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 June 2013

Dear Parishioners,

During the Mass on the day I was installed as your pastor in August of 2008, I proposed during my remarks 
that as we move forward it would be incumbent upon each of us to “turn to our patroness, Saint Louise, seek 
her intercession, follow her example and make charity, love and service the foundation upon which the future 
of our parish is built.”

Throughout the past five years I have been privileged to witness the manifold ways that you, the parishioners 
of Saint Louise de Marillac, have taken this message to heart and have endeavored to make our parish an 
authentic Christian community that strives to love and serve everyone, regardless of who they are, where 
they’ve come from, what they have or where they find themselves at a particular moment their lives.

In this summer edition of The St. Louise Herald we have presented for your reflection what is merely a 
sampling of the great work that goes on in our parish each and everyday. In a particular way, I hope that 
you will enjoy the expanded section that features some great photos and articles concerning the recently 
completed church renovations - a special project that I know will help the parish in the years ahead to focus 
on what is important, namely, the sacrificial love of Jesus Christ, for He is our reason for being, and the love 
He models on the cross is the template for the mission of this parish.

As I conclude my pastorate here and move on to begin work in the area of priestly formation, please know 
that I do so with a great sense of gratitude that for a time I was privileged to “shepherd” your wonderful parish 
and collaborate with you in fulfilling your mission to be “a sign of Christ’s presence for the community.” 

Commending you to the loving intercession of Saint Louise, I am

 Sincerely in Christ,

 
 
 Father Michael A. Caridi
 Pastor

Message From 
thePastor
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Two women walked slowly out of St. Louise Church after Mass on June 
2, tears streaming down their faces as the news of Fr. Mike Caridi’s 
pending departure sunk in. “I’m going to miss him so much,” said 
one to the other. Another mom said after the St. Louise Kindergarten 
graduation, “I know change is inevitable, but I really don’t like change. 
I wish Fr. Mike could stay.” This is probably how the parishioners of St. 
Joseph’s in Coraopolis felt when Fr. Mike left them, after serving their 
parish for five years, too, before coming to St. Louise in July 2008. 
While there are sure to be even more tears on July 7, when Father 
celebrates his final Mass as pastor of St. Louise, we can continue to 
cherish his greatest gift to St. Louise Parish: a deeper encounter with 
Christ.

When Fr. Mike was installed as pastor of St. Louise on August 3, 2008, 
he was not a complete stranger to the community, having served as 
an parochial vicar in the parish from 2001-2003. “So,” he relates, “I 
was very humbled by and a bit anxious about the bishop’s request 
to take on the responsibility of such a large parish. I had kept in 
touch with some families from the parish and knew there were many 
generous people willing to help, but I also knew there were many 
challenges to face as well.”

Shortly before Fr. Mike’s arrival, the parish council conducted a 
parish wide survey as part of an assessment of the parish, including 
the school, to determine its strengths and weaknesses. Many of the 
initiatives Fr. Mike undertook were based on this survey’s results. 
Together they were able to set a renewed course as outlined in the 
mission statement of the parish: “to be a sign of Christ’s presence for 
the community by sharing in the mission of Jesus Christ, drawing her 
members to an authentic encounter of the Heavenly Father through 
the Sacramental life of the Church and a vibrant devotional prayer life, 
especially the celebration of the Mass and Eucharistic Adoration….” 

“So all the changes that have taken place in the parish and school 
over the past five years have been a means to reorient us as a faith 
community so we may have a deeper encounter with Christ,” says Fr. 
Mike. “The adult faith formation classes and prayer groups (which 
were a direct response to the parish survey), Eucharistic Adoration on 
Monday evenings and all day on Tuesdays, Nocturnal Adoration every 
first Friday, as well as the recitation of the Rosary, the Miraculous 
Medal Novena and Benediction are all ways to help us grow closer to 
Christ.” The school students, too, spend brief periods in Eucharistic 
Adoration on Tuesdays and were enrolled in the Miraculous Medal, 
with reliefs of the Blessed Mother mounted in their classrooms. 
“Then,” Fr. Mike continues, “of course, the whole purpose of the 
Church renovation was to put Christ back at the center of our worship, 
both literally (with the move of the tabernacle from behind a wall to 
the center of the sanctuary, and the pews adjusted to focus on the 
sanctuary) and spiritually (with the inspiring beautification of the 
sanctuary, the stations and interior of the church).” And when Christ is 
at the center, everything else falls into place.

This is clearly the case when it comes to both the parish faith 
formation classes and the “stabilization of the school, with its 
enrollment increasing, but more importantly seeing how the students 
and teachers reverence education,” reflects Fr. Mike. “The CCD staff, 
even before I got here, worked wonders with the children, especially 
given the short amount of time they actually have to teach the 
children. All our teachers do a marvelous job preparing the children to 
receive the sacraments.”

However, a lot of parents recognize the positive influence Fr. Mike had 
because of his direct involvement with the kids. During a conversation 
following this year’s Eighth Grade Graduation, one dad commented, 

“Fr. Mike really had a 
great impact on these 
kids, because he took a 
sincere interest in them.” 
“He really connected with 
them,” agreed a mom; 
“that’s why they ‘looked 
him in the eye with 
confidence’ [quoting a 
compliment Father made 
about the students during 
the graduation Mass 
homily], because they 
know he respects and 
cares about them, too.” 

Fr. Mike showed his commitment to the school in many ways, but 
most importantly he approved and worked to help develop a10-year 
strategic plan for the school (STL2020) that is in the implementation 
stages. With a focus on academic excellence, financial strength, and 
Catholic formation, he has helped to set the school on a course for 
success far into the future. “I truly believe that we would be in the 
same position as some of the other struggling Catholic schools if he 
hadn’t been sent here. Fortunately for us, things have turned around 
and enrollment keeps growing,” says Lisa Osterhaus, Director of 
Advancement for St. Louise. “Our students continue to consistently 
score above local and national averages on standardized tests. We 
have strong leadership in the school, great technology, and a waiting 
list in some classes!  ”

Fr. Mike is leaving with many happy memories of not only the 
children, but of his encounters with Christ in the faithful witness 
of many parishioners—one high point being the yearlong Jubilee 
Celebration of the parish—and of all those who committed time, 
talent and resources. “Of course,” Fr. Mike says, “I can’t take the credit 
for all the good things that have happened these past five years. I 
am grateful to the parish council and staff; to the school’s advisory 
council, administration and faculty; and to the parishioners and school 
families for their insights, heartfelt dedication and generous support. 
This is why I try to let as many people as possible get involved.” And it 
is this Christ-centered humility and compassion that inspires people to 
get involved.

“I hope the bishop sends us a priest just like Fr. Mike,” said another 
woman, as she exited the church on that June 2nd afternoon. Well, 
with Fr. Mike taking on the position of Vice Rector of the seminary, 
hopefully our diocese will get many more priests like Fr. Mike. 

Let us pray for him, for our new pastor, and for our renewed parish 
and school in our next encounter with Christ.

A Deeper Encounter 
with Christ

FATHER Mike’s Gift to St. Louise

By Colleen Rainone
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50th Jubilee
Celebration



5A 
DiGNiFYiNG 
MiNiSTRY 

BY  ReBecca PettigRew

Looking back, longstanding parishioner of St. Louise de 
Marillac Karen Radu still wonders how a certain 2009 issue 
of Peters Township iNMagazine wound up at her home in 
Nottingham Township and then grasped her attention and 
energies like nothing else ever had.  It was in that particular 
issue where she came across an article about Arlene Seger and 
her Dignity Robes.  

