husband Jason 
to discuss the events of the past year, their drive to 
move forward, and their gratefulness for the support of 
friends, family and complete strangers.



Did the doctors give Jessica a chance of 
survival after the initial trauma?

Jason:  An amniotic embolism is so rare 
that the survival rate is just an estimate.  
Most of the numbers I have seen say as 
little as 5-10% up to about 50%.  When 
it results in DIC as in Jessica’s case, the 
survival rate is lower.  The doctors didn’t 
specifically throw out any numbers in her 
case, but the chance of living, coming 
out of the coma, and walking and talking 
again is very slim.   

When did you know that Charlotte was 
ok?

Jason:  Charlotte was removed quickly 
and after a day or so appeared to be fine.  
Generally, a baby born via c-section still 
has a little fluid in their system.  Charlotte 
was removed from the delivery room 
about 2 hours after the trauma and at 
that point most of her vitals indicated that 
she would be OK.  After a day or so she 
seemed totally normal.

What has helped you to survive every-
thing that has happened in the past 
year?

Jessica:  My husband Jason has helped 
me to survive.  He was there when 
everything happened.  And he has been 
here with me every step of the way since.  
Jason has helped me to try to do more 
each day.  My friends and family have 
been a huge help to us too.  In the begin-
ning when I was in the hospital, people 
took time off work to take care of the 
kids and everything at home.  They have 
been a huge help over the past year.  We 
couldn’t have done it without them.

It seems like you’ve been able to handle 
this with a very positive outlook while 
maintaining your faith in God.  

Jason and Jessica:  Yes.  We have always 
been very positive people.  We had a 
strong faith in God before this happened.  
There’s no explanation for something like 
this.  We didn’t need a reason to strength-
en our faith.   

What makes you the happiest now?

Jessica:  Seeing my children every day.  
I’m so glad that Charlotte is ok and that 
nothing happened to her.  It could have 
been very bad for her too.  I’m so happy 
that she is fine. People at St. Louise have 
been so kind to us.  They said my name 
under special intentions at Mass.  Ushers 
have parked our car  for us.  A woman 
came up to me after Mass one day and 
asked about my story.  She comes to the 
house now to help me work on my read-
ing because I can’t read yet.  I used to 
read all the time, so it is very frustrating.  
It is also very difficult to know that I will 
never be able to drive again.  But we are 
very grateful for all of the prayers and 
support over the past year.

How has your perspective changed 
through this experience?

Jason:  Snapshots of our family’s every-
day life reveal an existence that is tough 
but increasingly manageable. At least 
that is what it appears at first glance. 
Those adept at reading between the lines 
can see the bigger picture of Jessica’s 
inconvenient miracle. For most people, 
the sum of life is equal to the sum of all of 
one’s individual daily experiences. For our 
family, a life focused on recovery serves as 
a lens that helps us clarify and appreciate 
all of our daily realities. We now see life 

Q&A
with Jason and Jessica Turka

as more than waking up, completing our 
daily activities, and then going to sleep at 
night. Actions like folding clothes, walk-
ing to the bathroom, requesting to do 
dishes, insisting on feeding the baby, and 
identifying a written word are mundane 
on the surface, but these same actions are 
now emotionally significant for us because 
they now represent the triumph of the 
human spirit.

To follow Jessica’s story and read the 
full postings for each month, please visit 
www.inspiredrecovery.net.   Jason indi-
cated that he may start writing more and 
may begin speaking publically about their 
story.  It is clear that this is a family that 
with their faith in God, support of friends 
and family, and love for each other, can 
get through anything in life.  They are 
an inspiration for all of us on how to live 
your life and a reminder of what is really 
important in life.



What do you get when you combine 1.5 million young people from 
all over the world, in one of the world’s largest cities, with the 
Holy Father, Benedict XVI?  World Youth Day!  This tradition began 
back in 1984 under the inspiration of Blessed Pope John Paul II.  
The goal was simple: bring together young Catholics from all over 
the globe to grow in their faith and encounter Jesus Christ. 

Members of our parish Youth Ministry traveled to Madrid, Spain 
this past August 2011. Our 15 group members included: Lauren 
Butler, Sarah Chelli, Nick DeMarco, Tamara Erny, Bridget Fitzpat-
rick, Mia Gilardi, Morgan Guarino, Peter Henkels, Gil, Mike, and 
Robert Kaufman, Maddie O’Neill, Alicia and Marlea Plachecki, and 
myself. 

Our journey took us to cities in Portugal and Spain, including 
Fatima, Ciudad Rodrigo, and Madrid, to name a few.  In Ciudad 
Rodrigo, we participated in service to the local community, Mass, 
Eucharistic Adoration, and Confession.  Our group truly bonded 
and our Lord spoke to all of us in a particular way in the beautiful 
city.

Our pilgrimage culminated in Madrid for the World Youth Day 
festivities.  While there we experienced a festival-like atmosphere 
that was focused on Jesus Christ and His Church.  At the clos-
ing Mass we were able to truly experience the universality of 
the Catholic Church, by celebrating with 1.5 million other young 
people and with the Holy Father Benedict XVI!

