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STL SCHOOL FAMILIES! PLEASE JOIN US!

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING OPENING MASS
COOKOUT INCLUDES: Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Corn on the Cob, 
Drinks (Water/Beer), Desserts, Watermelon, Kona Ice and More! 

FESTIVAL INCLUDES: Corn Hole, Rock Climbing Wall, Photo Booth,
Bounce House, Games, Facepainting, DJ and activities for all ages!

Rain date Sunday, August 27th after 12:30pm Mass. Registration details coming soon.

$25
PER FAMILY 

A SCHOOL COMMUNITY FESTIVAL & COOKOUT

20 17

2017– 2018 SCHOOL YEAR

COME AND PRAY WITH US FOR A BLESSED YEAR FOR OUR CHILDREN
ALL FAMILIES & TEACHERS WILL RECEIVE A SPECIAL BLESSING

6PM    SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 2017

BYOB You are welcome to bring beverages.
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Louise,

Often I remark that our relationship with the Church is, in so many ways, analogous to our family life.  Most of us are 
very aware that our personal identities are rooted in our families.  The times we spend with family and extended family 
members, especially gathered around the table at Sunday meals and holidays, are sacred moments in which we learn and 
appreciate our family history and strengthen the bond of kinship.  

Coming together at Mass to celebrate the Eucharist is likewise a sacred moment in which our Christian identity is 
continually formed and strengthened.  Gathered before the table of the altar we hear God’s Word which tells the history 
of our salvation, and by participating in the Eucharistic Sacrifice we share fully in the Passion, Death and Resurrection 
of the Lord – the Paschal Mystery.  Our weekly participation in the Eucharist is how the Lord maintains our identity as 
Christians and strengthens the bond of charity which characterizes the Church.

In this issue of the St. Louise Herald one of our feature articles celebrates those new members of our parish who were 
fully initiated into the Catholic Faith through the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.  
This liturgy, often called the “Mother of All Liturgies,”  tells that same story of God reaching out to the human race 
through a ritual rich with signs and symbols (blessed fire and the Paschal Candle, darkness and light, water), readings 
from both the Old and New Testaments, and the Sacraments.  Through this celebration individuals gain their identity as 
Christians through the waters of Baptism, incorporating their lives into the great “Story” of our salvation in Jesus Christ.  
It is both a joy and a sign of the Lord’s grace at work among us to welcome people into the full communion of the 
Church.  

The St. Louise Herald, which is a labor of love and the work of many hands, is meant to foster a deeper appreciation of 
the parish community so many families and individuals have come together to form – to tell the ongoing story of what 
God is doing in our midst, and to invite others to come and see what we are about.  I ask you to continue to pray with 
me, most especially when we come together for Mass each week, that the Lord will continue to build up our Christian 
identity and strengthen the bond of charity among us.

Entrusting all our needs to the Lord through the intercession of His Blessed Mother and our patroness, St. Louise de 
Marillac, I am

Yours in Christ,

Father Joseph E. Sioli

Message from the Pastor

SUMMER 2017
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Dear Parishioners, School Families, and Friends of St. Louise:

It’s hard to believe this is my last issue of “The St. Louise Herald”, which has turned 
into a labor of love for me. Deciding to leave was not easy, but I felt like it was time 
for new energy and ideas in this position.  In reflecting on the last 12 years at St. 
Louise, I am filled with immense gratitude and appreciation for so many people.  

When we arrived at St. Louise in 2005, I had no idea how much this parish and 
school would become part of our life and our family.  After a year in public 
school, we decided that a Catholic education was worth two busses in the 
morning even though the public grade school was a mile from our house.  What 
a fantastic decision for our children in the end.  God works in wonderful ways.  

Our first year at St. Louise was overwhelming.  There was so much to learn, 
lots of new faces, and so many things to do.  My volunteer work in the first 
year consisted only of counting Campbell’s soup labels and making pizzelles 
for a spaghetti dinner.  I got more involved during my second year at St. Louise 
and helped to organize and carry out the Technology Drive.  At the time there 
were only 20 computers in the school. Parishioners and school families were 
wonderful in jumpstarting the technology program which has grown into a 
curriculum able to compete with any school in the area. 

Father Mike arrived at St. Louise in July 2008 and I was the head of the School 
Advisory Council (SAC) at the time. With his support and the support of a 
fantastic school and parish community, things moved quickly. There were 
classroom renovations, new lockers in the hallways, a new computer lab, a 
renovated science lab, cafeteria, library and so much more.  Summers were a 
whirlwind and my children still lament that many summers included daily visits 
to school for renovation check-ups.  In 2010 Rob Kania initiated STL2020 as 
head of the SAC.  STL2020 was a 10-year strategic planning initiative designed 
to chart the course of the school for the next decade.  Out of STL2020 came the 
recommendation to hire a Director of Advancement for the Church and School 
in 2011, and I was offered the job.  Father Joe arrived at St. Louise in July 2013 
and so much was unknown at the time.  Would he embrace the Advancement 
position when very few, if any parishes and schools in the Diocese had one?  
Once again, God was at work.  We have been blessed with another great pastor 
who has a love for St. Louise with a willingness to plow forward ahead of most 
churches and schools in the Diocese.  Renovations continued, new positions in 
the school were created, and new programs were initiated in the parish to bring 
people closer to Christ.

As my official time here comes to an end, I’m filled with so many emotions. 
Thank you to all of the volunteers, donors, and to my coworkers who made this 
job so wonderful. I know that I haven’t always made everyone happy, but please 
know that the decisions made were always based on “What is best for St. Louise?”. 
I am grateful for the time I’ve had here, the wonderful people I’ve come to 
know, and I’m so proud of the work that was accomplished by teams of amazing 
people. Most of all, I thank God for the opportunity to be a part of it.  

Sincerely,

Lisa C. Osterhaus 
Director of Stewardship

From the 
Editor
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This is a dish I remember from summers in Rome. It is best served with chilled white 
Frascati wine. Be sure to use fresh eggs or the best quality eggs you can get.

INGREDIENTS:
2 Tbsp. salt
2 Tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
8 oz. diced pancetta  

(or 4 oz. diced pancetta  
and 4 oz. diced prosciutto)

1 lb. bucatini or rigatoni
4 large eggs
1 Tbsp. freshly ground  

black pepper
1	Tbsp.	red	pepper	flakes
1/4 cup grated Parmigiano-

Reggiano cheese
1/4 cup grated Pecorino 

Romano cheese

Bring the water to boil in a large pot; add salt. Meanwhile, 
combine the olive oil and pancetta (and/or prosciutto) in a sauté 
pan over medium heat and cook until it is crispy and golden. 
Remove from the heat and set aside (do not drain fat).

Cook the spaghetti in the boiling water until just al dente. Set 
aside 1/2 cup of the pasta cooking water.

In a bowl, whip the eggs with black pepper and red pepper. 
When well mixed, add the Parmigiano Reggiano cheese and 
blend well. Add about half of the hot pasta water and continue 
to mix well.

Drain the pasta and return to the pot. Pour in the pancetta and 
oil; mix well. Slowly fold in the egg mixture and mix well until all 
the pasta is coated. Place the lid on the pan and let sit for about 
1 minute so that the steam allows the egg to cook on the pasta.

Place the pasta in bowls and add another sprinkling of 
Parmigiano cheese and some black pepper. Serve immediately.

Spaghetti Alla Carbonara

 RECIPE

BY REV. DANIELE VALLECORSA

Father Daniele and his mother Mamie Sperduti- 

Vallecorsa enjoy preparing together the traditional 

recipes handed down in their family. While she now 

resides in Rome, Italy when she visits the US she 

brings a bit of Italy to Pittsburgh. Buon appetito!!
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Dear Friends in Christ:

The Parish Share Program 
(PSP) is vitally important in 
continuing the daily work 
of the Church throughout 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
and right here at St. 
Louise.  Your support of 
the PSP makes it possible 
for our bishop and those 
who work with him to 
serve and lead Catholics 
and our neighbors, to 
extend charity to many 
people in our region, and 
to further the work of the 
Church in many more 
ways.  This year St. Louise 
de Marillac Parish’s goal 
is $285,000.  To date we 
have received $210,000 
in pledges/payments. 
If we do not meet our 
assessment through this 
annual campaign, we 
must make payment from 
our parish operating 
accounts.  However, 

any donations to PSP 
received in excess of 
our assessment returns 
directly to our parish – 
with the added benefit 
of remaining free from 
any future assessment.  
We are proud to report 
that once again, the 
parishioners of St. Louise 
de Marillac have met and 
exceeded our PSP goal 
for 2016.  Thank you for 
your continued support!

Once again we are asking 
each family or individual 
to seriously consider 
a pledge of $350.00 
(certainly more or less as 
your finances permit).  For 
those of you who are not 
able to give regularly to 
the Sunday Collection, a 
pledge or a one-time gift 
to the PSP is a convenient 
and significant way in 
which you can support  
St. Louise Parish.

There are several  
ways available for you 
to make payment:

• If you wish to make a 
full or partial payment, 
you can include a check 
payable to “St. Louise 
de Marillac Parish” 
with your pledge card 
or by using the one 
below. Pledge cards are 
also available on the 
Parish website. (www.
stlouisedemarillac.org) 

• If you would like 
to make monthly 
payments, you will 
receive monthly 
reminders by mail.

• If you use Faith Direct, 
you may call them 
at 1-866-507-8757 
to arrange payment 
toward your pledge; or 
you may do so through 
their website at www.
faithdirect.net. Our 
parish code is PA27.

Parish Share
P R O G R A M
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O
ne of our first initiatives was to respond to a yearly  
Diocesan invitation to celebrate a ‘Disabilities Awareness  
Mass’ in each parish.  Father Daniele was the celebrant of  
this special Mass offered for the first time here at St. Louise in  

October 2016, as part of our observance of Respect Life Month. Through the 
bulletin we invited all parishioners, especially those with a disability, to take part in 
the celebration of the Mass, and afterwards  to share in fellowship at LeGras Hall.  
It was a joy to gather people from our community together to acknowledge and 
speak about their experiences and their challenges, and to be inspired by their 
faith.  As a result we are even more aware that there are many folks with particular 
needs who were not with us on that occasion, and we are motivated to come 
together with them as well.

St. Louise de Marillac Parish continues to embrace our On Mission for the 
Church Alive! challenge, which is about “bringing people to Jesus by ensuring 
that our parishes, schools and Catholic institutions are vibrant, viable, and 
sustainable, and by equipping and exciting people about sharing their faith 
with their family, friends, and community.”  With this in our minds and hearts, 
a number of our parishioners have given much thought to what more we 
might do to ensure that all are welcomed to participate fully in worship and 
in parish life.  As a result, a small group came together to form the Disabilities 
Awareness Committee at St. Louise Church in September 2016.  

What CanWe Do? 
MAKE US 
AWARE!

 
NEW! DISABILITY AWARENESS COMMITTEE

B Y  B A R B A R A  B R E I E R
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Some questions which 
have come up as 

Committee members 
and parishioners have 
continued to talk with 

one another are:

"What might prevent 
someone from 

attending Mass here  
at St. Louise?"

"Are we meeting the 
needs of people who 

require some measure 
of assistance in order to 

fully participate  
at Mass?"

"How would a person 
reach out to this parish 
community to express 

their needs?"

These conversations and the opportunities 
which flow from them provide agenda items for 
our Committee meetings.  As the Disabilities 
Awareness Committee develops, each member 
is very eager to make contributions in making 
our parish Masses and other celebrations and 
functions as accessible as possible for ALL of our 
parishioners and visitors.

With the support and leadership of Sr. Faith, our 
parish Pastoral Associate, and our pastor, Fr. Joe, 
the Committee is made up of parishioners who 
have a family member with a disability and who 
can relate or speak directly to specific needs.  
As one of the Committee members, I am very 
familiar with the needs of a person who is deaf 
or hard of hearing, because of my experience 
with my son.  He has a strong faith and sincerely 
desires to hear the Word of God, as well as the 
homily, each Sunday. But his needs might be 
different from others with hearing loss.  Other 
members have family members with autism, and 
their experience, too, informs them of the unique 
care and consideration with which we need to 
respond to each individual.