The article explained that Seger had created a dignified and 
discreet garment for women undergoing radiation treatments 
for breast cancer. Seger had been motivated to do this after a 
dear friend diagnosed with breast cancer shared that she had 
felt humiliated, exposed, and alone when she had to don those 
coldly clinical, ill-fitting paper garments every time she had to 
lay on the table for her radiation treatments.   Moved by this, 
and realizing that most women with breast cancer undergo 
a daily regimen of 30 to 40 days of radiation therapy, Seger 
immediately determined to figure out something better. An 
avid seamstress, she had the idea to take a McCall’s pattern for 
medical scrubs and modify it with Velcro closures.  She then 
undertook to enlist volunteers to cut the materials and sew the 
garments to provide them for free to as many women as she 
could.  Her efforts met with great success.  She also began to 
create kits which enabled people to pick up the materials and 
make the robes at home to donate when completed. 

Reading the story of this charitable entrepreneur touched 
Karen Radu in a way which surprised even her.  She admits 
that with almost everything else, she has a kind of attention 
deficit disorder – flitting from creative project to creative 
project without finishing.  But somehow, this project wrapped 
itself around her heart and ignited a passion which stuck.  
Her 42 years of sewing finally found a focus which would be 
both gratifying for her and extremely meaningful to the many 
women it would touch.

First, Karen conquered her usual impulse to postpone 
indefinitely with the words, “Maybe someday . . . “  Instead, 
she contacted Seger with the words, “How can I help?”  And 
that was the day it seems the Holy Spirit really got her rolling. 

In May of that year, Karen received assurance by St. Clair 
Hospital Outpatient Surgery Center and UPMC Cancer Care 
Center at St. Clair Hospital that they would be interested in 

such garments. Promptly, 
she went to the St. Louise 
de Marillac Women’s Guild 
and asked for a donation 
to get the project off the 
ground. She then called 
upon a handful of willing 
Guild members who sewed 
to help.  Next, she asked Fr. 
Mike if her Dignity Robes 
group could fall under the 
Church’s umbrella for tax 
exemption and received his 
blessing for this ministry to 
be born from the heart of St. 
Louise parish.

Karen then invited Seger 
to bring her patterns and 

trainers to trace and share with the St. Louise volunteers.  
The group then had what they needed to develop sewing kits 
which included pre-cut fabric and instructions for completion 
of each dignity robe.  By the following month, their first robes 
were ready for delivery to the Cancer Care Center.  

Presently, The Dignity Robes ministry is comprised of about 
30 volunteers who sew.  The women come from inside and 
outside of the parish.  Some came because they had read 

f

Mary Frances Glausser, Karen Radu
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about the group in an article and, like Karen, felt called to put 
their skills to such a worthy cause. 

Some of the women pick up the kits and do the work at home.  
Each robe takes approximately three to four hours to complete.  
The group also meets in Lower LeGras to cut fabric and sew 
on the 3rd Friday of every month from 9:30 to 1:00.  Here, 
those who are new can learn how to sew the robes and all the 
volunteers can come together to sew and enjoy fellowship.  

Karen made a point to salute Mary Beth Hartnett of Quilters 
Corner in Finleyville who sponsored a Breast Cancer Awareness 
Workshop, giving them space and making it possible to partner 
with interested volunteers from outside the parish.  She also 
mentioned local sewing store, Gloria Horn’s Sewing Studio for 
being generous in helping supply discounted fine fabrics and 
distributing the Dignity Robes sewing kits.

After the first round of Robes went out, the Dignity Robes 
Ministry received a lot of positive feedback.  Soon, the other 
area Cancer Centers came calling – Jefferson Memorial, 
Magee, Shadyside and other UPMC Cancer Centers in Natrona 
Heights and the Beaver Area.  And in trying to keep up with 
the demand for 
garments, the 
group has produced 
between 1,500 and 
2,000 robes. 

Karen is 
understandably 
proud of the women 
who have poured so 
much time, loving 
care, and effort into 
this ministry which 
is ultimately an 
anonymous one.  In 
the pocket of each 
robe is tucked a 
card which simply 
states, “This robe 
was made by Dignity 
Robes of St. Louise de 
Marillac”.  She says 
that the ministry survives on donations from survivors, friends 
of survivors, generous donors from the parish, and help from 
the STL Guild.  She also was quick to laud her right-hand gals, 
Mary Frances Glausser and Mary Lee Maloy who help with the 
shopping for fabrics, the packaging and drop-offs of kits and 
the picking up and dropping off of finished products.

Though every volunteer deserves mention for her 
contributions, one in particular stands out for her 
extraordinary commitment to the ministry.  Sophie Goode, 
who is 95 years old and has been sewing Dignity Robes for 
three years, has produced over 400 robes.  Given that each 
takes between 3 and four hours to make, the math of her 
labors is quite staggering! 

The Dignity Robes group makes every effort to create garments 
from comfortable, quality materials which are washable and 
can be kept or turned back in upon completion of treatment. 
The robes come in sizes XS to 2XL and are provided at no cost 
to the women or the hospitals.  When possible, the group uses 
novelty fabrics which bring a touch of personality and style. 
Karen explained that they try to buy at 40% off and are always 
on the lookout for good deals on Steeler, Pens, Pirates, PSU 
and Pitt fabrics as well as special seasonal and holiday fabrics. 

Interestingly, whatever scraps remain are often repurposed by 
the group. They actually finished a quilt from many favorite 
fabric scraps and presented it to Magee Hospital where it 
is now displayed in the waiting area.  Another such quilt is 
in the works. Many women look at the quilt and remember 
their own prints and experiences when looking at it.  Mary 
Frances Glausser has also repurposed scraps for small pillows 
to ease the pain of those who are recovering from breast 
removal surgery and need extra support under their arm while 
receiving chemotherapy.  Even a little fledgling ministry of 
creating chemotherapy caps from the scraps has been started. 
It seems these inspired, creative women want to put every 

scrap of talent and time 
as well as of fabric to 
meaningful use!

In hearing Karen Radu’s 
story, one can’t help 
but marvel at how 
so many good things 
have flowed from the 
seemingly random 
arrival of a magazine 
and one woman’s 
choice to be open to a 
vocation, acting with 
resolve to minister 
to women in need.  
The women of the 
Dignity Robes Ministry 
who subsequently 
heard the same call 
and responded are 
truly inspiring in their 
commitment to bring 

comfort, encouragement, love, and a sense of personal dignity 
to women undergoing the trauma and trials of breast cancer.  
They may never physically meet one another, but they now 
daily embrace in spirit in so many radiation treatment rooms 
across southwestern Pennsylvania. 

The Dignity Robes Ministry is grateful for the support the parish 
has given it and counts on volunteers, prayers,  and donors 
and the grace of God for its continuance.  Karen Radu and the 
Dignity Robes Ministry can be reached at: (724) 969-4190.    
They also can be found on Facebook.
Front row:  Ellie Anater, Pam Taylor, Karen Radu, Carolyn Boyd, Pat Gotch
Back row:  Marge Berner, Mary Frances Glausser, Barb Ligot, Ann Denning, 
Ruth Caudill, Joan Decato, Pat Bodnar, Mary Carroll Grimes, Pat Walker, 
Kathy Nicholson Not pictured:  Mary Lee Maloy, Diana Divito, Sue Czapik, 
Rose Cerceo, Chris Noceti
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Dear Parishioners,

When I preach at a funeral, I often begin by acknowledging that “goodbye” is one of the hardest words for 
us human beings to say, because it represents an interruption in the relationships which we hold dear. On a 
personal level I find this to be especially true. For this reason, writing this farewell is particularly difficult for 
me. Since September of 2011, I have gotten to know many of you here at Saint Louise, and it is a cause for 
sadness for me to say “goodbye” after what feels to be so short of a time.

St. Paul’s ministry in the New Testament has always been a model for me as I try to live my own call to 
priesthood. When I think back to my start here in 2011, the following words of St. Paul come to mind: 
“When I came to you, brothers, proclaiming the mystery of God, I did not come with sublimity of words 
or of wisdom. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. I 
came to you in weakness and fear and much trembling, and my message and my proclamation were not with 
persuasive (words of) wisdom, but with a demonstration of spirit and power, so that your faith might rest 
not on human wisdom but on the power of God” (1 Cor 2:1-5). It is my hope and prayer that these past 22 
months have been an occasion for each of us to grow closer to Christ and his Cross. God is clearly at work at 
this parish, and I look forward to seeing from afar this good work being brought to completion.