Pilgrimage 
With The

by Jason Zych

A huge thank-you to everyone who supported 
us through their prayers, by supporting our 
fundraisers, and by donating financial resourc-
es to subsidize the trip.  It was truly an amaz-
ing experience for all of us that would not have 
happened without the support of our parish 
community!

With The



Did you 
know……?
Often we do not realize the work involved with a parish the size of St. Louise.  Consider 
the time your priests, St. Louise staff, and volunteers put into these activities for the 
parishioners of St. Louise:

2010 in review:
	 9	 91 baptisms

	 9	 46 funerals

	 9	 29 weddings

	 9	 276 hours spent hearing confessions

	 9	 158 first reconciliations

	 9	 158 first communions

	 9	 155 confirmations

	 9	 935 daily/weekend masses celebrated

These figures do not include additional liturgies such as Blessing of the Throats, Ash Wednesday Masses, 
Palm Sunday Masses, Easter Triddium, First Holy Communion Masses, Anointing of the Sick Mass, 
Grand parents Day Mass, School First communion Mass,  Confirmation Masses, 8th Grade Graduation, 
Senior Recognition Mass,  all Holy Days of Obligation, and Christmas Masses.

Thank you to those who generously share their time, talent, and treasure at St. Louise:

9 168 eucharistic ministers

9		 142 altar servers 

9		 68 lectors

9		 672 hours spent in Eucharistic Adoration

9		 Over 1,000 gifts given to the Christmas Angel tree project
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“. . .  faith of itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead.” — James 2:17

Parish Advisory Councils
Pastoral Council
Finance Council

Liturgical Ministries
Altar Servers
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Eucharistic Ministers
Commentators and Readers
Music Ministry
Ushers

Prayer Groups
Charismatic Prayer Meeting
Tuesday Adult Bible Study
Women’s Prayer Group
Prayer Shawl Ministry

Social Services and Bereavement

Religious Education

Youth Ministry

St. Louise de Marillac School
School Advisory Council
P.T.G.
Athletic Board
Extended Day Program

Parish Organizations and Programs
Book Club
Bowling
Catholic Men’s Fellowship
Catholic Women’s Fellowship
Dignity Robes
Women’s Golf League
Men’s Golf League
DeMarillac Guild
Hearts & Hands
Ladies of Charity
Men’s Fish Fry Club
Moms & Tots
New Beginnings
Nocturnal Adoration
Pre-Baptism Program
Pre-Cana
Quilters
RCIA
Refugee Mission
Respect Life
Men’s Retreat
Women’s Retreat
Girl Scouts/Brownies/Daisy Scouts
Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts
Wedding Coordinators
Welcoming Ministry

There are hundreds of parishioners sharing their God given gifts at St. Louise de 
Marillac Parish and School every day.  Contact information for these ministries 
and programs is included weekly in the back of the bulletin and is also available 
on our website, www.stlouisedemarillac.org.  The more of yourself that you 
give to something, the more you will get from it as well.  There are so many 
ways to get involved.   Join us today!

Ministries and Programs



A night full of international food and beverages
Live & silent auctions � Class art projects

Raffles � Dancing � Friendship & Fun
Proceeds benefit our school!

Save the Date……Friday, February 10, 2012

The Diocesan policy on the “Safe Environment for Children” states that “any volun-
teer who has routine contact on some consistent basis, recurring at prescribed times, 
whether daily, weekly, monthly or even seasonally must have all background checks.”  
Therefore, we are now required to have PA State Police and PA Department of Public 
Welfare background checks for ALL volunteers.  All volunteers must also attend a 
Protecting God’s Children Workshop. 

Over the last several years, we have worked very hard to comply with these manda-
tory regulations.  Currently, there are over 700 employees and volunteers on the 
Church, School and Religious Education sites for St. Louise de Marillac.  In the fall 
of 2010, an audit was performed by the Diocese.  They were very pleased with the 
progress we are making, but want 100% compliance with the policy.   Volunteers are 
to wait until they have completed the process before volunteering.  

Any individual 18 years old or older who would like to volunteer at St. Louise Church 
or School can contact Joanne Carmassi, Safe Environment Coordinator at 412-833-
1010 for more information.

Safe Environment Policy
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by  Joe Irwin Jr.

… I admit to the bias right up-front. There’s some-
thing about being a St. Louise de Marillac School kid 

that’s just special. Observe any group of kids long enough, 
and chances are even without knowing any of them person-
ally, you can always manage to pick out the ones from St. 
Louise. They just seem to carry themselves differently.  They 
look adults in the eye when introduced, they’re confident in 
extending a handshake, and usually quick with a smile.  In 
a group of kids, they may certainly be the loudest, laugh the 
hardest, and tease each other with the best of them…but 
there’s a sense of caring for each other, of looking out for 
each other, of respect for each other.  It’s a shared camara-
derie of values and principles, demands and expectations.  It 
starts very early….

Murph burst onto the St. Louise scene as a pre-schooler, fol-
lowing in the foot-steps of his older sister Kaitlin.  Kate was 
quiet and shy, and parent-teacher conferences seemed to 
center around getting her to be just a little bit more outgo-
ing (and of course, working on those all-important scissor 
skills!).  Those early conferences regarding Murph always 
seemed to include not only the now expected scissor work 
deficiencies, but also the polite admonition that our son was 
very “social”, which is teacher-speak for “ your son really, re-
ally likes to talk a lot, and to just about anyone!”