We feel we are able to sympathize well with and 
anticipate the needs of others.  Yet each of us 
has already realized that there is much to learn 
concerning the broad range of special needs 
which our parishioners present.  Some were not 
aware that certain needs were already being met 
here at St. Louise, such as wheelchair accessibility 
within the Church proper, the location of our 
accessible restroom, or the availability of low 
gluten hosts for Holy Communion.  AWARENESS 
is key in allowing our parish to include others 
more fully within this living Body of Christ.

This realization begs the question: How do we 
become aware?  One step toward this effort is 
the planned revision of the parish registration 
form so that new parishioners have the 
opportunity to share whatever particular needs 
they may have.  Another is to grow awareness by 
means of articles in the bulletin’s Parish Nurse 
column pertaining to various types of disabilities 
and related topics.   We are committed 
to continue to spread the word about our 
Committee and its work, and to encourage all 
to feel free to reach out to any member to make 
us aware of what we may be able to do to help.  
Our parish office staff is always happy to put you 
in touch with us. 
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ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Now accepting Preschool - 8th grade registrations for 2017 - 2018
Schedule your tour today: 412.835.0600 • www.stlouiseschoolpa.org  

 Full-day and half-day Kindergarten
 On-site child care before and after school
 Curriculum Director, Resource Officer, and 

Learning Support Coordinator
 Dedicated Priests, Faculty, and Administrators
 State of the art technology including 

SMARTboards, iPad Cart, Kindles Carts, 
Chromebook Carts, 1:1 Chromebooks for 
7th and 8th graders

 STREAM lab
 18 different sports and extracurricular activities
 Weekly school Mass and Eucharist Adoration

I N S P I R I N G  T O M O R R O W ’ S  L E A D E R S

310 McMURRAY ROAD • UPPER ST. CLAIR, PA 15241 •    STLOUISECATHOLICSCHOOL

Join Our
Family

 SCHOOL NOTES



The ACRE test is administered to 
students in 5th and 8th grade. The 
acronym stands for Assessment of 
Catechesis/Religious Education.  The 
ACRE is an assessment based on the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
and the most recent catechetical 
documents.

The purpose of the NCEA ACRE is to 
evaluate the effectiveness of a religion 
program.  ACRE reports equip school 
principals, religion teachers, and 
catechists to evaluate not only the 
local curriculum content, but also the 
teaching strategies used to deliver 
that curriculum.

GRADE  NORM ST. LOUISE ST. LOUISE ST. LOUISE ST. LOUISE
  READING MATH SCIENCE SOCIAL STUDIES
 

1 1.7 3.0 3.5 4.7 4.2

2 2.7 4.7 3.5 3.8 5.4

3 3.7 5.4 5.6 8.1 7.1

4 4.7 7.5 5.7 7.5 7.8

5 5.7 10.2 8.6 9.6 8.6

6 6.7 11.1 10.7 10.5 11.2

7 7.7 12.7 12.1 10.9 11.6

8 8.7 13.0 12.9 12.4 12.7

T E R R A  N O V A  
T E S T  R E S U L T S 

Academic excellence is a priority at 
St. Louise de Marillac School.  Every 
year students in first through grade 
eight take the Terra Nova tests in 
core academic subjects.  Students in 
grades five and eight take the religion 
ACRE Test.  Our students consistently 
score above the national norms on 
standardized tests.  Our dedicated 
teachers work closely with students 
to challenge, support and reinforce 
learning.  

Terra Nova Tests were administered 
the week of March 27, 2017.  Grade 
Equivalent indicates the year and 
month of school for which a student’s 
level of performance is typical.  
Example, a Grade Equivalent of 6.3 is 
interpreted to mean that the student’s 
achievement is at a level that is typical 
of students who have completed the 
third month of Grade 6.

St. Louise de Marillac Catholic School  

Test Results 2016-2017

Our class averages have exceeded their 
grade norms in all subject areas and in 
all grade levels for the academic year 
2016-2017, as well as previous years.

A C R E  R E L I G I O N 
T E S T  R E S U L T S AREA OF FAITH 

DOMAIN

Knowledge
of the Faith

Liturgical
Life

Moral
Formation

Prayer

Communal
Life

Missionary
Spirit

NATIONAL SCHOOL
AVERAGE GRADE 5

ST. LOUISE
AVERAGE GRADE 5

82%

84%

87%

81%

87%

81%

71%

69%

81%

73%

62%

76%

71%

68%

78%

65%

72%

54%

NATIONAL SCHOOL
AVERAGE GRADE 8

ST. LOUISE
AVERAGE GRADE 8

93%

89%

93%

90%

81%

95%
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I n an effort to observe the last 
day of the Easter Triduum 
with both proper solemnity 
and anticipatory gladness, 

St. Louise Parish and School families 
gathered together for our “Holy Saturday 

Family Eggstravaganza and Blessing of 
the Easter Foods” on the morning before 

Easter.  The event brought LeGras Hall 
to life with over a hundred people and 

many more hundreds of hard-boiled eggs!   

Attendees dyed the supplied eggs, and also 
applied traditional Pysanky wraps featuring 
gorgeous icons and Eastern Rite Catholic 
designs onto them.  Families enjoyed breakfast 
refreshments while children also created a 
lamb, signifying Christ, the Lamb of God, and 
decorated wheat shafts with beads and ribbons.  
The three pieces of wheat symbolize the Holy 
Trinity and also represent an offering up of 
the fruits of our labors.  The wheat also calls 
to mind Christ who died to give himself to 
us as the Bread of Life.  Participants placed 

these crafts and the decorated eggs, which 
symbolize eternal life and also the 

tomb from which Christ arose, in the 
baskets which each family prepared 

with Easter foods at home.  They 
then carried them to the 

church for the Blessing of 
the Easter Foods liturgy.  

The family baskets,

each unique, were laden with 
foods associated with the breaking 
of the Lenten Fast.  They were placed 
around the steps of the sanctuary, 
splendid with lit taper candles flickering 
in each basket.   Fr. Daniele greeted the 
families and conducted a brief Liturgy 
of the Word.  Next, he blessed the hams, 
lamb legs, and other meats; the butter and 
cheeses; the herbs, greenery, and flowers; 
salt, eggs, wines, and Easter breads all lovingly 
arranged in the baskets in anticipation of 
the greatest feast of the Church, Easter.  

The Blessing of the Baskets is an enduring 
and beloved tradition which comes to us from 
Catholics of Slavic descent.  Some form of this 
tradition dates as far back as the 7th Century 
AD, though its more “modern” form dates to 
the 12th century.   Observing this tradition 
of preparation and holy anticipation helped 
families to observe Holy Saturday in its proper 
context and to enter into the Easter season 
with hearts full of gratitude for the gift of 
our redemption in Christ, for His Church, 
and for all good things which flow 
from God’s graciousness.  St. Louise 
Church and School hope that this 
Holy Saturday tradition will 
become an annual event 
for your family and 
invite you to join 
us next year!

FamilyH O LY  S A T U R D AY

 Eggstravaganza
B Y  REBECCA PETT IGREW

A N D  B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  E A S T E R  F O O D S
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St. Louise de Marillac 

FAMILY FISH FRY

Friends of St. Louise Family Fish Fry Sponsors:

LeGras Circle:

STL Sweet Treats Sponsors:
The Bargiband Family, The Byrne Family, The DeAngelo Family, 

The Glyptis Family, The Konyk Family, The Kuntz Family, The Miliken Family

The Mack Family

O V E R
11,000
ITEMS
SERVED!

Carmen Petraglia, MD, Spine Surgeon
SOUTH HILLS ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY ASSOCIATES, P.C.

deMarillac Sponsors: Schonhardt Sponsor: Baldesberger Sponsor:

Gretchen’s
GOOD EATS, INC.

Platinum Partners in Education:

Gold Partner
in Education:

Family Fish Fry Partners:

St. Louise Family Fish Fry Sponsors:

 www.sba-list.org

Thank you to all of the volunteers, sponsors, and patrons of the St. Louise Family Fish Fry.
We are grateful for a wonderful Fish Fry Season. See you next year!
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Mrs. Zee Ann Poerio, K-8 
Computer Teacher and 7th & 8th Grade 
Latin teacher at St. Louise de Marillac, 
was honored at an awards dinner on 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017 by the National 
Catholic Education Association 
(NCEA) at their annual conference.  
The conference which was held in St. 
Louis, MO hosted over 8,000 attendees 
and is the largest, private-education 
association gathering in the country. 

The event featured more than 250 professional 
development sessions, daily liturgies, networking 
opportunities and an Expo Hall showcasing more than 
260 of the latest educational products and services.

At the conference, 41 individuals and organizations were 
honored with the Lead. Learn. Proclaim. Award. The 
honorees included distinguished teachers, principals, 
pastors, presidents, superintendents and organizations 
that “demonstrate a strong Catholic educational 
philosophy as well as exceptional ability, dedication 
and results.” Mrs. Poerio was one of the 16 distinguished 
teachers honored for her commitment to excellence in 
Catholic school education.

"Teachers are the backbone of our Catholic educational 
system, providing day-to-day instruction in faith 
and academics for students at over 6,500 Catholic 
elementary and secondary schools across the 
nation," said James Pavlacka, director of Leadership 

Development at the NCEA. "The excellence that these 
teachers display is an inspiration to all of us who work in 
Catholic education."

The NCEA pointed out that as a technology teacher at 
St. Louise de Marillac, Mrs. Poerio integrates the faith 
into every aspect of technology. She also encourages her 
students to fully live their faith in everything they do.

"I work to provide opportunities to help my students 
develop their own abilities, and I encourage them to 
share their God-given talents with others," Poerio said. 
"I do the same when I share our work at St. Louise with 
other teachers and organizations. By living out my faith 
in the public square, I hope to be a witness to others of 
the quality of Catholic education."

Kenneth Klase, Principal of St. Louise de Marillac School, 
said that in addition to her academic contributions, 
Mrs. Poerio has also contributed to the religious growth 
of the parish. She has served as a Religious Education 
teacher and is currently an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion and is a member of the DeMarillac Guild.  
"She incorporates her faith in all her work, and I am 
honored to have her as part of the faculty," he said.

In recognizing Mrs. Poerio’s award, Dr. Michael Latusek, 
Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, 
said, "I am reminded of the quote by John Steinbeck: “I 
have come to believe that a great teacher is a great artist 
and that there are as few as there are any other great 
artists.” Mrs. Poerio exemplifies a true artist; making the 
real difference in Catholic education, living and breathing 
the Gospel, witnessing Christ and His love to her students 
every day. 

Portions of the article reprinted from The Pittsburgh Catholic, January 27, 2017

By living out my 
faith in the public 
square, I hope to be 
a witness to others 
of the quality of 
Catholic education."

“



Friday, November 3rd | St. Louise de Marillac | Lower LeGras Hall
Doors open at 5:45 for  Appetizers and Spoonwood Beer Tasting.

Speaker from 7:00-7:45, Dinner and Dessert follow

Make it        a Date!

Ma�hew Leonard is an internationally known 
speaker, author, podcaster, filmmaker, and 
Vice President of the St. Paul Center for Biblical 
Theology (founded by Dr. Sco� Hahn).
A convert to Catholicism and former missionary to Latin America, Ma�hew is a 
frequent guest on radio and television programs across the country appearing 
on SiriusXM, EWTN, CBS, and the Magnificat. He hosts a podcast on iTunes titled 
“The Art of Catholic.” Ma�hew is the Executive Producer and host of the 
best-selling Bible and the Virgin Mary and Bible and the Sacraments video 
series and is a featured speaker by Lighthouse Catholic Media. He also holds a 
Masters in Theology from Franciscan University of Steubenville. In addition to 
numerous articles, he is the author of two books, Louder Than Words: The Art of 
Living as a Catholic and Prayer Works! Ge�ing A Grip On Catholic Spirituality.