I desire to express my gratitude and appreciation to each of you who, in some way, have expressed your love, 
affirmation, and support for me and my priestly ministry. While I would not hazard to compile an exhaustive 
list, there are a few groups of people I would like to single out. I am grateful to our pre-Cana team and their 
beautiful witness to the holiness of the covenant of marriage. This past year was a wonderful year to be 
involved with RCIA, thank you to our team and our participants for making it a true joy. The young men and 
women of our youth group have been a joy and an inspiration to work with. Finally, may God bless greatly last 
year’s 7th graders who had me as their CCD teacher, I pray that you each of you will grow in love of God and 
neighbor.

Goodbyes indeed hurt, but our faith tells us that no goodbye is permanent so long as we are united by our 
faith.  Be assured of my prayers and I beg you for yours in return.

For one final time: God bless you and God love you!

 Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 Father John F. Naugle
 

A Farewell from 
Father Naugle



Just about two years ago, my husband and I sat down our 5 
children, 3 to 13, to give them the news that we would be 
moving from the only home they knew in Southern California 
to Southwestern Pennsylvania.   The kids took it pretty hard, 
but bravely.  None of us could help but wonder, even if only 
in silence, what such a drastic move would mean for each of 
us and for our family.  We knew that for our 5th and 8th grade 
daughters it would be hardest of all to leave hard-won friends 
and wonderful teammates.  This, of course, weighed heavily 
on our hearts.  Could we remain a happy, close family?  Would 
they ever forgive us for tearing up their roots?  Could we dare 
hope for something even better than we had in California?  We 
pretended it would be a wonderful adventure and practiced 
hope.  

Not having a clue about the South Hills area, I told our 
wonderful realtor that I desired a lovely tree to look at from my 
kitchen sink window ( where I spend more time standing than 
any other place), a lot of bathrooms (we have four daughters 
and one son), and convenience to good schools and groceries.  
I added, hoping not to sound too demanding, that if I could 
find a wonderful parish, it would be a dream come true for our 

family, which had not had such good fortune in California.  And 
furthermore, I added, the possibility of having all the children 
together at a Catholic school struck me as ideal. The three 
public schools in California we had been attending, though 
quite good by some standards, were in many ways struggling 
under the weight of the cultural confusion and value-erosion 
so prevalent today.  We wanted something better.  By the 
pensive look on our realtor’s face, I thought perhaps I had 
asked too much.  But again, we practiced hope.

Prudent as she was, our realtor immediately took me to St. 
Louise de Marillac Church, let its ancient catacomb-like interior 
work its magic on my soul, and then sat me down with the 
principle of St. Louise de Marillac School, Mr. Ken Klase, that 
very day.  I looked around at the neatly attired, respectful 
children, the lovely Mary statue which welcomed all visitors 
at the front entrance, and basked in the attentiveness of 
Mr. Klase to my younger children who were clinging to my 
legs.  I listened to him patiently and eloquently describe the 
philosophy of the school and the ways in which it strove, in 
accord with its Catholic mission, to meet the many and diverse 
needs of its students in mind, body and soul.  I was quite 
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BY  ReBecca PettigRew

Setting
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DOWN

Setting Down Roots at St. Louise de Marillac School



impressed, of course, with the test scores and data he shared 
with me as well.  But it was the intangibles of the day which 
led me, as I left, to glance back at the statue of Mary and fling 
up a hasty petition, “Help us find a house near here!”

And so we did.  That miserably hot summer, we moved our 
lonesome and cranky bunch into our amply-bathroomed 
house with the tree in the kitchen window and quickly signed 
up our reluctant and 5th and 8th grade daughters for the STL 
Volleyball teams.  Neither daughter, being soccer players, 
had ever set foot on a volleyball court. Dropping them off in 
the foreign school gym that day, knowing that they were very 
alone, frightened, and pretty peeved at me, was one of the 
hardest things I have done as a parent.   But each sulked off to 
her own practices and, much to her surprise, was immediately 
and warmly welcomed by her teammates.  The coaching staff 
and parents and children, it turned out, were well practiced 
in those wonderful virtues of hospitality and charity to the 
stranger.  In fact, even though some of those girls in 8th grade 
had known each other since kindergarten and had played 
volleyball together since fourth grade, they encouraged our 
eldest daughter to step right into the rotations and even be 
the cause of some extra bench time for her teammates.  What 
graciousness and uncommon maturity they showed!  We 

saw that our daughter was truly humbled and stymied by the 
genuineness with which she was received.

Yet this kind of attitude toward the new-comer was continually 
played out for our other three children at the school, and for 
our family in general.  The staff took special care to orient 
new families, the excellent faculty took care to look after 
and competently assess the new children, the volunteer 
coaches understood their roles in helping to facilitate comfort 
and friendship among teammates and new players.  Even 
the maintenance crews and kitchen staff went out of their 
way to welcome us!  Beyond that, our kids were thrilled 
with the amount of choices for clubs which were afforded 
them:  Scouting for Boys and Girls, Chess, Forensics, Latin, 
Band, Drama, technology, and science clubs, to name some.  
Also, after becoming acquainted with St. Louise’s extremely 
successful boys and girls developmental, JV, and Varsity 
volleyball programs we discovered that there are impressive 
JV and Varsity Football and Cheerleading programs as well as 
multiple basketball, baseball, track and cross country teams.  
The school manages to excel in all of these areas and each of 
our kids seemed to find their foothold and friendships there 
with the help of these extra-curriculars and the stellar people 
who make them so successful. 

Front row:  Ivy and Becketa
Back row:  Dan Pettigrew with wife Rebecca, and Eva, Quinn, and Olivia
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But perhaps even more so, it was the 
Catholic aspect of St. Louise de Marillac 
School which most affected my children 
and our family.  When my son begged me 
to have the opportunity to serve at mass, 
I privately cried.  The children are able to 
worship together as a school community 
every Friday morning, to participate in a 
multitude of service projects, and to learn 
to love and practice their Catholic faith 
in a community dedicated to fostering its 
development in each student.  To know 
that the school community in which our 
children are immersed shares our goals 
and hopes for them is a source of great 
relief and comfort.  And to know that 
the friends with whom our children are 
journeying have a common Light to guide 
their footsteps is a kind of peace, too, for 
which we had been thirsting.

By springtime that year, I was sitting on the grass watching our 
kindergartener, in what would be her first of many St. Louise 
green team uniforms, take an earnest swing at her coach’s 
pitch.  I saw a flash of  toothless grin as bat met ball.  Her tiny 
team-mates hurrahed.  That crack of the impact suddenly 
awakened me to the realization that there had been a lot of 
smiles and laughter at our house of late.  In just a few short 

months we had gone from an anxious family uprooted to a 
family confidently taking root here.  I looked around me at the 
mothers and fathers whom I was already beginning to know 
and at my other children being greeted with hugs and smiles 
from their schoolmates who were fast becoming friends, and I 
marveled how much St. Louise School had blessed our family. 

That night, out of curiousity, I looked up the patroness of 
the school, St. Louise de Marillac.  This remarkable, inspired 
foundress of the Daughters of Charity; this mother, teacher, 

nurse, social worker, mentor, spiritual leader and friend of the 
poor and sick, must be so proud to look upon this 50 year old 
parish school which bears her name.  Here my family has been 
mothered, taught, healed, oriented, led, and befriended.  Here 
my family in exile has found a home. 