Turns out he was just being, well...Murph.

I think he truly loved every minute of his time at St. Louise.  
While he wasn’t the least bit hesitant about teaching Sister 
Justice to dance the “Macarena” in 2nd grade, or having the 
absolute courage and confidence in 7th grade to don green 
tights to play the role of Peter Pan in the Spring Musical, I 
think his favorite place in the world, was that gym!  He start-
ed playing competitive volleyball and basketball in the 3rd 
grade.  He managed to make a truly gifted and athletic 8th 
grade varsity team that went on to win both the Diocesan 
and Pennsylvania State Basketball Championships in 2004.  

He learned from, and played for, coaches that 
constantly reinforced the values of team-first, 
sacrifice, effort, and honor.

In the classroom, he was blessed to have teach-
ers that demanded not only his best academi-
cally, but also his best as a young man.  

Far beyond just the values of respect and compassion, the 
very tenets of his Catholic faith were taught, explained, and 

he was just being, 
well...Murph.

e

Turns out 

OK

I believe just before he closed his eyes for the last time, he saw God’s 
smile, welcoming him home...  



reinforced every day by every teacher he ever had from the 
first day of pre-school to the day he walked down the aisle 
for his graduation Mass.

Murph graduated with Academic Honors from Bethel Park 
High School in 2008. He was a member of the Boys Soccer 
team all four years, playing on the 2007 WPIAL Champion-
ship Team.  As a freshman, he ended up setting the Boys 
Varsity Volleyball team during their WPIAL playoffs. By the 
time he was a senior, he was a two-year varsity co-captain. 
He was honored by being named 1st team all-WPIAL, Co-
WPIAL MVP, 2008 Pennsylvania all-STATE, and 2008 Alma-
nac Boys’ Volleyball MVP.  He always wore his old St. Louise 
uniform t-shirt under his Bethel jersey.

Turns out he was just being, well... Murph.

He took his passion for biology, instilled from his 8th grade 
science class, to Duquesne University where he was accept-
ed into their six-year doctoral program in Physical Therapy.  
He absolutely loved being a college freshman…the exhilarat-
ing balance of new freedoms tempered by a rigorous aca-
demic workload.  He was setting the Men’s’ Club Volleyball 
team, travelling to various tournaments on the weekends, 
studying on the gym floor between matches.  

And he still wore that old St. Louise jersey to 
every game, now under his Duquesne uniform.  

He developed a band of close friends that were more like 
brothers and sisters, from his St. Ann’s Residence Hall.  Life 
was good.

Murph was studying for his freshman chemistry finals the 
night of April 21st, when he started to experience what 
he thought was most likely heartburn from that evening’s 
dinner selection of chicken-chili.  He phoned his sister Kate, 
who by then was finishing up her junior year at Slippery 
Rock University, to ask for some advice, as the pain in his 
chest seemed to be getting worse.  Concerned, she told him 
to get over to the Student Health Center and get it checked 
out. Convinced it was just heartburn, he decided to look for 
some Tums.  He asked her about that evening’s Pens-Capi-
tals playoff game, said good-bye to his sister, and hung up.  
He told his room-mate that he was going to go take a quick 
shower before going back to studying.

My wife, Eileen, got the call from Duquesne University.

“They found our son unconscious in the shower.  The 
paramedics are trying to revive him.  There is nothing else 
we can tell you at this time.  We’re rushing him to Mercy 
Hospital.”

We made the drive to Mercy Hospital in less than 20 min-
utes.  We were met in the ER waiting room by Father Hogan 
from Duquesne, Murph’s roommate Dave and the attending 
physicians.

They were never able to revive him.  He was gone at nine-
teen.  Aortic Aneurysm.

I believe just before he closed his eyes for the last time, he 
saw God’s smile, welcoming him home…

I believe Murph will always be protective of his Duquesne 
University brothers and sisters…

I believe Murph is at St. Louise School, bouncing from class-
room to classroom….whispering encouragement.

I believe Murph is in the gym, watching over the 4th grad-
ers…getting a good laugh from the know-it-all- 8 graders.

I believe Murph still sits on the stone balcony in the back of 
the Church…his favorite spot.

I believe Murph died a Duquesne man... but he started out 
as a St. Louise kid.

Turns out, I believe Murph is still just being, well... 
Murph.



THE JOSEPH “ MURPH “ IRWIN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

WAS CREATED AT THE PITTSBURGH FOUNDATION TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS 
TO A HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR WHO GRADUATED FROM ST.LOUISE de MARILLAC 
SCHOOL.

The following criteria will apply:

1) Student must have graduated from St. Louise de Marillac School.
2) Student must be a high school senior.
3) Student must have a minimum cumulative Grade Point Average of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale.
4) Student must have participated in at least one varsity or junior varsity sport while in high school.
5) Student must plan to attend a two or four year college or technical school within the  United States.
6) Student must have two (2) faculty letters of recommendation
7) Students must write a one-page essay:   “How were you able to utilize the values and     

principles of your St. Louise education in High School? “

Final Selection of the Scholarship winners will be decided (subject to the approval of the Board of Directors of 
The Pittsburgh Foundation) by a Scholarship Advisory Committee.