Event Cost: $45.00/couple or $25.00/single
To register, please visit www.stlouiseschoolpa.org and click on the

Feed Your Marriage - Date Night Registration link.
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An Evening with
Matthew Leonard

Spiritual GPS - Three Stages of the Interior Life
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Miraculous    
        Medal
I

n December 2012, I was diagnosed with triple 
negative breast cancer.   What at first felt 
very overwhelming, soon became a journey 
I had never expected. It started with a very 
close friend recommending that I wear the 

Miraculous Medal. All of the students had received 
them at St. Louise School from a priest who had them 
blessed by the Pope on a visit to Rome. 

The very first day I wore it, I went to Mass and the 
medal fell from my chain. I thought I had lost it, but 
soon realized it had fallen into my shirt (on the side 
where the lump was located). I then felt a complete 
sense of warmth and peace fill my body, a feeling I 
had never experienced in the past.

The next few weeks were filled with several 
doctor’s appointments.  I had been wearing the 
Miraculous Medal and saying the novena daily. My 
first appointment was to have several additional 
questionable areas biopsied. I grasped my medal as 
the biopsies began. After the first one, the doctor 
said, “Wow, that was definitely a cyst, it drained 

immediately!”  I said “Could you please  
do that with the rest of them?” and as he 
continued, his whole demeanor changed. He 
looked at the assistant and said “These all appear 
to be normal?!” The assistant looked at me. Her 
eyes filled with tears and she said “You just asked 
for that!” I told her the medal had become my 
“rock” during this time. She then whispered to me 
“I really believe you are going to be fine.”

The next and most significant meeting was with my 
surgeon. I was a bit frustrated because the surgeon 
I had wanted after much research was on medical 
leave. When I met this surgeon, I immediately asked 
her about my diagnosis and if she had ever seen a 
case like mine. Her answer was…“ I have seen many, 
and many a lot worse than yours that have come out 
great”. She then paused and said, “and I have had 
triple negative breast cancer and I am here to tell you 
that I am a survivor and you will be too.”  My mouth 
dropped and my eyes welled with tears and again, I 
felt that sense of peace, as if I was sent an angel. 

B Y  N A N C Y  G I L L E S P I E

An Unexpected Turn in 
My Life Led Me to the 

Casey, Kylie, Peyton, and Nancy Gillespie
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Early January was my surgery. I felt no hesitation that 
day. My surgeon promised to bring my Miraculous 
Medal with her into the operating room. Once I was 
awake, I was told the surgery had gone well. I was so 
thankful!  However, when I returned home from the 
hospital I felt detached and deflated. I did not feel the 
way I had just two days prior. Maybe it was the waiting 
for the final pathology. Maybe I was just mentally and 
physically tired. I had been praying the Miraculous 
Medal novena every day since the beginning of 
December but something just felt different.  

I sat down at my vanity where I have the statue of 
Mary holding the Miraculous Medal. I held on to her so 
tight and began the novena I had said so many times, 
and then “it” happened.  The warmth throughout my 
body became overwhelming. I immediately felt the 
strength and the connection I had just days ago.  

That very same evening I received the call from 
my surgeon “No lymph nodes. More than enough 
clearance. Then my surgeon said “The clearance was 
not my doing, that was God’s work!”  

I wear my Miraculous Medal every day. Until this 
experience I had never prayed for myself.  I always 
thought it was a selfish way to pray. I have learned 
through these last several years that praying for 
yourself is EXACTLY what God wants us to do. He 
wants us to lean on Him to give us strength. He 
wants us to witness what He can and has done for 
us to give us hope.  I have given more Miraculous 
Medals to friends, acquaintances and family than I 
can count.  This experience has led me into a deeper 
understanding of how faith in God, trust in God can 
truly impact you in a way you never thought possible. I 
look at all things and people in a much different light. 
When you open yourself to God and listen and see 
what he has planned for you, your life WILL change in 
significant beautiful ways. 

Healing Pray�s 
& M�ian Devoti�s

S T.  L O U I S E  D E  M A R I L L A C  C H U R C H

310 MCMURRAY ROAD, PITTSBURGH, PA 15241
412.833.1010  |  STLOUISEDEMARILLAC.ORG

E V E R Y  T U E S D A Y

9:00 am: Holy Mass

9:30 am: Adoration 
of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament continues 
throughout the day

6:30 pm: Recitation 
of the Holy Rosary

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm:
Confessions

7:30 pm: Novena 
Devotions followed 
by Prayers for Healing 
and Benediction of 
the Most Blessed 
Sacrament

I strongly recommend anyone in 

need of hope, prayer and/or healing 

attend the Tuesday evening devotion 

to Our Lady of the Miraculous 

Medal at St. Louise Church.  I have 

attended many times for myself and 

others in need of prayer. Stop in on 

a Tuesday evening for a short time. 

Bring a friend or family member if 

you’d like. Pamphlets are available 

to follow along.  You will not be 

disappointed….you may even find 

the time spent during the devotion 

and healing was just what God had 

planned for you.   

St. Catherine, who was blessed with apparitions of Mary 
Immaculate, saw Mary with gems emitting rays, and 
an oval frame formed around her and within it, letters 
of gold “O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us 
who have recourse to you.”  Her voice then said “Have 
a Medal struck after this model.  All who wear it will 
receive great graces; they should wear it around the 
neck. Graces will abound for persons who wear it with 
confidence.”  St Catherine had the medals made.  In a 
short time the medal was worn by millions.  In its wake 
followed innumerable wonders…health was restored, 
sickness banished; bad habits broken, special graces 
given; dangers averted, blessings bestowed, which is 
how the medal became known as the Miraculous Medal.



Dear Friends of St. Louise: 

Thank you for your ongoing support of St. Louise de Marillac School. We are blessed to have supporters like 
you. Your participation makes it possible for us to provide an outstanding Catholic education to nearly 500 
students at St. Louise.

I hope you will consider partnering with us in education through a corporate or family sponsorship for the 
2017-18 school year. Being a Partner in Education will provide mutual benefits. Your sponsorship will help our 
school as well as provide your business exposure to over 3,000 parishioner and school families at St. Louise.

Please refer to the Sponsorship Levels & Benefits section on the next page for details about each sponsorship 
level. To sign on as a “Partner in Education” for the 2017-18 school year, please complete the form below.

Please contact Lisa Osterhaus at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org or 412.833.1010 for further information.

Sincerely, 

Kenneth J. Klase 
Principal

Yes!  We would like to become a Partner in Education for St. Louise de Marillac School.

Please make checks payable to “St. Louise de Marillac School”, and indicate Partners in Education in the 
memo section of the check.

Mail this form along with your check to the attention of Lisa Osterhaus at St. Louise de Marillac School, 
310 McMurray Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241.

Company/Family Name: 

Phone: 

Contact Name: 

E-mail: 

Sponsorship Level: 

Mailing Address: 

Partners 

IN  EDUCATION

I n s p i r i n g  To m or row ’ s  L e a d e r s

201 7-2018  SCHOOL YEAR



I n s p i r i n g  To m or row ’ s  L e a d e r s

Partners 

in education
SPONSORSHIP LEVELS & BENEFITS

St. Louise Gold Sponsor: 
$2,500.00

 Company name attached to all aspects of ONE event 
(Amazing R4CE, Gala, Family Fish Fry)  

 Corporate name and logo on all printed materials 
for that event, including program, letters and poster 
at the event entrance

 2 tickets to the Gala and recognition on Partners In 
Education sign at the Gala

 Event signage and 2 complimentary tickets to the 
Men’s Fish Fry

 Listing of company as sponsor on the school website

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Gold Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine

St. Louise Silver Sponsor:
$1,000.00

 Company name and logo on poster/banner at the Gala

 Recognition on Partners In Education sign at the Gala

 Listing of company as sponsor on the school website

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Silver Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine

St. Louise Bronze Sponsor:
$500.00

 Company name and logo on poster at the Gala

 Listing as a sponsor on the school website

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Bronze Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine

St. Louise 
Platinum Sponsor:
$5,000.00

 Title sponsorship at all school 
fundraising events, including 
The Amazing Race for Catholic 
Education (R4CE), Gala, and  
Family Fish Fry

 Recognition on the Amazing R4CE  
web page and communication piece 
(over 4,000 R4CE letters sent)

 Full-page ad on Gala screens

 Recognition on all tables at Family  
Fish Fry showing sponsorship and 
support of school

 Name and logo on school website,  
with a hyperlink to your company’s 
website

 Event signage and 5 complimentary 
tickets to the Men’s Fish Fry

 Recognition in the A to Z electronic 
directory

 4 Tickets to the Gala

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV  
screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Platinum Sponsor 
in the St. Louise Herald parish 
magazine 

 Recognition as a Platinum Sponsor 
in an ad in the St. Louise weekly 
church bulletin for 12 months
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When my husband, Jim, and I 
moved to Bethel Park 33 years 
ago, we did not necessarily 
anticipate that we would become 
life-long members of the St. 
Louise de Marillac community.  
We were simply looking for a 
comfortable suburban setting 
to raise our young and growing 
family. We wanted all that 
suburban life had to offer! We 
wanted parks, pools, schools, and 
stores all within easy access.  We 
wanted a house that we felt big 
enough to accommodate kids. 
Once	we	found	our	first	home	
and settled in, we turned our 
attention to joining a parish.

Jim and I were both raised in 
Catholic homes, practiced the 
Catholic faith and attended 
Catholic schools. Jim’s parents 
were original St. Louise 
parishioners and Jim attended St. 
Louise School. It was just logical 
that we would embrace St. Louise 
de Marillac as our home parish. 
Like most young couples, we kept 
our lives open to opportunities and 
new experiences, wherever that 
might lead. As we look back, we 
realize how fortunate we were that 
doors opened and opportunities 
presented themselves in a way that 
allowed us to stay in this parish for 
many, many years. 

We were drawn to the vibrancy and the 

faith that embraced our family and it was 

easy to volunteer our time for something 

bigger than ourselves.

The reward of 
being a member 
of a vibrant parish 
is the feeling of 
belonging to the 
community you 
have joined.  

McLeans
Meet The

BY JIM & GINA McLEAN

 
PARISHIONER SPOTLIGHT

Gina and Jim with Clara, Nola, and Liana



Our introduction to the parish began with 
the routine of Sunday Mass week after week 
and	we	gradually	filled	out	the	pew	with	the	
addition of each of our kids, Jason, Connor, 
Owen and Sarah. We enjoyed all that St. 
Louise had to offer and just took it all in.  We 
allowed	ourselves	to	be	filled	up	with	the	
comfort of the church as it began to feel 
like home. And once we were immersed in 
the school life here at St. Louise, we spent 
more time here than in our own home! 
We passed years navigating through the 
school at all the grade levels and all activities 
from cheerleading to plays to athletics. We 

volunteered when time allowed but always 
felt welcomed and part of church life. We 
were drawn to the vibrancy and the faith 
that embraced our family and it was easy to 
volunteer our time for something bigger than 
ourselves. There was and still is tremendous 
satisfaction in giving back to a church 
community that we have grown to love.  I have 
been particularly fortunate in the past twelve 
years to be able to spend my time caring for 
the students of the school as the school nurse. 
It has been so rewarding to take care of the 
some of the youngest members of this parish 
and contribute to their lives within this church.  

Gina, Sarah, Lisa, Connor, Owen, Divya
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We led the typical hectic and chaotic lifestyle 
of careers, school work, school activities, 
family events and travel sports. No matter 
where we found ourselves on Sunday, whether 
it be out of town or a distant neighborhood for 
some activity, we made every effort to attend 
a Sunday Mass in that area. It was important 
to us to show our children that it was very 
possible,	and	in	fact	fulfilling,	to	lead	active	
and	fun-filled	lives	and	easily	incorporate	our	
faith into that life.  Our kids came to recognize 
that and now share that same belief with our 
grandchildren.  