At the end of that first school year 2012 
at St. Louise de Marillac, my husband and 
I and our younger children looked on and 
beamed as the eighth grade class graduation 
mass and ceremony took place in that 
beautiful church with which I had fallen 
in love the summer before.  At the close 
of ceremonies, there, up at the lectern, 
stood that eighth grade daughter of ours, 
about whom we had been so worried.  She 
was delivering a letter she had carefully 
composed, giving heart-felt thanks to the 
St. Louise Community and bidding adieu to 
those wonderful classmates and teachers 
of hers who had so readily opened their 
hearts to her.    The entire class had chosen 
her, in an act of extraordinary hospitality 
and generosity, to bring to summation and 
closure their precious years at St. Louise de 
Marillac.  There weren’t many dry eyes in 

that house of God that night.  No doubt even St. Louise herself 
was there, in joyful tears over what lovely young people those 
children had become in their years under her care.  Could we 
have dared hope for such grace when we looked into those 
teary faces back in California?

Do you dare practice hope for such good things for your 
family?  There is still room for more families at this wonderful 
place of hospitality, faith and learning. Why not come see for 
yourself?  And, by all means, don’t forget to pray to Mary on 
the way out!

Abigail Morrow, Reilly Welsh, Olivia Pettigrew, Kate Carnivale, and Marielle 
Gleason at 8th grade graduation, June 2012

Jenny Pitts, Abby Crookshank, Eva Pettigrew, Shannon Curry, Brouklin Alger at 
the STL Race for Education
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■ All Bishop Canevin freshmen receive an iPad for educational & personal use  

■ Since ‘10, a class average of $7.3 M in college scholarships has been awarded 

■ In 2012, Bishop Canevin received 6 Gene Kelly Award nominations 

■ Bishop Canevin students can earn up to 48 college credits in high school 

For Information | Natalie Liptak, Director of Enrollment | Ext. 38 

2700 Morange Road | Pittsburgh, PA 15205 | (412) 922-7400 | bishopcanevin.org  

INSPIRING BOYS

TO BECOME 

MEN OF FAITH, 

MEN OF SCHOLARSHIP,

MEN OF SERVICE.

C e n t r a l  C a t h o l i c
H i g h  S c h o o l

Brian Miller
Director of Admissions

p: 412-621-7505
f: 412-208-0555

bmiller@centralcatholichs.com
www.centralcatholichs.com

4 7 2 0  F i f t h  A v e n u e   •   P i t t s b u r g h ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  1 5 2 1 3
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Youth 
MinistrY 
FROM THE teen’s 
PersPective  
BY  JaSON ZYcH

In previous articles about the Youth Ministry program, I have 
mentioned events that the teens participated in and included 
descriptions of those events. This time around, while still 
describing some of our major events, I thought it would be 
good to add the perspectives of some of the teens who actively 
participate in the Youth Ministry program. 

When asked, “What do you like best about youth group?” 
the teens gave a variety of responses. They mentioned 
the retreats, Sunday evening gatherings, the people, and 
deepening their relationship with God. Here are some of their 
answers:

•	 Nick, a senior at Upper St. Clair High School, said he likes 
“the time before our bible study or Life Night begins, when 
we get to just hang out with each other and catch up on 
what’s going on in each others’ lives.” 

•	 In addition to hanging out with people at youth group, 
Christina, a junior at Bethel Park High School, said 
she really enjoys “all the talks because they are very 
enlightening. They really help you to hear what God is 
telling you.” 

•	 Mary Elizabeth, a freshman at Upper St. Clair, said what 
she likes best are “the friendships because, unlike the 
groups of friends that you have at school, with this group, 
there is no drama. The Youth Ministry program creates an 
environment where you can live your faith and know that 
you will be encouraged and supported by your peers.” 

•	 For Jimmy, a senior at Bethel Park, things have changed. “I 
used to really enjoy playing sports outside after our Pray 
and Play, but now I enjoy the fellowship and the discussion 
at bible study.” 

•	 Adam, a senior at Upper St. Clair says, “I especially enjoy 
the retreats. They have always been great experiences for 
me – very fun and uplifting.”

These teens have been involved in the Youth Ministry for 
various amounts of time. It was intriguing to find out how each 
of them initially got involved. For instance, it took Christina 
two years before she would give the Youth Ministry a try. “I 
don’t know what drove me to go initially, but the first time I 
went, I remember going in and being so scared. Then I saw 
one of my best friends and she asked why I was so scared. So I 
said to myself, ‘This is going to be ok,’ and I really had a lot of 
fun.” When Adam decided to attend a Youth Ministry event, 
it wasn’t until his junior year. “I told myself I was too busy or 
I’d go to the next meeting,” Adam recalls. “I just kept making 
excuses not to go. But then I just decided to go and the people 
there really made me feel at home. So I’ve been going pretty 
consistently ever since.” Mary Elizabeth started coming to 
the Middle School Youth Ministry program while she was in 
eighth grade. “My older siblings, who attended the high school 
youth group, told me it was fun. Plus, they said there was food 
and when I heard ‘food’, I was hooked for life!” Both Nick and 
Jimmy have been attending Youth Ministry events since they 
were freshmen and started attending at the encouragement of 
their parents.

Christina Cvetic, Rachel LeVisseur, Jim Marsh, Justin Brandwein, Hunter Lantzman



1st row: STL Youth Minister Jason Zych, Christina Cvetic, Justin Brandwein, Adam Lucas, Matt Brandwein, Teresa Rainone, and Mary Elizabeth 
Lucas 2nd row: Hunter Lantzman, Nick DeMarco, Pat DeMarco, Nick Cvetic, Jaci Brandwein, Jim Marsh
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When asked what they would say to another teen that is 
having reservations about attending Youth Ministry, the teens 
had some great advice:

•	 “Come to a few meetings,” Adam suggested. “The first two 
may be awkward because you may not know anybody, but 
you will make some friends because they really are a cool 
bunch of guys and girls.” 

•	 Nick was reassuring: “Everyone is really welcoming and 
includes everyone else in the group, so it’s really easy to fit 
in and talk to everyone.” 

•	 “Just do what I did,” Christina advised. “I was really scared, 
but I said, ‘I’m going to do this,’ and it ended up being one 
of the best decisions of my life.” 

•	 In Jimmy’s humble opinion, “You can’t just come once. 
Come at least three to four times. You’ll meet great 
people, make new friends, keep great friends, and you’ll 
experience life in a way you never thought of before.” 
“Plus,” adds Adam, “it’s an excuse not to do homework on 
a school night!” 

Now you have more than just my word on how great Youth 
Ministry is here at St. Louise. Ultimately, the Youth Ministry 
program seeks to help teens encounter Jesus Christ by being 
active members of His Church.

If you are a teen, I hope you take the encouragement of your 
peers and join us for one of our events. Whether that’s a 
Tuesday “Pray and Play,” the Franciscan Youth Conference, 
or Fall Retreat, you are most welcome anytime! If you are a 
parent, don’t underestimate the power of your influence to get 
your teen to attend a Youth Ministry event. 
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A Pilgrim Church

Renewed 
In February oF 2009, aFter extensIve analysIs and reFlectIon by the ParIsh 

Pastoral and FInance councIls and the then newly aPPoInted st. louIse de 

MarIllac Pastor, Fr. MIke carIdI, It was announced that the ParIsh would 

restart a PrevIously stalled caPItal caMPaIgn and seek to raIse 3.2 MIllIon 

dollars.  these Funds, Fr. MIke exPlaIned, would go toward PayIng oFF $700,000 

In ParIsh debt, a renovatIon oF the school caFeterIa, uPgrades and rePaIrs 

to the ParIsh school, and a Modest renovatIon oF the church sanctuary 

to brIng It Into conForMIty wIth the conteMPorary norMs Produced by the 

unIted states bIshoP’s conFerence as well as by the dIocese oF PIttsburgh. 
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What has Changed and Why? 
The former space and pew arrangement, with no center aisle and subdued 
lighting, encouraged the pilgrim’s mind and eyes to wander about the entire 
interior space as opposed to being drawn primarily to the sanctuary. The 
original goal of this modern, experimental, arrangement of sacred space and 
furnishings was to promote a distinct experience of the total inner space of 
the Church as one of “sacred abundance” which “warms people and gives 
them a sense of tenderness toward one another”.  This focus on cultivating 
certain feelings and experiences in the faithful was something new in church 
architecture, which had hitherto directed focus toward the sanctuary.  The intent 
was to celebrate the presence of Christ alive in the assembly of the baptized.   
The strong feelings of attachment which the parishioners had to the building 
indicate that the design succeeded in this goal.