All completed Scholarship Applications are returned directly to The Pittsburgh Foundation.  To assure anonymity 
during the selection process, the candidates’ names are covered prior to being sent to the Selection Committee.

Congratulations to the 2011 Joseph “Murph” Irwin Scholarship winners: 
Michael Burke, Upper St. Clair High School, Penn State University, Mechanical Engineering 
Nicholas Peterson, Upper St. Clair High School, the Ohio State University, Mechanical Engineering

2012 Scholarship applications are available in all area High School Guidance offices. 
(Students should ask specifically for The Murph Irwin Scholarship.)

For additional information, please contact:
Ms. Jocelyn Thompson
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Five PPG Place, Suite 250
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222-5414
(412) 394-2607
thompsonj@pghfdn.org

Congratulations to St. Louise 
school students!
 2011 Girls Track Diocesan Champions
 2011 Girls Varsity Cheerleading – 
 1st Place Diocesan Championship
 2011 JV Boys Volleyball Diocesan Champions
 2011 Boys Varsity Volleyball Diocesan Champions
 2011 JV Football Diocesan Champions



Inspiring  tomorrow's  leaders...
Success in the classroom begins with the environment in which students learn.  St. Louise de 
Marillac Catholic School provides for the spiritual, intellectual, physical, emotional and social 
development of each child in order to educate the “whole person”.  Established almost 50 
years ago, St. Louise educates over 475 students in grades K-8.  Over $1 million has been invest-
ed in the school in the last four years to provide students with the best academic environment 
while maintaining the discipline and values consonant with an authentic Catholic formation and 
education.  

Students have the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of sports activities including:  
Cheerleading, Pep Squad, Football, Girls and Boys Volleyball, Little Dribblers Basketball, Girls 
and Boys Basketball, Cross County and Track.  Many of the sports teams have gone on to win 
Diocesan Championships.  The school is pleased to offer other strong extracurricular programs 
such as Drama, Band, Choir, Chess Club, Forensics, PA Jr. Academy of Science, Student Council, 
and Yearbook.

St. Louise School provides an outstanding learning environment where children can grow in 
faith and reach their full academic potential.  With growing enrollment, dedicated teachers and 
administration, and a strong commitment from school families, the school is poised to make 
further enhancements in the coming years. 

Limited space is still available for this school year.  For more information, please call the school at 
412-835-0600 or e-mail our principal, Mr. Ken Klase at kklase@stlouisedemarillac.org.  
Tours are available upon request. 
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Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. -Proverbs 22:6
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On Thursday, October 6th, Michael Sedor, a parishioner of Saint Louise de Maril-
lac and graduate of our school, and Fred Gruber, who has served at our parish 
over the last three summers, were ordained deacons in Saint Peter Basilica in 
Vatican City State.  Father Mike Caridi and several parishioners were able to 
attend the beautiful ordination ceremony which was presided over by Cardinal 
William Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

In his homily, Cardinal Levada reminded the new deacons that ordained ministry 
in the Church is a concrete expression of Christ’s command to love one another:  
“Indeed, it is the privileged way for the man who is conformed to Christ…to en-
counter the fire of divine love; to be transformed by it; and so impelled to share 
that same transforming love with the Church and the world.”

Deacons Gruber and Sedor will be ordained to the Priesthood for the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh on June 30, 2012 at Saint Paul Cathedral in Oakland.  Please keep 
them in your prayers as they enter into the final phases of priestly formation.

ST. LOUISE 
SEMINARIANS ORDAINED 
DEACONS IN ROME
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MOONCREST CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
308 HEMLOCK DRIVE

MOON TOWNSHIP, PA  15108
412-600-5849   412-299-5651

November 28, 2011

STUDENTS OF ST. LOUISE DEMARILLAC SCHOOL
310 McMurray Road
Pittsburgh, PA  15241

Dear Students:

It is with a THANKFUL HEART AND JOYFUL SPIRIT that I write this letter to each of you for your generosity 
to the Mooncrest People at Thanksgiving Time.  YOU HAVE WARMED MY HEART AND THE HEARTS OF 
EACH OF THEM.

In your hearts I hope you realize what a difference you have made with the gathering of food items and the deliv-
ery of boxes to each Mooncrest Family.  I know for a fact many of these people would not have had a Thanksgiv-
ing meal as such if you did not provide the food items that you did. One Parent mentioned that it will be great to 
have REAL MASHED POTATOES and not potatoes from a box!

Please continue to keep us in your prayers.  Ministering to the Mooncrest Neighborhood is the best thing that I 
have done in my life!  Keep us in your daily prayers, because this undertaking can become very draining.  We 
need your prayers and support in order to continue the work of the Lord here in Mooncrest.  Pray that what we 
do WILL CHANGE THEIR LIVES ONE PERSON AT A TIME.

COME VISIT US AGAIN when you can spend time with the children; working with them and interacting with 
them.  Maybe your Principal will allow you to come on school time to get here and help the children with their 
homework. THAT WOULD BE GREAT! YOU WOULD BE SUCH GREAT ROLE MODELS.

I PRAY DAILY THIS PRAYER FOR EACH OF YOU: May it please you O Lord to reward with eternal life ALL 
THOSE WHO DO GOOD TO US FOR YOUR NAME SAKE.