Throughout those years of scheduled activities 
and	travel	hockey,	when	we	did	find	ourselves	
home for the weekend, attending Mass at St. 
Louise became very grounding for us…….
it became our soft spot to fall back to during 
those fast paced years.  It became our home.

Years moved on and kids moved out.  We 
adjusted to new routines each time a kid left, 
returned home and left again!  But the routine 
that didn’t change was spending time at St. 
Louise	and	finding	ourselves	with	more	time	to	
give back to the parish that gave us so much in 
those early years.

I now realize how distracted we were with 
raising our family and providing all that they 
needed. It was, at times, easy to overlook the 
important moments…..the moments that were 
God-given….the moments that our faith was 

the only thing that kept us standing.  That 
strength from our faith was always there, 
always present right in the midst of our daily 
chaos. It was quietly there holding us all in 
place.

With	the	benefit	now	of	some	age	and	a	little	
wisdom, Jim and I recognize that we may not 
have studied it or analyzed it at the time, but 
we were always led by our faith.  We always 
knew God had a hand in all that we were.  We 
knew that He surrounded us during all those 
times that we were left on our knees. It is in 
those moments that He alone holds us up that 
we see clearly that this church, this St. Louise 
de Marillac Parish, is truly our home and a 
place for which we are eternally grateful. 

Divya, Connor, Lisa, Jim, Gina, Clara, Sarah, Lauren, Liana, Jason, Nola, Owen and Evander
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TUESDAY EVENING 
PRAY N’ PLAY!
It’s Bible Study, time for small 
group prayer, and of course time 
to play! All teens in grades 9-12 
are invited to participate. We 
meet in the Youth Room from 
7:00pm to 9:00 pm.

July 11, 18, 25
August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
September 5, 12, 19, 26
October 3, 10, 17, 24 
November 7, 14, 21, 28
December 5, 12, 19 

SUNDAY EVENING 
GATHERINGS
5:30pm to 7:30 pm 
in the Youth Room

September 10, 17, 24
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
November 5, 12 
December 3, 10, 17

FALL RETREAT
November 17-19
Camp Allegheny
(Ellwood City, PA)
Open to teens in
grades 9-12.

FALL
2017

YOUTH
GROUP

HIGH SCHOOL

DATES

 YOUTH GROUP
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I f you were to ask any sane 
person to pay money to stay 
in hot, sticky cabins with no 
air conditioning and work 

outside in the sun for six hours 
every day, it is likely they would 
laugh in your face. Informing the 
person that he or she would not 
be receiving pay for their tireless 
efforts would probably result in 
a look resembling incredulous 
confusion. Even including the 
most important facts about the 
amount of people being helped 
by this cause leads to hesitant 
eye squints from the person. 
However, as stated by Francis 
Chan, “something is wrong 
when our lives make sense to 
nonbelievers.” From June 18-24, 
the life choices made by 62 teens 
from across the Diocese would 
astound any nonbeliever. 
In June, twenty members of the 
St. Louise Youth Group traveled 
to the S.N.P.J., a campground 
outside of New Castle, PA, to 
join members of St. Bernard, St. 
Maurice, and St. Frances Cabrini 
parishes. The 62 teens had one 
mission: authentic service in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Throughout 
the course of five days, groups 
of five to eight teens and adult 
leaders set out to help twenty 
families in the area. From 

BY  RACHEL SULLIVAN

 YOUTH MINISTRY
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weeding to cleaning, handicap ramp building 
to paint chipping, each person contributed to 
the selfless cause of helping those who could 
not help themselves. On the last day of Mission 
Week at each worksite, the group presented the 
homeowner with a cross, decorated and signed by 
each member. The home was then prayed over, 
and the group said goodbye to the homeowner. 
In that moment, there was an overwhelming 
sense of appreciation and respect exchanged by 
the two parties. After my group had completed 
our project of building a handicap ramp for Betty 
Anne, she was brought to tears at the reality of 
finally being able to be mobile again. Workers from 
every group agree, that final “thank you” received 
from any homeowner makes every backache and 
bug bite worth it. Physically doing God’s work 
and experiencing its effects is a feeling unlike any 
other, as all 62 teens would concur. 
The wonderful experiences did not stop at the 
worksites either. Back at the S.N.P.J, there were 
ample opportunities for teens to have fun and 
experience God simultaneously. Through beach 
volleyball, mini golf, swimming pools and bonfires, 
group members could bond and enjoy each 
other's company. Throughout the week, people 
took photographs to capture every aspect of 
the trip. When I was talking to one of the many 
photographers of the week, teen Mara Rayburg, 
she made a comment that struck me. Mara 
recounted that the smiles of the teens did not 
change after the flash of the camera went away, 
and the happiness that radiated from each of them 
was genuine and true. The joy emanating from 
the teens was truly a gift from God. Day in and 
day out, retreaters would come back from their 
worksites after six hours in the sweltering sun with 
smiles on their faces. The joy of selfless service and 
a like-minded community beamed at the S.N.P.J 
last week, a joy that comes only from our Lord.
In the eyes of many, the willingness of these teens 
to go out and do God’s work is seen as confusing. 
However, anyone who has seen the goodness of 
the Lord understands the desire to give back to 
Him. Notably, in time the weeds will grow back, 
the ramps will deteriorate, and the paint will chip 
once again. The aspect of Mission Week that is 
vital to understand is the lasting impression we 
leave on the people for whom we worked. The 
teens were blessed enough to show the light of 
Christ to suburbs across Pennsylvania. That is an 
impact that will last a lifetime. 

I think it's inspiring how a group of teenagers can 
make such a difference for a neighborhood in 
need. It's truly an example of how helping others is 
a fulfilling way to show God's love.  
– Kenzie Gentile
Mission Week is the best week of my summer. The 
feeling that you get from helping people who can't 
help themselves is indescribable, and something 
that I will carry with me through the rest of my life. 
Everyone shares such a special bond and is striving 
to help in any way that they can.  
– Megan Manion
It's amazing to me to see the happiness that comes 
from helping people. Each person that went on 
Mission Week continued to smile every day, no 
matter how hard their task was to complete. God 
was present at every worksite in a special way, and 
I am so glad that I got to experience this week with 
so many caring, hard working people by my side.  
– Rachel Romano
Mission Week this year was fantastic! The people 
from the different parishes really seemed to mesh 
well together and bond over their love of helping 
others in the name of Jesus. The working, the new 
retreat center, the students, and the leaders were 
all amazing! It was definitely a Christ-filled week, 
and I wish I wasn't a senior so that I could go back 
next year! 
– Christine Mellick 
My favorite thing about the week is definitely the 
people I get to spend it with. They've become 
some of my very best friends and I love getting to 
share the experience with them. 
– Annie Garvey 
I really enjoyed seeing everybody rally together 
around a common goal. I think my favorite thing 
about this week is seeing how much of an impact 
we can have on the communities near us. You don't 
really ever think that there are people in need 
living in your own city. This is one of my favorite 
weeks every year. It puts all that we are lucky to 
have in perspective. 
– Ben Osterhaus
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STL SPORTS 2016-2017STL SPORTS 2016-2017

Junior Varsity 
Undefeated Season
Diocesan Champions

FOOTBALL basketballVOLLEYBALL CHEERLEADING
GIRLS

Junior Varsity 
Diocesan Champions
Varsity 3rd place in 

Diocesan Championship

BOYS
Junior Varsity 

Diocesan Champions

BOYS
Junior Varsity 

TD Sports Tournament Champions
Junior Varsity Lancer Classic 

Tournament Champions
Varsity South Section Champions

Diocesan Champions
State runners-up
(2nd in the state)

20-1 record in
Catholic League play

Varsity Diocesan Champions 

TRACK &
FIELD
GIRLS

50m – Mallory Kuntz, 
Diocesan Champion

Long Jump – 
Mallory Kuntz, 

Diocesan Champion

GIRLS
Junior Varsity

1600m – Mary Nagy, 
Diocesan Champion
3200 – Mary Nagy, 
Diocesan Champion

BOYS
Junior Varsity

Shot Put – 
Austyn Winkleblech, 
Diocesan Champion

GIRLS
Varsity

800m – Tess Helms, 
Diocesan Champion

BOYS 
Varsity

1600m – Jacob Metcalf, 
Diocesan Champion

4x400 – Matt Schearer, 
Ben Deitrick, Max Cross 

& Jacob Metcalf - 
Diocesan Champions

CROSS-
COUNTRY

BOYS
Varsity

Jacob Metcalf
Diocesan Champion

GIRLS
Varsity 

Tess Helms
Diocesan Runner-up
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FOR
THE

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM PARTNERS IN EDUCATION:

We are proud to announce that the St. Louise de Marillac Catholic School 
Run for the Roses Gala raised over $100,000 for the school. Your kindness 

and generosity help to ensure the continued success of our school.

THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM PARTNERS IN EDUCATION:

 www.sba-list.org

THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM PARTNERS IN EDUCATION:

 www.sba-list.org

THANK YOU TO OUR GALA SPONSORS:

The Cortese Family

The Kaplan Family 

Laurel Communities Manion Plumbing Patrick J. McMahon, MD
Shoulder, Elbow & Knee Specialist

John & 
Marian 
Testa

WASHINGTONCHEVROLET
THE BIG ONE ON THE HILL.

James &  
Mary Ellen 

Will

The Belldina Family • Fairfield Landscaping • Good Orthodontics • The Holekamp Family 
The Konyk Family • Nataliya S. Myshakina • Richard and Barbara Soeder 
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 2017 |  St. Louise de Marillac Church

2017
RCIA 

Every year at the Easter Vigil, in parishes around 
the world, Holy Mother Church welcomes 
pilgrims into her saving embrace.  Each of these 
men and women come to RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) by very different paths, but 
are moved to begin the process by the same Holy 
Spirit.  As Catechumens and Candidates, they 
journey together for seven to eight months in 
preparation for pronouncing their Act of Faith 
and receiving the Sacraments of Initiation.  

A t the Easter Vigil, converts, or “Catechumens” (those who are 

unbaptized, coming from no religious background or non-Christian 

religions) are first Baptized into the Body of Christ through the Rite 

of Christian Baptism.  They are then Confirmed and receive their 

First Holy Communion, consummating their journey into Christ’s Church and 

signifying that they have entered into Communion with Him and the Church.    

Those seeking to become Catholic who had been affiliated through Baptism with 

other Christian (Protestant) denominations are called “Candidates”.  They are 

Christians “coming into full Communion with the Church” and, as such, do not 

need to be baptized again.  Before Easter, Candidates make their First Confession 

in preparation for the Easter Vigil Mass.   That night, they receive the Sacraments 

of Confirmation and Holy Communion.  These Sacraments bring them into the 

full share of their sacramental inheritance as Christians in Communion with the 

one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

 RCIA
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B Y  REBECCA PETT IGREW

 Tim Troutman
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That night, the Body and Blood of Christ would be broken and poured 
out for THEM and they would eat and drink of the Kingdom.

Deacon Bill Strathmann Rebecca Pettigrew, Vincent Siciliano and Deb Siciliano  Alex Molinaro and Deacon Bill Strathmann



At the Easter Vigil this year, St. Louise welcomed 8 adults into the Church through its 
RCIA Program.  The seven Candidates and one Catechumen had journeyed together 
and met for instruction and discussion nearly every Wednesday evening from the first 
week of October until that special night.  Together with Fr. Daniele Vallecorsa and  
Fr. Joseph Sioli, RCIA Director Rebecca Pettigrew instructed the group and encouraged 
the pilgrims along the way.  Many of the participants brought along spouses and/
or sponsors who found themselves learning and journeying right along with the 
Candidates and Catechumens.  On any given night, our long oval conference table was 
surrounded by 15-24 people. 