However, in conformance with the Guidelines promulgated by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, the renovated space now not only strives to 
facilitate the general Christian experience of fellowship in the Body of Christ, 
but now intentionally shepherds the pilgrim’s attention and energies to focus 
on Christ as he is made present in the liturgical actions which take place in 
the sanctuary.  Specifically, the new design and arrangement calls the pilgrim’s 
attention to the re-presentation of the Good Friday sacrifice offered upon the 
Altar and to the presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist.  

By directly referencing the central symbols of the faith and more proficiently 
accommodating the ancient Liturgical Rites in which those symbols and 
furnishings function, the redesigned church now emphasizes what is specifically 
Catholic, and not merely Christian, about itself.  By maintaining an arrangement 
of pews which half-encircles the sanctuary, however, it seems that a happy 
medium has been struck.  The original intimacy, which indeed promotes the 
sense of the people as the Body of Christ, has been retained.

The power of architecture and art to effectively catechize the baptized has 
always been recognized by the Catholic Church.  It is no mystery that St. Louise 
parish should have undertaken at this time to tap into that teaching power 
as she is freshly invigorated by the New Evangelization and the Year of Faith 
announced by Pope Benedict XVI.

Following is an overview of some of the most significant changes which were 
made, the practical justification for the changes, and the theological and 
ecclesiological meaning associated with them.

Despite the troubled economy, 
the response to the ambitious 
Jubilee Capital Campaign was 
overwhelmingly positive, with over 
3.5 million dollars in pledges coming 
in from generous parishioners who 
desired to steward a bright future 
for the parish and school.  Still, many 
anguished over whether the unique 
charm and intimacy they so treasured 
about the sanctuary of St. Louise 
might somehow be compromised 
or lost. Would the lovely Somerset 
field stone masonry remain?  Would 
the church continue to be, as an 
earlier church history describes, “a 
pilgrim church, welcoming earthly 
travelers on a spiritual journey” which 
“foster[s] tender feelings” among her 
members?  It wasn’t without some 
trepidation that many lovers of the 
original construction waited through 
the twelve weeks of renovation. 

On April 7th, Divine Mercy 
Sunday, the parish had 
its anxieties and doubts 
allayed:  the beautiful and 
beloved pilgrim church 
is not only still there, but 
with her gaze now fixed 
on the One to whom she 
is journeying, she is like a 
young and fresh-faced  
bride who has just spied  
her beloved groom:  she  
is positively radiant. 

before                                                                                                      after
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the Baptismal Font
The original baptismal font, 
previously situated toward the back 
of the sanctuary and inaccessible 

to wheelchair bound 
congregants, has been 
restored and moved to 
the foreground of the 

sanctuary.  Importantly, there is 
now ample gathering space around 
it for future baptisms and Easter 
Vigils.   Theologically speaking, the 
visibility and accessibility of the font 
to all who enter the church, reminds 
the baptized of the saving waters 
by which they were reborn in 
Christ and through which His life 
was established in them.  Baptism 
is revealed as the foundational 
sacrament, and a visible link is made, 
by the font’s prominent placement in 
front of the altar, between the action 
of the One who hangs upon the cross 
and pours himself out upon the altar 
and the recreation of man in the 
sacrament of Baptism.

Finally, and just as importantly, the 
font’s placement at the fore of the 
Sanctuary expresses the organic 
relationship of every Christian’s faith 
journey from the new sacramental 
life established in him at the Rite of 
Baptism to the Funeral Rite, which 
marks the transitional stage of the 
Christian’s pilgrimage into the arms 
of his loving Father.  The intentional 
juxtaposition of Baptismal water, light 
from the Paschal Candle, and the 
pall, profoundly signify and celebrate 
Christian faith and hope in the promise 
of eternal life for those who have died 
to sin and embraced life in Christ.

the Center aisle, 
Floor and lighting
One of the most effective physical 
changes to the interior of St. Louise 
is the re-configuration of the pews so 
that there is now a center aisle which 
draws one’s eyes, and so heart and 
mind, to the Altar and Tabernacle. 
As Bishop David Zubik observed 
in his homily for the Blessing and 
Dedication Mass, this encourages 
all who enter to keep their eyes 
fixed on Christ. Daily and special 
processions and recessions such as 
those at weddings and funerals will 
now clearly lead to and from Christ, 
who draws in and nourishes His 
beloved people and who sends them 
forth, renewed in the Spirit as his 
ambassadors.

More subtle perhaps are the changes 
to the concrete floors, which are newly 
stained and polished , offering warmth 
as they reflect the brighter and more 
efficient light thrown upon them.  Also, 
new and brighter fixtures, which hang 
in a graduated arrangement with an 
apex toward the crucifix, contribute to a 
more ethereal atmosphere.  Spotlights 
are artfully focused on special statuary, 
sacred objects, and furnishings.

the  
stations  
oF the  
Cross
The original, natural wood Stations of 
the Cross, now superbly refinished and 
painted, had previously been grouped 
together on one wall of the Church.  
They are now encircling the assembly 
of worshippers and individually lit 
to highlight the drama of Christ’s 
journey to Calvary. This arrangement 
of the Stations will enable pilgrims to 
participate more completely in the 
praying the Way of the Cross. 

the sanCtuary, 
CruCiFix, taBernaCle, 
altar and amBo
Upon entering the  
enlarged narthex or  
gathering area, the  
pilgrim is greeted  
with a triumphant heralding of  
Christ’s presence in triplicate:   
His eyes are guided upward  
and brought to rest on the  
carefully restored and painted  
Crucifix, now suspended above  
the stunningly inset Tabernacle.   
At the center of the Sanctuary  
stands the four-columned 
Romanesque Altar, flanked by  
a complimentary Ambo.  
Together, these announce, as the 
Angels around the tabernacle suggest, 
that the bread of Heaven has come 
down to earth to nourish his people.  
The beauty and origin of these pieces are 
celebrated elsewhere in the magazine.

Astonishingly, and much to the relief 
of the parish, the fieldstone Sanctuary 
and guide-walls at the entrance have 
been expertly built from the original 
stones salvaged and sorted from the 
previous sanctuary.  The cherished, 
rustic ambience of the interior thus 
remains strong, while the now more 
subtly painted steel columns, girders 
and trusses still give an affectionate 
nod to the Parish’s Pittsburgh heritage. 

the neW Choir spaCe
The choir, formerly corralled into a 
rather tight space adjacent to the 
sanctuary, now finds a more congenial 
home among the assembled at the back 
right of the Church.  This arrangement 
encourages greater participation in 
sung worship, more attentive listening, 
and less spectating on the part of the 
assembly.  The choir also happily gained 
a practice room in the lower church and 
a new organ console.  The benefits were 
clear as the music ministry, under the 
direction of Greg Fincham, contributed 
brilliantly to the solemn beauty of the 
Dedication Mass.



the statuary 
The worship assembly will also notice that 
the carved wooden statues of Mary and 
Joseph are now prominently featured in 
niches on either side of the Tabernacle.   
With the adoring Angels surrounding the 
Tabernacle, the two are witnesses to the 
Heavenly Liturgy enacted in the sanctuary 
upon the stunning four-columned Altar.   
The images of Mary, Joseph, and the 
Angels gathering around the Tabernacle 
and Altar serve to remind the believer 
that the Liturgy unfolding before him 
is the eternal, Heavenly Banquet itself.  
Humbly bringing his own sacrifice to the 
Table of the Lord, the pilgrim is taken up 
into the eternal event of the Supper of 
the Lamb.  Enthralled, he takes his place 
among the throngs of heavenly hosts and 
the Communion of Saints to taste the joy 
and mystery of Heaven come to earth in 
the Eucharistic Celebration.