GOD BLESS EACH OF YOU,

Sister Rene Procopio
Director

St. Louise Junior High students led the collection, 
sorting, organizing, and delivery of hundreds of 
food products to provide families in need with a 
complete Thanksgiving Dinner and enough food 
to feed the families for a month.  This year we 
were able to help 25 families.

“Mooncrest was a life-changing experience…”   
- Evan Szejko, 8th grade

 
“Nothing could have prepared me for what I 
saw…the families were so happy for the food!”   

- Sean McClaine, 8th grade

 
“Praise be to God!  They’re here, they’re here!  
And they brought the kids!” 

– Chynna, recipient of donations
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How do we see this lived out in ordinary lives?  Each of us has experi-
enced hints of this truth in various ways.  I was moved by the Power of 
Prayer story recounted to me by a parishioner and his wife.  

Herman was awaiting a heart transplant.  While waiting, he and his wife prayed.  Others also 
in the parish prayed.  The Felician Sisters prayed.  His intention was on many prayer chains 
and circles.  A call came on February 10, 2004 and the result was a new heart – the heart of a 
22 year old and it was a perfect match.  Prior to that miracle Herman was in a coma suffer-
ing from a septic infection. He battled for two months.  At that time his wife Marion experi-
enced a severe rotary cuff problem and surgery was needed.  With her focus on her hus-
band, she didn’t opt for surgery.  She prayed to God through the intercession of Padre Pio.  
Others continued their prayers.  Then in the fall of 2004 following his successful surgery, 
she and her husband participated in the Mass of Anointing at St. Louise.  After the anointing, 
Marion’s pain was gone and the doctor confirmed there was no need for surgery.  Prayers of 
thanksgiving resounded.  T  H E     P O W E R    O F   P R A Y E R!  

In 2011, Herman needed a kidney transplant.  He was on a waiting list.  Whenever I talked 
with him he explained the situation and asked for prayers.  The Power of Prayer – that’s 
what will do it!  On October 5, 2011, Herman received the kidney of a 29 year old which was 
a perfect match.  He now has a 29 year old heart and 29 year old kidney.  He is currently 
recuperating.  He said to me today, “The power of prayer is tremendous.  It is amazing!  I 
wonder, Why does He smile on me so much?”

by  Sister M. Faith Balawejder, C.S.S.F.
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9 The $700,000 debt has been paid off in full

9 New sound system for the church installed

9 School Cafeteria and three adjoining classrooms totally renovated

9 School cafeteria air conditioned

9 School science lab renovated with significant donations to the 

Capital Campaign by two donors

9 Various classrooms renovated and updated

9 Front church and school parking lots repaved

9 New rectory roof

9 Stucco repairs and repainting of church and rectory

9 Church stonework repaired and repointed

9 All concrete walkways around property repaired and resealed

At every turn we have been striving to be careful stewards of the money that you have generously given. 
Please know that each project is carefully managed to ensure fiscal responsibility and the best possible 
outcome for the parish. As you continue to pay on your campaign pledges, understand that we will continue 
this level of dedication until all of the projects are complete.  As promised, we will not borrow money to 
complete any of the projects.

Now, the next major project to be completed is the proposed renovations to the interior of the church. We 
have been working for over two years with the Astorino architectural firm. Their work will soon be draw-
ing to its conclusion and we will begin the process of securing the final approvals of the Diocesan Building 
Commission. Once that process is completed we will be taking the project out to bid and then utilize the 
same strict value engineering process used with the cafeteria project. This will ensure quality work at the 
best possible price.

While we had hoped to begin work on the interior of the church this coming January (2012) and conclude 
by Easter, this simply won’t be feasible for two reasons: 1) There is still a lot of planning and processes for 
us to go through to get the necessary approvals; and 2) Currently we have about $350,000 in savings and the 
project is projected to cost around $1 million. Therefore, because of the many weddings already scheduled 
here for the summer and fall of 2012, the interior church renovations won’t begin until next January (2013). 
This will allow us more time to save and plan to ensure that no borrowing will have to be done and that a 
smooth completion with minimal disruptions to our parishioners can be accomplished.  Please note that with 
the rate of pledge payments coming in, there will be no problem in saving the required amount by January 
2013. 

Again, thank you for your continued financial support of our parish and the Capital Campaign. Your gener-
osity will serve and benefit not only you and your family, but also the future generations who will comprise 
the Parish of Saint Louise. 

For the complete capital campaign update letter included in the bulletin on November 6th, please visit our 
website at www.stlouisedemarillac.org

Thanks to the generosity of so many parishioners, the campaign is progressing 
very well.  We are pleased to provide the following status updates:

Capital Campaign Update



by  Lynn Lachut, CRE

On October 29, 2011, with the prayers of the entire parish, Auxiliary Bishop William Waltersheid adminis-
tered the Sacrament of Confirmation to 145 9th graders.  We were very grateful to have Bishop Waltersheid 
accommodate our request for two ceremonies in the same day.  The Bishop met with the candidates and 
their sponsors in the gym to welcome them personally and presented a brief overview of the Sacrament 
followed by a procession over to church in very snowy conditions thanks to a surprise storm.  They were 
welcomed by family and friends who filled the church to capacity.  Father Mike and Father Naugle were 
joined by Deacon Satter and Deacon O’Neill for a beautiful celebration of the Sacrament at Mass.  