THE GOALS OF RCIA ARE THREEFOLD: 
RCIA prepares Catechumens and Candidates 
to be able to make a knowledgeable and 
free assent to Faith in Christ and to belief 
in the teachings of the one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church as formulated in the 
Nicene Creed.  It also prepares pilgrims to 
receive the Sacraments instituted by Christ 
in order to sustain Christians with His grace 
in this world and bind them together in the 
solidarity of His Body, the Church.  Finally, 
RCIA strives to facilitate a life-long and 
transformational relationship with Jesus 
Christ which translates into a dynamic and 
engaged Christian life of faith, hope, and 
charity.  Such a life then serves as a beacon to 
others of the power and truth of the Gospel. 

R
C I

A
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Melissa Bannister
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Together with parishioners Lynn Giovannitti, Vincent 
Siciliano, and Elizabeth Martin, who accompanied the RCIA 
pilgrims on their journey, the Candidates and Catechumens 
studied the Catechism of the Catholic Church through a 
systematic treatment of all the tenets of Creed, spent time 
understanding the meaning and purpose of the Sacraments, 
participated in Discovering Christ - a parish-based faith-
sharing  seminar promoting authentic encounter with 
Christ, and delved into the moral and social teachings of the 
Church and their lived application.  They also prayed and 
celebrated the major moments of the liturgical calendar 
together, shared questions and observations along the way, 
and so experienced a taste of Christian community based on 
friendship in Christ.

The three-day liturgical season of the Triduum was an 
exceptionally exciting and moving one for those journeying 
to the Sacraments.  Over the 
course of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Holy Saturday, the 
Candidates and Catechumen 
entered more deeply into 
the Paschal Mystery which is 
the life, suffering, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus.

On Holy Thursday, the 
night Christ instituted the 
Sacrament of Holy Eucharist 
and the priesthood, the 
pilgrims had their feet 
washed by Fathers Joe and Daniele.  It was the concrete 
demonstration that Christ came to cleanse and to transform 
us through his merciful love and that we, in turn, in response 
to an acceptance of His mercy, are called to serve Him by 
serving others in merciful love.  At the end of the liturgy, they 
witnessed the stripping of the Altar and the reposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament accompanied by the Church’s ancient 
eucharistic hymns.  This impressed upon their hearts the 
solemnity and sorrow of the night on which Jesus, abandoned 
by His disciples, asked that the Father’s will be done and spent 
His last hours of freedom alone and in agony.

At the Good Friday liturgy, our Candidates and Catechumen 
entered into the sorrows, pain, and alienation of Christ 
caused by our sins.  Having just received the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation/Confession for the first time on the Tuesday 
before, the sights of the barren altar, the covered crucifix 
and statuary, and the empty tabernacle took on deeper and 
more poignant meaning.  They knew that the ear of Christ 
had heard their confessions and that the lips of Christ had 
spoken Divine forgiveness to each of them.  In the Sacrament, 
His hand was raised in blessing over them and their souls 
were cleansed by His merciful love . . . .  All of this was 
possible because of Christ’s self-offering. The graces of the 

Sacraments they were about to receive were poured out to 
them from the merciful and loving heart of Christ on the 
cross.  Good Friday liturgy helped them to grapple with the 
great mystery of this gift.

And then there was the waiting. On Holy Saturday the Church 
invites us to experience the loss, doubt, fear, and sorrow of 
the disciples following the crucifixion.  She knows, however, 
that unlike the disciples, we are aware of how the story ends 
and can barely contain our anticipatory joy as we wait for 
the story to unfold. On Holy Saturday morning, while parish 
families dyed eggs and had their Easter foods blessed, the 
Candidates and Catechumen met to pray and rehearse for the 
reception of the Sacraments. The sanctuary, which had been 
stripped of adornment in memory of Christ’s abandonment 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, was now bedecked in flowers, 
calling to mind Eden.

That evening, patience 
bubbled over into joy as 
“The Mother of all Liturgies”, 
the Easter Vigil, began at 
sundown.  “This is the Night!” 
sang Fr Joe in the glorious 
Exsultet.  The Paschal Candle, 
symbol of Christ, flickered 
in the dark church.  After 
listening to the history of our 
salvation told in readings, the 
lights came up for the Gospel 
of the Resurrection and the 

congregation uttered the first liturgical “Alleluia” since 
before Lent.  That night, the Baptismal font would be made 
newly fertile to give birth, through Baptism, to our new 
Brothers in Christ by the power of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  That night, the loving hand of Christ would anoint 
them and the Holy Spirit would stir up His choicest gifts 
in them.  That night, the Body and Blood of Christ would 
be broken and poured out for them and they would eat 
and drink of the Kingdom.  Christ would feed them from 
His sacrifice on the cross, saying “This is my body given up 
for you” and they would know that He was talking to them.  
They had answered the call to “come and see” by starting the 
RCIA process and now they would be brought right into the 
central mystery of their – and our - redemption.

The Sacraments are portals which open up the very heart 
of the Trinity to us.  Through them God pours forth his 
transforming love.  That night the new Catholics experienced 
in the Sacraments that the Father wants more than merely 
to restore them to original human integrity, but also to raise 
them up to participate in a super-abundantly graced life; 
the very life of the Trinity!  With their foreheads glistening 
with fragrant Chrism, the newly confirmed Catholics were 
radiant with Christ’s own joy.  That same joy shining through 
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them is that which propelled the Gospel from the Upper 
Room in Jerusalem outward, to all corners of the earth, and 
surely, through their witness, it will serve as a renewing gift 
to our parish and the Church at large.

After receiving their Sacraments at the Vigil, some of the 
newly formed Catholics and sponsors met for three more 
Wednesday nights to experience a Life in the Spirit seminar 
in preparation for the “Birthday of the Church”, Pentecost.  
Seminar presenter Lee Matelan, who also sponsored one of 
the candidates, together with other dynamic Charismatic 
Catholics, testified to the transforming and dynamic 
presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives and in the world.  
Each participant in the seminar prayed - and was prayed 
over - for a deeper infilling of the Holy Spirit so that their 
relationship with Christ might always remain alive, vibrant, 
and in service to building up the Body of Christ.  

Please join our parish family in welcoming these new 
Catholics who are such a blessing to our parish and to the 
Universal Church!   May we all be open to the continuing 
work of the Holy Spirit in deepening our conversion 
and quickening our conformity to Christ.  May He dwell 
intimately in each of us and be the Divine source who heals, 
strengthens, instructs, encourages, guides, and enlivens our 
souls so that we may be one in Him.

2017 Catechumen:  Tim Troutman 

2017 Candidates:  Erin Stipetich, Bill Santel,  Justin Kaszonyi, 
Melissa Bannister, Bob Sheplar, Deb Siciliano, Chris Filoon

Are you interested in learning more about RCIA for yourself 
or someone else?  Call Rebecca Pettigrew at (412) 770-7635.

Coming this fall:  Would you like to learn more about the 
origin, meaning, and power of the sacraments?  Watch 
for announcements about upcoming opportunities to 
do small- group study with the excellent new film series 
“The Bible and the Sacraments”!  Good for Catholics and 
non-Catholics who are interested in the biblical roots of 
Catholic practices and teachings. . . . Bring a friend!

R
C I

A
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 2017 |  St. Louise de Marillac Church

 Justin Kaszonyi, with Lee Matelan (sponsor), Holly Erfort (sponsor) with Melissa Bannister
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This “journey” enables them to 
experience a time of 

• Inquiry and exploration of Catholicism 
and the discovery of their relationship 
with Christ leading to conversion 
(Evangelization/ 
Pre-Catechumenate); 

• a time of catechesis and learning 
(Catechumenate); 

• a time of intense prayer and 
discernment resulting in the 
celebration of the Sacraments of 
Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist- (Purification and 
Enlightenment); 

• then, a time of more catechesis and 
learning (Mystagogy.)

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you….”

B Y  LORIE  UHLMANN,  D I R E C T O R  O F  R E L I G I O U S  E D U C A T I O N

This past year, we were blessed to have 6 young people become fully 
initiated into the Catholic faith. Congratulations to these young 
individuals:  Adam Levine, Noah Levine, Alexander Milliken, Matthew 
Milliken, Michael Pitoniak, & Austyn Winkleblech!  They participated 
in the wonderful process of Christian Initiation of Children Who Have 
Reached Catechetical Age: (CIC).

2017
CIC

“…and behold, I am with you always, 
until the end of the age.”   
Matthew 28: 19-20

Our parish has a great team of adults who have been witnesses 
of their faith and “companions” on the journey, working with the 
youngsters as they follow the steps toward their initiation. The team 
members have said, “Thanks to the dedication, enthusiasm, and 
commitment of these amazing young people, we gain so much more 
out of the faith experience than them! They are such an inspiration to 
us!” 

As a community of believers, let us continue to lift in prayer all the 
newest members of the Catholic Church, our parish family, as well as 
all those still to come!

Alexander Milliken, Matthew Milliken, and Len Kogut
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Ellie Thomas, 2017 Communicant

 ANNOUNCEMENTS



William Allsopp
Nicholas Andrews
Alexander Arnold
Victoria Baker
Natalie Barefoot
Jackson Baxter
Finnigan Beggy
Molly Biedrzycki
Owen Bileck
Emma Billing
Ian Buczynski
Nicholas Burlando
Patrick Butler
Ethan Capobres
Milena Casciani
Grae Chalovich
Carter Chojnicki
Ryan Connolly
Finnegan Corr
Ava Coury
McKenna Coyle
Dylan Culp
Asher Curry
Piper Davis
Arianna DeCuir
Gianna DeNoon
Landon Donahue
Emma Eannarino
Mikayla Eckenrode
Dominic Eile
Abigail Elder

Mia Elsbury
Anthony Falbo
Joseph Garofalo
Charles Gompers
Elaina Guarino
Mia Haspel
Persaius Helmich
Claire Herdman
Mirey Hirtz
Luisa Hoffrage
Benjamin Hopkins
Aliza Hruby
Max Joseph
Gianna Kania
Kyle Kasse
Anthony Kitchen
Sophia Knierim
Zachariah Knight
Sophia Kotarski
John Lamb
Dominic Lentz
Nina Logero
Adrian Lupinacci
Jacob Lusk
Ava Lyons
Taylor Madey
Rhys Maentz
Harry Marchewka
Abigail Mascaro
Anna Matecki
Justin Mattes

Congratulations to the following parishioners and  

students of St. Louise de Marillac School who have received  

First Holy Eucharist during the 2017 Easter Season.

Julia McCann
Grace McClintock
Kimber McCoy
Caden McShane
Grace Misra
Levi Molinaro
Maddox Molinaro
Ashlyn Morreale
Leo Muffi
Gavin Mullen
Eugenia Munoz
James Murtaugh
Isabella Nickola
Max Nofi
Preston Oakes
Alyssa Paolicelli
Jacob Patterson
Luca Petraglia
Quinn Pettigrew
Dario Piacquadio
Harlow Pieramici
Lois Piner
Ava Polochak
Anna Porter
Nathan Powell
Caden Reese
Natalie Reitz
Jace Rendulic
Amanda Richards
Jackson Rose
Brynlee Robinson

Communion
CLASS OF 2017

F I R S T  H O L Y

Conner Ruffner
Corey Sable
Sophia Samson
Sidney Schalk
Rachel Scharrer
Tanner Schroeck
Elizabeth Schroeder
Justin Schuster
Isabelle Shaffer
Caiden Shimatzki
Joshua Siple
Ava Snyder
Emmelyn Spitale
Angelina Stein
Logan Stewart
Jackson Stilley
Colin Stofik
Caden Stokes
Evelyn Stoll
Addison Strutt
Maggie Tear
James Tencer
Ellie Thomas
Maximillian Urban
Owen VanAckeren
Nora Welch
Ava Wells
Samuel West
Liam Wilson
Nolan Wilson
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Want your Parish or School group to be featured in the next issue of the Herald? E-mail Lisa Osterhaus, Director of Stewardship at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Baptisms from November 2016 - May 2017