In a recent interview, Fr. Mike Caridi 
reflected on this:  Having the statues 
of Mary and Joseph on either side of 
the Altar reminds the faithful that these 
earthly parents of Jesus poured out their 
lives in sacrificial love for their Son. They 
are a powerful reminder that this kind 
of love and no other is the love which 
redeems and heals. It is this sacrificial 
love which is united to the Divine 
sacrifice and offered up by the faithful on 
the Altar at Mass.  In union with Christ’s 
perfect offering,  this offering becomes 
the instrument of Divine healing and 
redeeming grace. Now, to all families who 
strive and struggle to bring one another 
to lives of holiness restored in Christ, the 
poignant images of Mary and Joseph 
offer strength, encouragement, and hope.

To remind the parish of its special 
relationship to its Patroness and to nurture 
a special relationship with her, a lovely 
statue of St. Louise de Marillac was added 

to a warmly lit spot in the narthex.  There, 
in her distinctive blue habit, she gently  
gazes upon her parishioners with a young 
girl at her side.  The child apparently is 
being fed physically (she carries bread 
in her hand) and spiritually (St. Louise 
carries the Word of God) by this most 
charitable and holy woman who gave 
herself to Christ in Faith, Hope, and Love.  

The beloved Marian shrine at the left 
back wall of the Church remains, with the 
beautiful statue of Our Lady restored and 
repainted in keeping with the subdued 
tones of the other statuary.

the holy spirit relieF
Prominently lit and installed at the upper 
right of the church, a newly acquired hand-
carved relief sculpture of the Descent of 
the Holy Spirit gleams in transcendent 
23 karat, patinaed, gold leaf.  This piece, 
designed by Louis D. Astorino, whose 
Pittsburgh firm was enlisted for our 
renovation, is a slightly redacted version 
of his original design integrated into the 
exterior masonry and stained glass around 
the entry doors of Vatican City’s Chapel of 
the Holy Spirit.  Astorino, the first and only 
American architect to design a building 
within Vatican City, was commissioned 
by the Vatican under Pope John Paul II, 
to design the chapel.  His award-winning 
Trinitarian-themed chapel is adjacent to 
the small hotel, Domus Sanctae Marthae, 
near the Basilica of St. Peter.  Our new 
Pope Francis has since broken custom and 
now resides in Domus Sanctae Marthae.  
Astorino’s chapel has thus become the 
Pope’s choice for daily morning mass.  
Perhaps he now daily takes notice of the 
distinctive sculpture we have in common. 

Astorino’s architectural sculpture features 
the ancient symbol of the descending 
Dove to remind the baptized that they are 
animated by this third Person of the Holy 
Trinity.  It is this Spirit which first moved 
upon the face of the earth and blessed 
the waters of creation, confirmed Christ 
as the Son of God, and was sent forth by 
the Father and the Son to draw all people, 
through the Church and its Sacramental life, 
into the intimate mystery of the Divine Life.

  

the reneWal oF  
the parish
After twelve weeks of mass in the 
gymnasium and daily masses in the 
temporary Chapel in LeGras Hall, 
many parishioners experienced 
a holy longing for their spiritual 
home.  Being separated from the 
physical building itself perhaps 
served to remind us that the 
Church truly transcends every 
building in which she gathers.  
God and his Church were, after all, 
just as present in the converted 
gymnasium and conference room 
as in the former sanctuary and the 
assembly gathered there.  But our  
brief exile also perhaps revealed 
to us just how much a building and 
its architecture, art, and furnishings 
contributes to the life of the parish 
and the spiritual journey of each 
individual pilgrim.  The nobility and 
beauty, intrinsic excellence, and 
integrity of a sacred space and the 
furnishings and art within it can, 
and indeed must, nourish, teach, 
and express the solemn truth 
and sacred realities of the Church 
and the Sacred Mysteries she 
celebrates within its walls. 

In this, our newly renovated 
building, the pilgrim church trains 
her eyes, mind and heart on Christ, 
her Head, in symbol, sign, ritual, 
and sacrament.  Here the design 
and beauty of the building tells 
of a God who pours himself out 
eternally in self-donation for his 
Bride, claiming her as his own, 
cleansing her and restoring her 
by his love.   In this building, once 
again, a people is formed and fed, 
celebrated, shepherded, forgiven, 
freed, and brought to eternal life.  
And from its doors, with the Holy 
Spirit alive and burning in their 
hearts, the church and her pilgrims 
are sent forth as the Body of Christ 
to renew the face of the earth. 
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B Y  D E S I G N

When the parish sought an architect to take on 
the renovation project for the Church, a number of 
considerations were in play. The firm chosen would 
need to be experienced in working with Church 
design, equipped with Catholic sensibilities, and 
familiar with the renovation norms established by 
the Bishops.  Just as importantly, it had to be a firm 
accustomed to working with unique spaces.

Fortunately, the parish did not need to look far.  Astorino, 
headquartered in three bustling buildings along the 
Monongahela, proved to be just right for the job.  A full-
service architectural, engineering, and construction firm, it 
was founded by Architect and Chairman, Louis D. Astorino 
41 years ago. CFO James Frauen, who is a parishioner of  
St. Louise, explained that as a large, generalist firm, 
Astorino has been associated with all kinds of projects both 
locally and around the world.   Locally known projects, far 
too many to list here, include PNC Park,  Children’s Hospital 
of Pittsburgh, Consol Energy Center, and 3PNC Plaza.

When asked whether he intentionally became involved in 
Church architecture and design, a  niche expertise, Astorino 
admitted that it was more by providence. In 1993, during 
the papacy of John Paul II, John Connelly of Gateway 
Clipper Fleet, since deceased, recommended to the Vatican 
that his friend Lou be involved in the designing of a small 
hotel, Domus Sanctae Marthae, near the Basilica of  
St. Peter.   Retained as a supervisory architect on the hotel, 
Astorino was then selected to design a chapel to adjoin it.  

At first, the architect was taken aback by the strange, 
cramped, pie-shaped piece of land set aside for the project.  
Hemmed in on one side by the Domus Sanctae Marthae 
and on the other by the ancient Leonine Wall, it presented 
both a unique opportunity and a confounding challenge.  
The result was Astorino’s remarkably stunning Holy Spirit 
Chapel.  Trinitarian in inspiration, it masterfully echoes in 
design motif what it inherited from the physical constraints 
of the almost stiflingly small, triangular site.   By all accounts, 
it was an inspired success. The Chapel has found fresh press 
of late since Pope Francis stunned the world by declining the 
seclusion and comfort of the Papal Residence and opting 
instead for the communal accomodations of Domus Sanctae 
Marthae.  The Chapel of the Holy Spirit is now the primary 
chapel used by the Holy Father for daily 7:00 a.m. mass.

Ultimately the parish believed that the firm which since then 
has been responsible for over thirty Church projects around 
the diocese and which conquered Rome could ably handle 
the renovation of St Louise’s unique worship space.  Astorino 
was retained, frequent meetings and planning sessions with 
the Parish Building Committee, the parish at large, and the 
Diocesan Building Committee followed.  In preparation, 
Astorino himself came to mass to get a sense of the feel, 
problems, meaning and highlights of the space.  Darren 
Lloyd was ultimately named Lead Architect.  His design 
team, which also included Anne Grape, a parishioner, fully 
understood that it was important to grasp  the idiosyncrasies 
of the space before developing a solution.  The hope 
was, according to Darren, “that the renovation design 
should dramatically improve the functionality of the space 
while being subtle enough to retain its familiarity.”  Lloyd 
understood that any redesign had to be sensitive to the 
strong connection which parishioners had to the uniqueness 
of the space.  “We needed”, he explained, “to make 
both the broad stroke moves to improve the functionality, 
circulation, and lighting of the space, while paying close 
attention to the details to safeguard and augment the 
individual characteristics of the church”. 