Our young men and women received the grace of the Holy Spirit – a wonderful gift that will strengthen 
them in remaining faithful to Christ and the Church.  Further, this grace will greatly assist them in fulfilling 
their baptismal call to share the truth of Jesus with others. 

The Bishop was kind enough to make himself available for pictures immediately after each Mass.  Thanks 
to all those who made this day special including the cantors, musicians, six of our 8th grade catechists, 
ushers, Eucharistic ministers, and altar servers.  Congratulations to the newly confirmed young men and 
women at St. Louise!

The Religious Education Program at St. Louise de Marillac serves students in Grades 1 – 8.  With approximate-
ly 760 students enrolled in the 2011-12 school year, we are blessed with over 100 volunteers who dedicate 
their time in educating our parish children.  The magnitude of their gift is reflective by the average number of 
years teaching – 15 years!  Some of our teachers have been volunteering 20, 25 and 30 years!  In addition, stu-
dents volunteer as aides on a weekly basis and remain with the program throughout their four years of high 
school.  The Religious Education Department is also responsible for the Sacramental preparation and special 
educational activities of all parish children, including those enrolled in St. Louise de Marillac School. 

THE BLESSINGS 
OF CONFIRMATION

Auxiliary Bishop Waltersheid after Confirmation with Caitlin Pendergast and her sponsor 
and Uncle, David Lorenz.
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by  Chris Alger

Early in 2011, parent, teachers and administrators of our School embarked upon a significant strate-
gic planning effort, STL2020, to define the future of St. Louise de Marillac School with teams across 
three critical dimensions of Academic Strength, Catholic Formation and Financial Strength.  

Our Academic Strength team focused on aspects of academic and extracurricular life in an effort to 
create more productive learning environment where students are expected to achieve high academic 
standards anchored on the essential skills needed to succeed and thrive in High School.   The Catholic 
Formation team focused on strengthening the faith formation of our school graduates by developing 
boys and girls who have the ability and the comfort to demonstrate the conviction of their Catholic 
faith.  Our Financial Strength team focused on solidifying our school’s financial future to better sup-
port the needs of our families, students and our parish. 

Based on the work done to date, our priorities for next 3-5 years have been set and we are beginning 
to share this picture of the future. Starting in January 2012, we will begin to focus on the high-priori-
ty, near-term efforts of each pillar. We welcome your support and/or involvement as we continue our 
STL2020 path forward for Saint Louise de Marillac School.  For more information on STL2020 or to 
get involved, please contact Chris Alger at wcalger@gmail.com.

STL2020...SECURING THE BRIGHT 
FUTURE FOR ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC SCHOOL

Academic
Strength

Financial
Strength

Spiritual
Strength



The Food Bank at St. Louise has been in operation for over 20 
years now.  It is run by Margaret Schultz and other women from 
the Ladies of Charity at St. Louise.  Food is collected primar-
ily through two food drives each year, one during Lent and 
the other at Thanksgiving, although donations are accepted all 
year.  The food pantry is located in the basement of the church.  
Food is distributed to families in need within the parish.  Food 
is also donated to St. Paul’s Monastery in Pittsburgh which is 
distributed to families in need in the Carrick area.  The Ladies 
of Charity also donate money to St. Winifred’s food bank each 
month which serves parishes in the South Hills.  Thank you to 
all of the volunteers and generous parishioners who contribute 
their time and resources to help those in need. 

It’s a question we all wonder from time to time.  Often, our weekly giving remains the same even as the cost 
of living increases over time.  We may be giving $10 or $20 dollars a week because that is what our par-
ents gave, or what we got used to giving.  Recently someone told a story about attending mass at a parish 
in Virginia where the pastor suggested that you give one hour of your pay per week to the offertory.  This 
individual said that it was a wake-up call because she and her husband had never thought of it that way.  
Take your pay and divide it by 2080 hours.  Then ask yourself….is there more that I can give?  Our parish has 
many ministries, organizations, and programs it supports with the help of your offertory giving.   
You can make a difference.

Weekly Offertory...
How Much Should I give?

SERVING THOSE
IN NEED

For everyone to whom much is given, of him shall much be required —Luke 12:48



by  Andrew Phillips

rom its beginning, St. Louise de Marillac School has been 
known for its strong athletic programs.  As you might 

imagine, the cost to manage a program for hundreds of stu-
dents every year can become quite high.  Fortunately, it has 
been more affordable thanks to the $50,000–$60,000 raised 
every year through our Men’s Fish Fry event.  Since its 
start 45 years ago, this one-night event draws up to 1,500 
men from our parish and the greater South Hill area.  It has 
raised more than $1 million, primarily to benefit school 
athletics.  

S p o t l i g h t  o n  S T L  vo l u n t e e r s

F

FISH 
FRY
Men’s 
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Monies raised from the Men’s Fish Fry account for more 
than half of the school’s entire athletic budget.  It helps to 
pay for uniforms, equipment, transportation, field main-
tenance and other expenses.  The contribution not only 
ensures that the school has first-rate sports facilities and 
equipment, but also offsets expenses for students who wish 
to participate in the athletic programs.