Talia Lois Baer 
5/21/2017

Raymond Joseph 
Bedner 
2/26/2017

Layla Anne Bobeck 
2/12/2017

Amelia Leigh Boucher 
5/7/2017

Finn Livingston 
Chalovich 
11/26/2016

Evelyn Nelle Clark 
4/9/2017

Sloane Frances Collins 
5/28/2017

Eleanor Margaret 
Culbert 
12/27/2016

Phoebe Priscilla 
Cybulski 
11/24/2016

Ella Sophia Drnjevich 
5/14/2017

Charlotte Leeann 
Drummond 
5/7/2017

Nolan James 
Drummond 
5/7/2017

Marco Anthony Dyer 
3/25/2017

Blake Avery Ecoff 
3/12/2017

Joseph Pierce Elder 
11/6/2016

Natalie Joy Enrietti 
5/28/2017

Maximilian James 
Evanick 
11/5/2016

Phillip Robert 
Fantazier 
1/29/2017

Jackson Edward 
Hallas 
11/20/2016

Cameron Michael 
Hise 
3/12/2017

Colin Roger Jurik 
1/8/2017

Jaxson Charles 
Krzywicki 
4/30/2017

Jacob Michael 
Lagoon 
12/26/2016

Joshua Joseph Lang 
5/7/2017

Thomas Ignatius 
Lawrence 
5/10/2017

Avery Marie Lehman 
4/9/2017

Adam Matthew 
Levine 
11/12/2016

Noah Daniel Levine 
11/12/2016

Parker June 
Loshelder 
5/28/2017

Logan Alexander 
Luttringer 
2/19/2017

Wyatt James Maddox 
3/5/2017

Lucas Mark Malizia 
3/12/2017

Delaney Grace 
Maurer 
11/6/2016

Viviana Grace 
McConaha 
12/4/2016

Alexander Stephen 
Milliken 
4/15/2017

Matthew Robert 
Milliken 
4/15/2017

Thomas Michael Neal 
4/30/2017

Donovan James 
O'Rourke 
1/8/2017

Michael Lee Andrew 
Oravecz 
12/11/2016

Lucille Beatrice 
Palermo 
1/22/2017

Cora Ray Rakowski 
5/28/2017

Gwendolyn Eve Reilly 
11/20/2016

Morgan Ann Reilly 
11/20/2016

Sophia Philomena 
Rouse 
1/21/2017

Owen Patrick Russo 
12/4/2016

Henry Philip Silver 
2/19/2017
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Samantha Anne 
Soeder 
12/18/2016

James Michael Toth 
4/23/2017

Georgiana Rose 
Trbovich 
12/4/2016

John Timothy 
Troutman 
4/15/2017

Paige Eloise 
Vollmer 
2/19/2017

Malachi Wells 
11/20/2016

Liam Matthew 
Willett 
12/18/2016

Lilliana Elizabeth 
Wisniewski 
2/26/2017

Grayson James 
Wyzkoski 
4/9/2017

Lily Kathryn Zeiler 
11/27/2016La
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If you haven’t checked out our websites, 
there is a lot of great information about our 
parish and school available to you!

QUESTIONS? 

HAVE SOMETHING FOR THE WEBSITE? 
E-mail Jason Zych at 
jzych@stlouisedemarillac.org

www.stlouiseschoolpa.org

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  

PARISH WEBSITE:  

www.stlouisedemarillac.org

Weddings
 from November 2016 -  May 2017

Robert Joseph Rizzo and  
Kristie Marie Spanovich  
November 5, 2016

From left to right: Mark Centofanti, Luke Centofanti, Nancy Centofanti, Mac Centofanti, Sara Spanovich, Adam Spanovich, Adrienne Spanovich, John Werner, Carol Werner, 
Kelly Werner, Sean Werner, Danielle Lecak, Richard Hufnagel, Robert Lecak, Ellie Hufnagel, Harper Spanovich, Adrienne Hufnagel, Logan Hufnagel, Kristie Rizzo, Rob Rizzo, 
Megan Hufnagel, Jeff Hufnagel, Justine Hufnagel, Mailea Hufnagel, Michele Hufnagel, Jordan Hufnagel, Jacob Hufnagel, Richard Hufnagel Jr., Susan Lecak, John Ehmer 

Brian S. Parris and  
Jaclyn C. Peck 
May 20, 2017
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     SAINT    
      TIMOTHY    
  AWARD 

T he Saint Timothy Award is a national award given out by Catholic 
dioceses throughout the United States to exemplary high school 
students. The Roman Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh presents 12 awards 
every year, selecting juniors or seniors they consider to be young 
people of integrity who exemplify the purpose of our Catholic youth 

programs by showing particular zeal in the improvement of their own youth ministry 
programs, high school ministry teams, or youth work in general within the Diocese. 
The nominees must be practicing Catholics, fully initiated, in good standing of the 
practice of their faith. They must exemplify qualities of moral integrity, prayer, good 
works, and Christian leadership. (Hours of service are important, but are not the only 
element for evaluation of this particular award.) 

“LET NO ONE 
LOOK DOWN ON 
YOU BECAUSE OF 
YOUR YOUTH, BUT 
BE AN EXAMPLE 
IN SPEECH, IN 
CONDUCT, IN 
LOVE, IN FAITH 
AND IN PURITY.”  

1 TIMOTHY 4:12 

B Y  LORIE  UHLMANN,  
D I R E C T O R  O F  R E L I G I O U S  
E D U C A T I O N

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Bishop Zubik with Christine Mellick Bishop Zubik with Rachel Sullivan
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RACHEL SULLIVAN was nominated by Lorie Uhlmann, 
Director for Religious Education at St. Louise de 
Marillac.  Rachel, who serves in a leadership role in 
the National Honor Society Organization, is also an 
active member of our parish, where she taught first 
grade Religious Education. Rachel has participated in 
youth ministry at St. Louise and St. Benedict the Abbot, 
and has traveled on mission trips both with St. Louise 
and St. Anne Youth Ministry. She attended the LEAD 
program for the Diocese, and is a natural leader and 
mentor to other youth, seeing everyone as another 
friend in Jesus. Her nominator wrote, “Rachel is a 
person of prayer, always attending Mass on weekends 
and often during the week. When you look at Rachel, 
you see a very mature young woman of moral integrity, 
at home, school, and in the community. Rachel has 
now recruited others to serve and demonstrates on a 
daily basis how to be a missionary disciple of Christ. 
Her joy in living the Gospel and zeal in serving all 
others are infectious and inspiring. She is a constant 
reminder to us all how Jesus calls us to live. She is 
truly a remarkable young Catholic, who makes a 
phenomenal difference in our parish, local community 
and Church of Pittsburgh.”  Rachel will attend Penn 
State University in the fall and pursue a degree in 
mechanical engineering.

At the awards presentation, Bishop Zubik expressed 
his confidence in the recipients as the future of the 
Catholic Church. “Young people, you are the Church 
now! Don’t let anyone look down on you. Speak, get 
up, get out, be the Church alive! It is up to you to keep 
our Church going and growing. When in doubt, just 
pray. The Spirit will lead and guide you always!”

St. Louise is blessed to be the home parish of many 
wonderful young people, who actively participate in the 
Eucharist, work diligently in serving others, and lead 
and disciple in many creative and amazing ways.  As we 
look to this new time, On Mission for the Church Alive!, 
let us continue to pray and give thanks to God with 
great joy for the wonder of these youth. May our loving 
God shower His choicest blessings upon them; and 
may He always hold them in the palm of His hand. 

“FAN INTO FLAME THE GIFT OF 
GOD WHICH IS IN YOU.”  
2 TIMOTHY 1:6

ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC 
PARISH HAD THE HONOR OF 
HAVING TWO SAINT TIMOTHY 
AWARD RECIPIENTS THIS 
YEAR. CHRISTINE MELLICK, A 
GRADUATING SENIOR FROM 
SETON-LASALLE CATHOLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL, AND RACHEL 
SULLIVAN, A GRADUATING 
SENIOR FROM PETERS 
TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL, WERE 
HONORED BY BISHOP DAVID 
ZUBIK AT A SPECIAL CEREMONY 
AT ST. PAUL SEMINARY ON 
TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2017.

CHRISTINE MELLICK was nominated by the 
Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting. She 
had served on the committee and earned a Girl 
Scout Gold Award this year. Her contributions and 
accomplishments included facilitating youth retreats, 
conducting religious emblem trainings, participating 
in Convocation Masses, giving witness talks about 
her faith, and creating the Girl Scouts’ regional 
newsletter and social media sites. (She even trained 
her replacement on the committee.) Her nominators 
said, “All of these outstanding leadership skills place 
Christine years beyond her age. But her truly wonderful 
characteristic is how much she loves God and trusts 
Him with her life. We can’t think of another youth who 
would be more deserving of this wonderful award.”  
Christine has been accepted into Wheeling Jesuit 
University’s prestigious Laut Honors Program, and was 
awarded a four-year, full-tuition scholarship to pursue 
studies in theology and philosophy.



M aybe you heard about it at Mass, or 
read about it in the bulletin. Maybe 

you ran into a friend who told you about 
it. Whatever way you learned the news 
regarding the On Mission for the Church 
Alive! planning process, the proposed 
parish grouping for St. Louise Parish 
has changed since the preliminary draft 
model was shared last Fall.

Since then, and after considering a 
proposal offered by the St. Louise On 
Mission team as well as concerns by 
the Saint Joan of Arc On Mission team 
regarding maintaining a strong presence 
of the Church in South Park Township, 
our new proposed model groups St. 
Louise de Marillac Parish with St. Joan of 
Arc Parish in South Park.

Based on October 2016 counts, combined statistics for 
our two parishes suggests a community which includes 
about 3,400 weekly Mass-goers and 13,900 registered 
parishioners. The proposed new parish would continue 
to use both parish campuses and would initially be 
assigned three priests in 2018. In the future, as fewer 
priests are available, it is projected that two priests 
would be assigned to this parish by the year 2025. 

As we move forward, the implementation of the On 
Mission for The Church Alive! planning initiative in 
parishes will take place in phases. In the of Spring 
2018, Bishop Zubik will announce all priest and deacon 
assignments, along with final parish groupings and 
number of Masses. 

In the fall of 2018, clergy assignments will be effective 
and implementation will begin. Parishes will be 
organized in three categories. Category A will include 
parishes that will come together within one year of the 
announcement due to serious financial or demographic 
issues or because they have indicated a readiness to 
proceed. 

Category B will include the majority of parishes, and 
they will come together in one to three years of the 
announcement. Category C will include larger parishes 

BY  TERRY KISH

ON MISSION FOR
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which will come together in three 
to five years of the announcement. 

Pastors of the new parish groupings 
will be given blueprints – guidelines 
which will allow the pastor to 
evaluate the needs of the parishes, 
build relationships with parishioners, 
and customize plans to each local 
situation. These blueprints will 
assist in bringing parishes together 
and will include items such as how 
the staff can best serve the needs 
of the parish grouping, a process 
for combining parish pastoral and 
finance councils, development of 
common ministry programs, and a 
timeline for creating the new parish. 

Our pastor, Father Joe Sioli, and the 
members of our parish On Mission 
team are very hopeful that this is a 
good pairing of existing parishes. 
They have confidence that we will 
be able to work together in building 
an even stronger and more vibrant 
church community, showing our 
commitment to learn Jesus, to love 
Jesus, and to live Jesus.

Change, even 
in the best of 
circumstances, can 
be very difficult. 
Please continue 
to pray the On 
Mission prayer 
as the Holy Spirit 
continues to guide 
the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh through 
this process and 
into the future.

Prayer for On 
Mission for The 
Church Alive!
Father of Mercy,

we ask you for your guidance 
as we journey On Mission for 
The Church Alive!

Endow us with your gifts of 
courage, collaboration, and 
compassion so that we can 
continue to fulfill the mission 
of Christ and his Church 
through vibrant parishes, 
dynamic schools, religious 
education programs, and 
effective ministries.

Raise up selfless, energetic 
leaders – lay, religious, 
deacons and priests, to serve 
the Church in fidelity and with 
care.

May we the Church of 
Pittsburgh in Allegheny, 
Beaver, Butler, Greene, 
Lawrence and Washington 
Counties all be sustained and 
strengthened by your grace.