Beauty
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In the end, essential improvements 
included:  redesigning the arrangement 
of pews to increase the flexibility of the 
space for a variety of liturgical occasions 
(baptisms, funerals, private prayer, 
weddings, special processions, etc.), 
addressing lighting issues, and making 
the building and space more accessible 
for disabled parishioners.   Additionally, 
better sightlines were created for 
visibility to the Altar, Ambo, Baptismal 
Font, Crucifx, and Tabernacle.  The 
former Day Chapel was redesigned to 
serve as a more spacious and functional 
Sacristy, and the choir space was 
repositioned.  Many of the details and 
their meaning are addressed in another 
piece in this magazine. 

Astorino’s Project Construction 
Manager, Bob Morris, marveled at just 
how smoothly the whole endeavor 
progressed.   He lauded all who 
cooperated in the project’s timely and 
professional execution and recounted 
with a smile that toward the project’s 
end, he came upon Fr. Mike escorting 
some parishioners around the interior of 
the church.  One, a woman, greeted the 
results with joyful tears. Morris was much 
moved by how the work translated into 
such a gratifying response. 

When asked to reflect on the results 
of all that he poured into the project, 
Darren Lloyd reflected, with humble 
satisfaction, saying, “It’s a very fine line 
between preservation and improvement 
and I think we were able to pull it off 
with mindful study, careful analysis, 
and thoughtful design.”   Since the 
Dedication mass, much praise has been 
sung and many more joyful tears shed, 
confirming that yes, indeed, they did pull 
it off.  Given the circumstances which 
brought Astorino to St. Louise Parish, 
maybe some of the credit should go to 
the Holy Spirit.
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on december the 29th, parishioner sarah edgar was the last bride to walk down the aisle at 
st. louise de Marillac church before the 35 year old doors would close for twelve weeks of 
renovation. sarah’s father, Mark edgar, a parishioner of 27 years, recalled that happy wedding day 
as he talked about the church renovation project which began days later on January 2nd.  like 
many parishioners, Mark had been quite fond of the church as it was.   having raised four children 
in the parish and cherishing many special memories, he recalls some initial hesitancy when he first 
considered involvement in the renovation.  however, after coming to understand the practical 
and theological justifications for the undertaking, he was won over by its virtues for the parish.

the 
holy woRk

of Human Hands

st. louise de Marillac church under construction
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As a Vice President in the third-generation, family-owned 
Mosites Construction Company, Mark worked for over 9 months 
donating his analysis and cost estimation services to the parish 
as it considered its options.  Mosites Construction, which 
also handled the construction of LeGras Hall and the the Bell 
Tower, eventually won the bid for the renovation.  A leading 
firm in the Pittsburgh Construction industry, the company has 
a huge and diverse portfolio of projects which, to name a few,  
include Children’s Hospital, Mellon Bank, Heinz Field, Rivers 
Casino, UPMC, various area universities, major retailers, and 
numerous church and school projects throughout the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh.  Presently, President M. Dean Mosites leads a field 
staff which varies from 50 to 350, depending 
on its project load, in its quest for excellence.  
“A good day for us”, states the company 
website, “ is concrete poured, steel erected, 
masonry laid and struck. . .  We love to build!”   
This spirit of pride in workmanship and a job 
well done and on time, translated into what 
is, by all accounts, a successful renovation of 
St. Louise de Marillac church.

Mark , who served as  Project Executive on 
the job, praised Mosites Project Manager  
Russ Schlaegle, and Jobsite Superintendent 
Derrick Hayes.  Schlaegle brought 38 years 
of experience and together with Hayes’ 
12 years of experience and their extensive 
combined church construction expertise, 
they made a terrific team, managing and 
executing all aspects of the project with 
remarkable efficiency.  

First, and most dramatic of the projects 
was demolition and reconstruction of the 
sanctuary. The former sanctuary wall, with its 
distinctive fieldstones, was brought down. 
The entire concrete slab beneath it, nearly a 
quarter of the worship area, was then  
removed. The new concrete sanctuary floor 
had to be matched to the old, poured, and 
then cured for twenty eight days. This fact alone 
caused every worker on the job to wonder  
how it would all come together on time.  

On top of that waiting game, there was the task of salvaging 
the stones from the Sanctuary walls and sorting, reshaping, and 
reconfiguring them.  Since the unique walls were so intrinsic 
to the success of the design, it was of the utmost importance 
that they be rebuilt with an eye toward perfection.  The services 
of Don Popovich and Gino Virgili, partners in Mardo Masonry 
were retained.  The many skilled masons of Mardo worked six 
and sometimes seven days a week all day and into the evening 
in their nearly lost art of shaping the stone and laying it just 
right.   Said Popovich: “My mindset, day one, was excellence.  
We wanted to provide the highest quality of craftsmanship for 
the church personnel and its members. . . . I know how much 
pride members take in their parish and what they expect of such 
a construction project.  . . . It has truly been an honor to work for 
the Church.”  The masterful fruits of such painstaking labors on 
the part of Mardo Masonry are a delight to the eye and a key 
aspect of the overall integrity and beauty of the renovation.  

Many other construction projects were undertaken.  The larger of 
these included bringing the building up to code for wheelchair 
access, heating, air-conditioning and extensive electrical work, 
including retrofitting , removal and installation of lighting and of 
new control systems to enable different settings and introduce 
cost savings.  The entire interior, including the downstairs, was 
repainted.  Further, the old pews were taken out and donated 
to Washington City Mission.  New pews, now curved so that 
a center- aisle pattern could be implemented, were installed.  
Also, a more accessible and serviceable sacristy, a handicap-
access bathroom, and new choir and storage rooms were built.  
The confessionals and the crying room were given new carpet, 

seating, ceiling, and lighting.  

The Mosites team encouraged a profound 
sense of pride of workmanship and  a 
spirit of cooperation and commitment 
so that all who labored gave everything 
they had to their work and to finishing 
on time.  Fr. Mike commented on this 
fact at the Dedication Mass, saying that 
every time he entered the Church during 
construction he observed among the 
workers an attitude of profound respect 
for the space and its meaning.

Mark also praised the exceptional firms 
whose integrity and dedication shine 
in their contributions to the project.  
Aside from the work of Astorino and the 
incomparable artistry provided by Rohn 
Liturgical Design, there were many other 
contributions made by local companies.  
Parishioner Tim Dunlap of Questmark 
Floors ground, stained, and polished the 
concrete floors, Mark Scalise, STL school 
parent and president of Scalise Industries, 
handled the underground HVAC systems, 
parishioner Jim Zukowski of Mendel Steel 
provided all metal framing work and 
new hand rails throughout the Church, 
parishioner Randy Castriota of Castriota 
Metals and Recycling provided Dumpster 
Service, and Marty Hanley and parishioner 
Rob Pugliano of ALS lighting handled all 

lighting projects.  All of the new fixtures are LED.  These 
are projected to save the parish approximately $15,000 to 
$17,000 per year.  Also, the 30-40% higher cost of the new 
bulbs was generously absorbed by ALS.

Leaving the church at the end of the interview, I asked Mark 
whether the beautiful, naturally stained doors were new, too.  
“No”, he replied, admiring them keenly. “At the eleventh hour 
of the project, a generous benefactor enabled us to bring 
in a specialist to refinish them like new”.  The heavy doors 
closed behind us and I couldn’t help but think of the next 
bride to enter through them.  What majesty she will behold 
because of the magnanimous donations of parishioners, the 
dedicated, expert work of human minds and hands, and the 
sweat of many brows.  Here is an offering, made up of many 
sacrifices both great and small, with which every bride, the 
entire parish, and surely God himself, can be well-pleased!

st. louise de Marillac church under construction



there they were, the children of st. louise de marillac school, nearly 
500 of them, together for their first mass in their newly renovated 
church.  it was bright, it was beautiful, and Fr. mike was beaming.  
oh, to be back in their beautiful church! 
The building wrapped itself around the gathering children, welcomed them, 
and lifted up their chins to behold a beautiful crucifix suspended above the 
altar.  Behind the altar, Mother Mary, Joseph, and lovely Angels whispered in awe 
around the Tabernacle.   With the whole Church interior already acting as a silent 
but stirring catechist, Fr. Mike asked the children to come, encounter Christ there 
and renew their relationship with their Lord.  As the crucifix, tabernacle, altar and 
statuary echoed the truth of the ages, Fr. Mike reminded them that Christ was 
present, offering himself eternally for each of them.