And it’s not just sports that benefit.  Funds are set aside for 
kitchen equipment (although this wasn’t necessary last year 
with opening of the brand-new cafeteria) and any other 
special need as determined by the pastor.  In the past two 
years a donation has been made to the school’s Angel Fund 
which provides tuition assistance for families in need.  This 
is yet another way our legion of volunteers will help ensure 
the legacy of St. Louise de Marillac School for years to come. 

Although the Fish Fry itself is well-known, often people are 
unaware of the many volunteers working quietly behind the 
scenes to pull it off every year.  

Approximately 300 volunteers contribute their time and 
efforts to the event.  Because it is a “stag” event, most of the 
volunteers are men.  Many have not had a child in the school 
for years (or have ever had a child attend), but contribute 
their time and talent because they believe in the Fish Fry’s 
mission.  The effort also involves students and mothers who 
assist with the setup for the event.  Entire families work the 
clean up shift the next day from 6:00 a.m. until noon to get 
the school ready for class on Monday.

This huge undertaking was founded in 1966 at the encour-
agement of our parish’s first pastor, Father John Schonhardt.  
The event was held off-site for the first three years. The Fish 
Fry moved to the school when space became available.  Af-
ter that, it took off both in terms of its size and the amount 
raised each year. 

The event is held the last Friday in April each year.  It’s not 
unusual to see a long line of men behind the school well 
before the 6:00 p.m. start.  Once inside, they’re treated 
to heaping servings of fried or baked fish, three types of 
shrimp, crab cakes, clam chowder, fries and cole slaw, and 
all of the beverages one can drink. 

From there, it’s upstairs for an evening of cards, games of 
chance, and conversation with fellow guests.  A master of 
ceremonies is on stage to keep the men informed of the 
night’s activities and to announce raffle prizes and winning 
tickets.   

Thanks to the planning and hard work of all of the volun-
teers, the event runs smoothly from start to finish. Volun-
teers show up and do their respective jobs year after year, 
whether it’s taking tickets at the doors, serving food, wash-
ing dishes, running the games or selling 50/50 chances.

A great deal of work also occurs in the months leading up to 
the Fish Fry.  A group of 40–60 men periodically meet Sun-
day evenings in the school cafeteria to plan for the upcom-
ing year.  Thirteen chairmen representing the kitchen, bar, 
admissions, setup/teardown and other committees provide 
updates on the work of their respective groups. 

During these meetings, they also discuss ways to make the 
event even more successful.  Approximately 12 years ago, 
the Fish Fry began selling signs that hang in the gym during 
the event. Roughly 120 businesses and individuals sponsor 
signs each year, which has provided a big boost to proceeds.  
The men routinely discuss way to seek out new sponsors.  
Following a wrap-up meeting in June and after all debts 
have been paid, event organizers begin dispersing funds in 
September.  

A special thank you to the Men’s Fish Fry for all of the time 
and energy they’ve given to St. Louise over the past 45 
years.  We are extremely grateful for their hard work and 
tireless efforts to help provide outstanding athletic pro-
grams to St. Louise students. 

FISH 
FRY

It has raised more than 
$1 million, primarily to 
benefit school athletics. 

Additional volunteers are always welcome, and men of the parish and school are encouraged to attend the Sunday 
evening meetings held in the months leading up to the event. For meeting dates and times, please consult the parish 
bulletin beginning in January. Also, if you or someone you know would like to work the fish fry and/or sponsor a sign, 
please contact Bill Luckasevic, Men’s Fish Fry President.  ddluckasevic@comcast.net    
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by  Jim McLean

rom the outset of the planning phases for the 50th 
Jubilee there was the thought of including a history of 

the parish’s first 50 years.  The precise form and content 
the history would take was less certain, and ideas shifted 
from a small pamphlet of facts to engaging a professional 
writer.   I inherited the task when the time remaining before 
the Jubilee year had shrunk considerably without any clear 
course, and my wife volunteered my services at a meeting in 
my absence.  My qualifications were not that I am a writer 
(I practice law which is its own brand of fiction) but I was 
nervously willing and I had been a parishioner since it was 
founded in 1961, which was deemed to bring some kind of 
insight.

Taking Care 
of

GOD’S
A  S h o rt  H i s t o ry  o f  S t  L o u i s e  d e  M a r i l l a c  Pa r i s h

Work

F



The form of the history remained undefined when I be-
gan.  What I was given was box after box of not too well 
organized memorabilia from the St. Louise “archives”.  
The collection included newspaper articles, booklets and 
pamphlets from church dedications, original photographs, 
Sunday bulletins, directories of parish groups, architectural 
drawings of parish buildings, school graduation programs, 
committee reports; anything that may have seemed of some 
importance at the time, saved in an unarranged heap.  I 
decided to unsort the heap and see how it looked when it 
came back together with some order.