Help us to learn Jesus, love 
Jesus and live Jesus.

Hear this prayer and grant it 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with the help of our Blessed 
Mother, who protects us 
under the mantle of her love.

Amen
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Thanks to the generosity of our Campaign supporters who 
continue to fulfill their pledges, we have been able to engage in and 
complete a number of projects which will long benefit parish life,
including the replacement of the school boiler which is underway at this time. Our school building has 
served the parish for over 50 years, far beyond providing a home for both school and religious education 
programs.  We are preparing it to serve this community for the next 50 years and beyond!

There is still much to be done, and we are counting on your help to accomplish the goals we first set out 
in our parish case statement:

• Pursue Pastoral Plan of Evangelization, Ongoing 
Renewal & Re-engagement of Both Active & 
Inactive Parishioners:  
$125,000 

• Improve Furnishings & Storage to Allow for 
Wider Use of Parish Facilities for Outreach, Parish 
Organizations & Volunteer Opportunities:  
$185,000 

• Continue Improvements to Parish Campus 
Walkways & Landscaping:  
$75,000 

• Replace School Building’s Boiler & Roof:  
$365,000 

• Build Parish Savings Account for Future Capital 
Expenses:  
$198,000 

As we move forward with On Mission for the Church Alive! planning process, we look forward to 
identifying both ongoing and emerging needs in Evangelization and our facilities.  In particular, we 
will work to improve the parish office space for increased programming and staffing needs which will 
result from our new parish grouping.

Please know that we are very careful stewards of the money we receive through the Church Alive 
Campaign, as we are with all donations made to St. Louise Parish.  Your continued support of this 
Campaign is vital in realizing what we set out to accomplish for our parish.  Thank you for your 
continued support of St. Louise, and your commitment to securing a strong future for the Church 
Alive in our community.

Our Campaign for the Church Alive!
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Listen to the advice and accept instruction, that you may 
gain wisdom in the future.  Many are the plans in the mind 
of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.

Proverbs 19:20-21
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ANGELA, Wow. 8th grade??  We can't 
believe you're almost done and moving 
on to high school so soon! The friends 
and memories you've made at St. 
Louise will be cherished for a long time. 
You've got a caring heart and soul and 
we're very proud of the young lady 
you've become.

Love you! Mom, Dad, and Eddie

MEGAN, Where has all the time 
gone?  It seems like you just started 
kindergarten and here you are in 8th 
grade. You have been blessed with 
wonderful friends and teachers at St. 
Louise. May your faith-filled foundation, 
hard work, countless accomplishments, 
and strong spirit take you far in 

life.  We are so proud of you. Make beautiful memories 
and may all your dreams come true. Congratulations!!!!
Love, Mom, Dad, Sarah, and Anna

ETHAN, Congratulations on 9 great 
years at St. Louise!!!!  We are so proud 
of how hard you've worked and of 
the wonderful young man you've 
become.  You are so kind hearted and 
have a wonderful sense of humor. Not 
a day goes by that you don't make us 
smile!!  Although we can't believe how 

fast the time has gone by, we can't wait to see what great 
things the next chapter has in store for you!!! We love you.
Mom, Dad, Nicholas, Alaina, and Joey

NATALIE, Where has the time gone? 
It seems like yesterday that you were 
a kindergartner in a plaid jumper and 
pig tails in your hair! It has been a 
joy watching you grow and we are so 
proud of the young woman you are 
becoming. As you enter your last  year 
at St. Louise, hold your memories close 

and cherish your friendships. Always remember your faith 
and may God continue to bless and guide you. Enjoy your 
8th grade year!  We love you Bella!
Mom, Dad, Joey, Mike, and Vinny

LUKE, We love you and are so proud 
of you.  We wish you the best as you 
graduate from St. Louise and move on 
to Seton LaSalle High School! Enjoy 
your 8th grade year at STL; it will be 
your best!
Love, Dad, Mom, Katie, Matthew, 
Mark, and Johnny

ZACH, Wow, 8th grade already!  Time 
sure does fly by when you are having 
fun! You have grown into a wonderful, 
compassionate, caring, and fun young 
man.  We are looking forward to 
seeing you become the best you can 
be.  Remember, stay positive, keep 
your head up high, and you can achieve 
your hopes and dreams.

Love, Mom, Bella, Grammy, and Pappy

MIKE, It is hard to believe that you 
are now in 8th grade. It seems like 
yesterday that you were on your way 
to kindergarten. You have grown into 
a kind and loving brother to Colin and 
Mia. You have become a very capable 
young man and are unbelievably helpful 
at home. We are so proud of you! You 

are talented in so many ways but especially in that you 
can always make us laugh! We love you so much and feel 
confident that you will uphold the values you have learned 
at home, scouts and STL as you set off to high school. 
Have a wonderful 8th grade year!
Love, Dad, Mom, Mia, and Colin

ISABELLA, It is your 8th grade 
year. The journey here has been 
amazing.  We are so proud of the 
accomplishments you have achieved 
and hope your last year at STL is 
the best one yet.  You are a strong, 
thoughtful, loving, funny, BEAUTIFUL 
young girl, who will be great at 

everything you do.  God meticulously made you the 
perfect daughter, trust in Him, believe in Him, and love 
Him. He will fill your life with the goodness and the love 
you deserve.  The education, great experiences, and 
relationships you have experienced at St. Louise will be 
remembered for a lifetime, so cherish them greatly.  Let 
God guide you to greatness within your life and you will 
achieve what ever it is you seek.  God Bless You, “La 
Bella” (The Beautiful One).
Love, Daddy, Mommy, and Nicholas XOXOXO

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.
Proverbs 16:3 



WILL, Congratulations, Will! We are 
so proud of your accomplishments at 
St. Louise.  You have become exactly 
the young man that we hoped you 
would – You are:  smart, yet not too 
smart to think you know everything; 
open-minded, yet firm in your resolve 
and beliefs; tough, yet sensitive 

enough to show people around you that you care for 
them; athletic, but not so much that you believe hard 
work isn’t necessary; and most of all funny, yet serious 
when you need to be.  St. Louise has prepared you for 
success in high school and beyond and we can’t wait to 
see what you accomplish next! 
We love you! Mom, Dad, Elli, Loch, and Piper

BEN, You make us smile every day 
with your wicked sense of humor, 
and the effort you always put into 
doing your best. We have no doubt 
that Saint Louise has provided you 
a wonderful foundation in faith and 
academics, and we know that you will 
take what you’ve learned here and 

apply it at PTHS and beyond. Have fun this year; we are 
very proud of you!
Love, Mom, Dad, Adam, and Nathan

DANTE, It's hard to believe that 
you are in 8th grade!  It seems like 
yesterday that we were walking you 
in to STL as a shy little kindergartner.  
We are so proud of the young man 
that you have become. You are a 
wonderful son and brother.  We hope 
you enjoy your 8th grade year to the 
fullest. Work hard, play hard, and 

have fun with all of your friends! The memories that you 
have made at St. Louise will be ones that you will always 
treasure. Have a great year and always be confident in 
the young man that you are! We know you can achieve 
whatever you put your mind to. We love you more than 
words can say!
"Strive not to be a success, but rather to be a value."   
- Albert Einstein 
Love you bunches! Mom, Dad, Gianna, and Sofia
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CHRISTOPHER, We cannot believe 
you are already in your 8th grade 
year!  It seems like yesterday you were 
entering kindergarten with the hope of 
making new friends and learning your 
morning routine with Mrs. Klinar.  We 
hope you enjoy your last year at St. 
Louise and treasure the friendships 

and memories you have made along the way.  We 
are so proud of your determination, hard work, and 
kindness towards others.  As you move on, we hope your 
experience at St. Louise will give you a strong foundation 
in your future.  May you always keep your faith in God and 
may He continue to bless you and guide you in the years 
to come.
Love, Mom, Dad, Meghan, and Katie

LEXI, We are so proud of you and your 
decision to attend St. Louise for 8th 
Grade. 
You are a brave girl, and a true 
inspiration to us. We are thrilled to 
see you follow your goals of fulfilling 
your faith, and strengthening your 
relationship with God. He is always with 

you, and will set you in the right direction. 
Your transition is going very well, thanks to the welcoming 
community of staff, teachers, coaches, parents and 
students of this school, and church.
We wish you all the best this year at St. Louise. We cannot 
wait to see your growth from this experience. Your future 
is bright, and we look forward to watching you succeed 
and accomplish your life's goals. We love you!
Love, Mommy, Daddy, Lani, Ozzy, Prim, Elbe, and S'mores

JULIA, Wow . . . it’s hard for us to even 
realize how fast the time has gone!  
But, here you are ready to start the 
8th grade.  We are all so proud of you 
and the beautiful young woman (both 
inside and out) that you have become.  
We also believe you are just scratching 
the surface and there is so much more 

you are capable of achieving.   STL has prepared you well 
and it will continue to be a major part of your life as you 
move forward.  For now, enjoy your 8th grade year and all 
the experiences that are about to come with it.  No matter 
what, always remember your family loves you more than 
you can imagine and we will always be there to support 
you.  Don’t forget to smile and have fun.  And it’s ok to let 
some of the “bulldog” out.
Love, Mom, Dad, Johnny, and Ginger

“Whatever you do, work at
 it with all your 

heart, as working for th
e Lord, not for men.”

Colossians 3:23 
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TESS MAE, You are our spicy girl, so 
full of life and enthusiasm for whom 
you are with and what you are doing!  
We are so grateful and proud of how 
you have found your way at St. Louise, 
and are looking forward to watching 
you shine your light this year as an 8th 
grader.  We pray you will continue 

to be a leader, a genuine friend, and you!  We love who 
you are and who you are becoming. Thank you for being 
beautiful inside! Love to you now and always!
M, D, A, and all our Ts  

HANNAH, We are so very happy that 
you have had the opportunity this 
year to experience St. Louise.  We are 
proud that you have embraced this 
adventure - stretching and challenging 
yourself to be more and do more. 
You are beautiful, smart, a bit of a 
goofy goober, loving and one heck of 

a soccer player.  You are uniquely you and we love you. 
God blessed us when he brought you into our lives.  We 
pray that He continues to bless you with a life that's 
good.  Have faith and let Him guide you.  Great things are 
ahead. We love you to the moon and back.
Mom and Dad

LUKE, It is hard to believe that it is 
your eighth grade year at STL.  Words 
truly can't express how proud we 
are of you.  You have accomplished 
and learned so much spiritually and 
academically throughout your nine 
years at STL.  You have become a 
leader and are ready to move onto 
the next exciting chapter of your 

life!   We are blessed that God chose us to be your 
parents and guide you through your journey.  You amaze 
us everyday by the young man you have become and we 
are so excited for you to enjoy every minute of your last 
year at STL.  Your success in the classroom and on the 
field impresses us every day.  The strong foundation and 
friendships you have made will stay with you.   Always 
remember:  For nothing will be impossible with God. Luke 
1:37. We love you.
Mom, Dad, Robbie, Julia, and Gianna

ELLIS, It is with great pride we send 
this message to you as an eighth 
grader at St Louise. It seems like 
yesterday that we put you on the bus 
as a kindergartener and you quickly 
turned around and got off! Bravely 
and without coaxing, you again 
stepped onto that bus and did not 

look back! That moment spoke volumes of your character 
as you were afraid of the new adventure before you yet 
you persevered and moved into your future at St. Louise. 
Since that moment we have watched you grow into a 
dedicated student, teammate and friend and could not 
be more proud! We hope you enjoy every minute of your 
ninth and final year at St. Louise because you deserve 
it!  WE LOVE YOU!
Mom and Dad 

HUNTER, Watching you grow from 
being the new little baby brother at 
school all the way to being the new 
8th grader has been such a blessing 
for all of us.  You have spent your 
entire life in the halls of STL and have 
always made us smile.  Enjoy your last 
school year remembering the all the 

special times from the last 13 years and creating lots of 
new ones for the future.  We love you so much and will 
always thank God for our very special Christmas gift! 
Dad, Mommy, Tabitha, Ty, and Holly

ALEX, Congratulations on all your 
accomplishments at STL. We are 
so proud of the young man you are 
becoming. Enjoy your last year at STL! 
We love you!!
Love, Mom, Dad, Samantha, Lauren, 
and Cory

KAMY, We love you so much. Thank 
you for bringing such happiness to our 
family. It's hard to believe your nine 
years at St. Louise are coming to an 
end. We are so proud of the strong, 
caring, loving and driven young lady 
you've become. As you face new 
challenges and obstacles, we are 

confident you will succeed and your achievements in life 
are limitless. Congratulations!
All our love, Mom, Dad, Donovan, Landon, Laughlin,  
and Vivian 
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“Because of the LORD’s great love we are 

not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; great is your 

faithfulness. I say to myself, “The LORD is my 

portion; therefore I will w
ait for him.”