Among the items in the collection was a book, a biography, 
on the life of St. Louise de Marillac, and I decided to start 
the history there, with the life of our patron saint.  I then 
met with Father Caridi and he shared his view that he saw 
the history as telling the story of how this parish in the 
South Hills of Pittsburgh that is home now to nearly 10,000 
people came to be sitting on the hill at the top of the road 
in the middle of the last century.  With some research, some 
helpful history in a reported decision of the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court and a review of deeds obtained from the 
Diocesan records, I was able to learn more about the Baldes-
berger family that had farmed the land and fill out the years 
before the parish’s official formation.   The rest of the story 
came from that collection of “archived” items, the interviews 
conducted for the 50th Jubilee with life-long parishioners 
and an occasional personal recollection of an event.  The 

book includes copies of the dedication covers to key par-
ish events throughout its history, a timeline and numerous 
photographs, some familiar and some never-before-seen.

In the end, the history took the form of a short book.  The 
purpose of it is to place the first 50 years of St. Louise de 
Marillac in some historical context, and to preserve in 
one place the scraps of parish history that were scattered 
throughout those original boxes.  The book is titled “Taking 
Care of God’s Work” to invoke the refrain of our patroness, 
St. Louise, to always “take care of the service of the poor”, 
and to recall the words of the parish’s first pastor, Father 
John Schonhardt, that “God takes care of the people of St. 
Louise because the people of St. Louise take care of God”.  It 
is subtitled “A Short History of St. Louise de Marillac Par-
ish” because it is short (less than 70 pages) and makes no 
attempt to include every event or person that was material 
to the parish or that would be part of some longer, fuller his-
tory (written by someone with more time than I had).

The book is being published through an on-line publisher 
(which allows multiple printings to accommodate addi-
tional orders).  Parishioners can obtain a copy by contacting 
the Parish office at (412) 833-1010.  The cost of the book is 
$20 which defrays some of the publishing cost, with the rest 
being subsidized by the Parish.

Jim McLean has been a parishioner of St. Louise since it was 
founded 50 years ago.  He was part of the first 1st grade class 
at St. Louise school.  Jim is a Partner at Manion, McDonough 
& Lucas P.C.  He is currently a member of the Bethel Park 
Council.  Jim and his wife Gina have four children who all 
went to St. Louise School.  They have one grandchild.  We 
would like to offer a warm, heartfelt thank you to Jim for 
the time and energy that he invested into putting this book 
together for the parish.

Faith Direct is an electronic giving program that saves St. Louise de Marillac Church 
both time and money so that we can turn our focus to serving our community.  
When you enroll with Faith Direct, we are able to remove you from the envelope 
program, thereby reducing our costs while simplifying your financial record keeping.  
Through automated giving, you are helping to strengthen our Church, and helping 
preserve God’s green earth!  Sign up for eGiving today by picking up a form in the 
back of church or at the LeGras Parish Office.  You can also go to www.faithdirect.
net and use our church code: PA27 to securely enroll online.  Thank you for your 
continued generous support of St. Louise de Marillac Church.

Faith Direct
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Highest Honors – GPA 4.0

7th grade
Molly Boehner
Larkin Gillespie
Nathan Makowski
Rachel Mc Claine
Sarah Neky
Emma Osterhaus
Christian Romano
Rachel Sullivan
Jessica Viehman
Maggie Wolf

8th grade

Maggie Broring
Kate Carnivale
Mary Cugini
Matt Ellsworth
Francesca Galietta
Marielle Gleason
Madison Klutch
Mary Elizabeth Lucas
Claire Makowski
Sean Mc Claine
Leigh McLinden
Abby Morrow
Natalie Olivo
Olivia Pettigrew
Tom Wildenhain

High Honors – GPA 3.60-3.99

7th grade

Samantha Bayer
Abby Bender
Kelly Broring
James Curry
Riley Drusbasky
Joe Hassett
Jon Kaplan
Mia Kness
Emily Mamula
Megan Manion
Christine Mellick
Lindsay Pendergast
Dave Pitassi
J.P. Sentner
Carina Stoll
Liam Walsh
Anthony Williams

8th grade 

Easton Alger            
Marlee Chlystek
Jillian Gisoni
Catie Michalski
Teresa Rainone
Alex Schearer
Taya Scuilli
Morgan Smith
Reilly Welsh

Ryan Zimba

The following seventh and eighth grade students have met the academic criteria nec-
essary for the Honor Roll for the first nine week grading period.  Congratulations to 
these students for their outstanding academic achievement!

Honors – GPA 3.20-3.59

7th grade

R.J. Bell
Nathan Deitrick
Max Heller
Michael Nagy
Stefan Schultz
Shayla Staley
Matt Thelk
Alanna Weiss

8th grade

Spencer Barber
Logan Blackwood
Annie Borofski
Joe Fick
Scott Lison
Robbie Mackey
Allison Mesinere

Evan Szejko

Honor Roll

Join us in the Celebration 
of Our Savior’s Birth..

Christmas Eve Mass Times
4:00 p.m. (Church & Gym)
6:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
Midnight Mass

Christmas Day Mass Times
9:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
12:30 p.m.



Visit us at www.facebook.com/stlouisecatholicschool 
and “like” our page!  Spread the word.  We would like to get as many 
parents and alumni as possible. Thank you for your continued support!

St Louise de Marillac School is now on 
FACEBOOK! 
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THE 
ST. LOUISE 
HERALD

St. Louise de Marillac Parish
320 McMurray Road  
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

412.833.1010
www.stlouisedemarillac.org