Lamentations 3:22-24 



AARON, Hard to believe it's been 9 
years since you first got on the school 
bus headed for STL.  We are so proud 
of the great young man you have 
become. One thing that has never 
changed is your wonderful smile and 
sense of humor. Keep them always 
along with your faith. Stay close to God. 

We know you will do great things. Good luck in 8th grade 
and as you get ready for high school.
Love Always, Mom and Dad

TYLER, Seems like we were just 
choosing your primary school and now 
you are graduating 8th grade! Some 
very big events have taken place along 
the way, and we’ve seen you grow 
from a little boy to a young man who 
is amazingly capable.  You have grown 
in your faith and knowledge as well 

as personal development. In ways we expected – yet so 
many that have taken us by surprise. Most important, you 
have remained true to yourself with a quiet, yet strong 
belief system that is beyond your chronological years. You 
continue to amaze and inspire. Always hold true to that 
part of yourself.
Love, Mom and Dad

MAX, You have no idea how extremely 
proud we are of you.  We hope you 
have an amazing eighth grade year both 
in the classroom and with your athletic 
endeavors. The lessons you have learned 
at St Louise are an invaluable part of 
who you have become and will carry you 
far in life. We love you!

Mom, Dad, Geli, and Kobe

VICTORIA, You made it!!  It is hard to 
believe that you are in 8th grade. We 
are so proud of the beautiful young 
woman you have become. Your faith 
in God, love of life, and empathy for 
those in need is an inspiration to us. 
It has been a joy to watch you grow 
and mature. May your 8th grade year 

at St. Louise be filled with laughter, friends and good 
times.  We pray that you will look back on your time at St. 
Louise and cherish the wonderful memories. As you enter 
high school, carry the lessons you learned with you. Hold 
true to whom God made you and be "the best version of 
yourself". We love you!
Love, Dad, Mom, Ellie, Rhys, and Ian

ROBBIE, We can remember as if 
it were just yesterday walking you 
into STL for your kindergarten 
testing.  You were so excited and 
eager to learn...so ready to begin your 
new journey.  Well, as this journey is 
coming to a close... a new beginning 
is around the corner and we absolutely 

love that you truly still have the enthusiasm for learning! 
We are so proud of you!!! You have accomplished so 
much during your time at STL and truly put your whole 
heart into everything that you do.  You have grown into 
a confident young man who is lead by his faith.  You 
will take all that you have learned at STL and build 
upon it as you continue on your academic and spiritual 
journey.  Always remember to keep God at the center 
of all that you do.  Enjoy your last year at STL making 
memories! We love you.
Mom, Dad, Luke, Julia, and Gianna

JEN, It is so hard to believe you are at 
the end of your journey at St. Louise!  I 
hope you can look back over the years 
and feel the pride in yourself that we 
feel. You have faced every challenge 
with such determination, and learned 
to never give up!  That is a lesson 
that will stay with you the rest of your 

life.  We are most proud of your kind heart, and humble 
attitude.  Always remember God has a plan for you, and 
he will lead you in the right direction.  You are one of a 
kind, and a very special part of our family. We love you 
very much!
Dad, Mom, Matt, Nick, and Ben

LOGAN, We are so proud of the 
enthusiasm, kindness, and work ethic 
you've demonstrated through nine 
years at St. Louise. Whether working 
out an equation or playing a sport, 
it was fun for us to watch you give 
it your all, even when it wasn't easy. 
Your future is so bright!  We love you 

and can't wait to be there for all of the accomplishments 
and adventures you'll have in high school!
Love, Mom, Dad, Nate, and Mallory
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...Be strong and courageous
. Do not be terrified; 

do not be discouraged, f
or the Lord your God 

will be with you whereve
r you go.

Joshua 1:9
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CHRISTIAN, We are very proud of 
you!  You are a terrific young man, with 
a great heart, excellent work ethic,  and 
incredible determination. We know 
you will take your experiences and the 
lessons you’ve learned at St Louise with 
you to high school and beyond and 
become the best that you can be. You 

will be very successful no matter what you do!  Good luck 
in your 8th grade year! We can’t wait to see what comes 
next!
Love, Dad, Mom, Sean, Rachel, and Ginger

JACOB, “Be a good friend. Always. 
Not just to the people that you meet, 
but to yourself also.” That was the 
advice we gave you on your first day of 
preschool all those years ago. “Being a 
good friend, means being kind, honest 
and loyal. If you can be that, then you 
will find that in others”.... and off you 
went with a backpack and a smile ready 

to start a new journey. A journey that began again when 
we moved here at the start of your fourth grade year and 
will repeat again itself again next year as you begin high 
school, and then college. It has been an amazing journey. 
The people you have met in each of the three states that 
you have lived, have helped you to become the person 
you are today. A person we are very proud of. Take the 
time to say “thank you” to the teachers who guided 
you, the coaches that believed in you, and the friends 
with whom you got to share these moments. May your 
heart remain kind, your mind be fierce, and your spirit be 
brave...as you start your next journey. 
Love always, Mom, Dad, Emelia, and Cookie 

“For I know the plans I have for you. 
Plans to prosper you, not harm you, 
plans to give you hope and future.” 
-Jeremiah 29:11 
THERESE, You are absolutely 
awesome! We thank and praise God 
for what a beautiful young lady you’ve 
become, both in your heart and soul 

and on the outside.  Keep doing what is right in God’s 
eyes, while trusting in His perfect will for you.  “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11). Also, may God continue 
to bless you with Cowardly Lion CCCCCourage in all  
that you do!!!!!  We love you so much!
Mom, Dad, and Coco

BECKET, How proud we are of 
the young man you have chosen to 
become!  You have challenged yourself 
in school, in Scouts, in sports, and in 
your personal life in many impressive 
ways.  This shines through in the 
character you exhibit and in the ways 
in which you conduct yourself.  You 

are a wonderful son and brother born into a house full 
of boisterous sisters.  We pray you will continue to walk 
in the light of Christ, through whom all good things are 
accomplished.  May your every thought, word, and deed, 
be guarded and guided by the Angel commissioned to 
you from your beginning and may you continue to give 
glory to God in all you do and say.  Make the most of this 
special year before high school, for it is said: “To whom 
much is given, much will be required”. (Lk 12:48)   
Be a good and faithful servant!  
With love, great affection, and prayers, Mom, Dad, Olivia, 
Eva, Ivy, and Quinn

LAUREN, Lovely, Adorable, Unique, 
Rational, Equestrian, Noble.
You continue to amaze us with your 
calm and jovial demeanor. Albeit short, 
your time at St. Louise has been an 
inspirational and spiritual experience. 
You have proven to excel in all facets 
of middle school and we are proud of 

your endeavors and achievements. We love you. 
Mom, Dad, Omi, Melissa, Granny Spice, Opa PaPa, and 
the rest of the family including Mouse!

JINGLES, "Our baby girl who promised 
us she would stay little." What an 
amazing journey we all had.  You are 
the sparkle of our eyes with everyday 
more amazing than the next. You 
have made us so proud of the young 
lady you became. Singing, piano, 
academics, sports -- you excelled in all 

of these.  God has gifted you in so many things. Go for 
your dreams and always fill your days with laughter, love 
and amazing friends.  We are truly blessed to have such 
a loving daughter.  Enjoy your year and never forget God 
and your family will always be there.  We love you!
Mom, Dad, Bee, and Michael
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Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is be-hind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.Philippians 3:13-14



BRIAN, You have certainly grown into 
a wonderful young man during your 
years at St. Louise. Enjoy your 8th 
grade year and keep making great 
memories and great friendships. Work 
hard, be happy, and always keep God 
in your life! Your positive attitude and 
good nature will serve you well in high 

school! We are so proud of you and we love you very 
much!!
Dad, Mom, Erin, Rachel, and Sean

JEANA, It's with great pride and 
joy that we celebrate you and all of 
your experiences at St. Louise. From 
kindergarten testing with Mrs. Klinar 
when you explained that a diamond 
“is a girl's best friend" to singing a 
cappella during the talent show, every 
experience has made us proud! What 

an honor it is to be your family and witness God's love 
shining through you, all you do, and to all you meet. 
You have so many gifts to share with the world – please 
continue to live passionately and share your joy. As you 
treasure your time at St. Louise and all of its special 
memories, know your future is as bright as the sun! You 
are our joy! May God continue to bless you always and 
all ways.
Love you more, Mom, Dad, Dante, and Shadoe

JULIANNA, Congratulations! You're 
an 8th grader!  We wish you the best 
year yet at STL.  We are very proud 
of you and blessed to have you in 
our lives.  You impress us daily with 
your positive attitude, inspiring faith, 
drive to do your best, great sense of 
humor, and most of all that big heart 

of yours. The thoughtfulness and compassion that you 
give to others makes such a difference in the world.  
Keep being you!  And always remember "our God is 
an Awesome God". Keep Him first in your life, follow 
your dreams, work hard, and always let that little light of 
yours shine. We love you 'soo much',
Dad, Mom, Broth, Truffles, and Boosie-pot pie

SOFIA, “Surround yourself with people 
who make you hungry for life, touch 
your heart, and nourish your soul.” – 
Unknown
As you leave this beautiful chapter of 
your life and enter the next, know how 
proud we are of you! We love you!
Mom, Dad, and the Half Dozen

McKENNA, Wow, 8th grade.  We 
hope you cherish and have fun your last 
year at STL.  Let the lessons you have 
learned and your experiences at STL 
help guide you as you move onto high 
school.  Always listen to the Lord. Trust 
Him, believe in Him and life will be full 
of love, goodness, and mercy. We love 

you McKenna and are so proud you.
XOXO Dad, Mom, and Mason
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And this is my prayer: that your love
 may abound 

more and more in knowledge and de
pth of insight, so 

that you may be able to discern wh
at is best and 

may be pure and blameless until the day of C
hrist, 

filled with the fruit of r
ighteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ-to the glory and pr
aise of God.

Philippians 1:9-11 
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To join Flocknote today, simply text STL2016 to 84576.  If you do not 

text, but would like to receive email updates, please email Jason Zych 

at jzych@stlouisedemarillac.org to be added to Flocknote.

flocknote has spent over 6 

years working with thousands of 

churches and ministries to create 

the simplest, most powerful 

church communication tool that 

has ever existed. The world has 

never had more powerful ways to 

communicate than we do today — 

yet most churches still struggle 

to effectively reach and engage 

their members. Flocknote not 

only fixes this, but they make it 

simple and fun, too! 

At St. Louise, we were looking for 

a way to effectively communicate 

things such as upcoming events 

and holy day Mass times, and 

were pleased to discover 

Flocknote.  The program allows 

us to stay connected with our 

parishioners via text messages 

and email communications.

OUR MISSION?
A MORE CONNECTED CHURCH.

TEXT
STL2016
TO 84576

flocknote
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St. Louise de Marillac Parish
320 McMurray Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

412-833-1010 
www.stlouisedemarillac.org

If you haven’t checked out our Facebook page 
recently, we encourage you to do so. There are  

lots of great things going on at St. Louise School!
www.facebook.com/stlouisecatholicschool

Have good news to share on Facebook? 
Email losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org.