It was clear that day that Beauty speaks.  Drawn by her voice, the children were 
prepared in heart and mind to kneel in reverence and awe before mystery.  This is 
Catholic Liturgy.  Music, art, symbols, gestures, colors and fragrances all bespeak 
the sacred mystery whose depths can never be exhausted.  The pilgrim’s eyes, 
ears, nose, lips, throat and body are all engaged in the work of worship.  Catholic 
liturgy speaks to the whole person because it is about encountering a whole 
person – Christ- not just symbolically, but really.  

Competency in the liturgical arts demands these kinds of sensibilities to the 
sacredness of liturgy and the worship environment.  It also requires a working 
knowledge of the long and rich history of sacred art and furnishings.  Fortunately 
for the parish, Pittsburgh is home to one of the foremost of such design firms in 
the world:  Rohn & Associates Design, Inc.  It is this firm which is responsible for 
creating the art and furnishings for our renovated church. 

A family-owned and operated design group which has been in business for more 
than four decades, Rohn & Associates brings together deeply talented liturgical 
artists and artisans.  Among these are the owners of the firm, brother and sister 
Rolf and Renate Rohn.  The Pittsburgh firm also includes Kathy Maglicco, who, 
along with Rolf and Renate, brought her considerable talents and Catholic 
sensibilities to our renovation project.  

THE ART OF

woRship

24



The story of Rohn Liturgical Art Studios 
began in 1952 when Rudolf N. Rohn, 
already an accomplished liturgical artist 
in Europe, left Germany and arrived in 
the Pittsburgh area with no connections.   
As a new immigrant with a wife and two 
young children, he could only secure 
for himself a job painting walls.  His true 
talents languished until one day his wife 
took the bus into Pittsburgh, saw some 
workers in a church, and plucked up the 
courage to recommend her husband for 
their services.  It so happened that the 
group had just lost its main artist.  Mrs. 
Rohn came home with a liturgical art 
job for her husband that very day and a 
fruitful career was launched.  A business 
was born.  So were three more children.  
And, according to European custom, the 
family business was truly a family business.  
The children were apprenticed in the arts.  
Renate Rohn, oldest daughter, recalls 
working on mosaics at a very early age 
and remembers her older brother, Rolf, 
seeming to live and breathe liturgical 
design from his earliest years.

Today Rohn and Associates Design is 
led by Rolf Rohn, now a world-renowned 
liturgical artist and designer with nearly 
four decades of experience.  Apprenticed 
by his exceptionally talented father, 
further educated in Theology and Art 
History at Duquesne University, and ever 
engaged in learning as he travels the 
world, Rolf now offers his expertise and 
that of firm on projects all over the U.S. 
and Europe.  

Renate Rohn, now an accomplished artist 
herself, having advanced her training in 
the Fine Arts at the University of Stuttgart 
and through years of work and world-
travel, specializes in custom artwork and 
murals as well as liturgical design and 
restoration.   As Principle Artist for the 
project, Renate employed her inspired 
talents and an infinite amount of patience 
to designing and hand-painting the 
glorious wooden relief angels panels 
which grace the sanctuary as well as to 
restoring, repainting and re-finishing our 
statuary, stations of the Cross, and crucifix.  

The firm’s approach to St. Louise, 
according to Rolf, was “to emphasize its 
new open floor plan and provide a space 
that is both welcoming and harmonious”.   
Rohn and Maglicco designed all the 
liturgical furnishings and appointments 
with an eye toward amplifying the 
integrity, beauty and harmony of the 
interior of the church.  Of primary 
inspiration for the design of the Altar, 
which is supported by four old-world style 
columns, was an original column standing 
outside the sacristy.  Maglicco noted 
that the marble and limestone columns  
of the Altar and the base of the Ambo 
were carved in Carrara, Italy by a 3rd 
generation owned family shop of artisans 
known to be among the finest stone 
carvers in Italy. 

The church’s original octagonal Baptismal 
Font, which is adorned on every side with 
a grape and vine pattern also provided 
a dominant motif to be echoed in the 
new Rohn-designed tabernacle door and 
furnishings of carved wooden presider 
and server chairs, brushed-bronze altar 
candles, the altar cross, sanctuary lamp, 
and gorgeous, gold-leafed processional 
cross with silver corpus.  The font, now 
prominently featured, was carefully 
restored and refinished with patinaed 23kt 
gold leaf glaze.  

Renate, who thrives on painting, also 
enjoyed reviving our once semi-hidden 
statues of Mary and Joseph so they might 
take their places in the light of the new 
Sanctuary.  At her studio in Beechwood, 
Renate worked to first repair the two and 
then executed her magic in delicately 
hand-painting and gilding them.  The 
gorgeously-hued pieces are installed in 
the niches of the altar, backed by hand-
carved, glazed Lindenwood reliefs. 

All the new carvings, including the wood 
model for the tabernacle door, were 
designed by the Rohns and then carved 
in Ortisei, Italy by a wood carver whom 
Rudolf Rohn discovered over 40 years 
ago.  Now a master carver at a famed 
shop in Italy, Edmund has worked on 
countless projects with Rohn design.    

The bronze tabernacle door, designed 
by Rolf, was later cast, using the lost wax 
method, in one of the finest foundries in 
Europe, a 3rd generation family owned 
shop in Vincenza, Italy.  

Renate Rohn toiled many hours, getting 
the finer details just right with the 
Romanian husband and wife team of 
Julian and Victoria Christina.  Together, 
they applied gold-leaf and glazes on the 
angels relief, statuary and furnishings. 
Also, each original wooden station 
of the cross was harmonized with the 
rest of the interior by the addition of 
gold and bronze tones.  Julian was also 
instrumental in devising a solution for 
installing the multi-piece Holy Spirit relief 
sculpture, a daunting engineering feat, 
according to Renate.

One of Renate’s most poignant memories 
of the project, aside from creating 
the Angels relief, was working on the 
riveting Crucifix, taken from the entrance 
of LeGras and suspended above the 
Altar.  The original Corpus of Christ was 
salvaged, but a new, more substantial 
cross was made; the stain matched to 
that of the pews.  Renate then set herself 
to restoring the body of Christ.  She was 
deeply moved by the experience as she 
contemplated the profound physical 
and emotional suffering of Christ while 
carefully painting his bruised body and 
revivifying the colors of his torn flesh.  

This kind of real appreciation for the 
sacred, obsession with quality, and 
attention to the smallest of detail is 
what characterizes the work of Rohn & 
Associates Design as one of the finest 
liturgical design firms in the world.  When 
the pilgrims of St. Louise parish come 
to worship, they can rest assured that 
the hearts and souls of many artists and 
artisans from around the globe were 
poured out into every detail of our church 
in the earnest hope that Beauty might 
speak to all who reverently enter.
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Before mass, Bishop Zubik took the time to address the 
nearly 1,000 people assembled and explain to them the 
rich symbolism involved in the rites of anointing, incensing, 
covering, and lighting of the Altar.  After this, with the inspired 
accompaniment of the ministers of music, the truly beautiful 
and unique mass began.   

First, the people and the Altar were sprinkled with holy water, 
recalling Baptism, the necessary conditions for rising to new 
life in Christ and joining in the Eucharistic Sacrifice.  Following 
the Liturgy of the Word, the Bishop recalled in his homily the 
wise advice of a former sacristan to a nervous bride:  “Keep 
your eye on the One whom you are going to meet on the altar 
and you won’t trip”.  With the Crucifix suspended prominently 
above the Bishop’s head, this piece of advice was now readily 
appreciated by the congregation, still rapt in awe at the sight 
of its new sanctuary.

After the homily, the choir and assembly sang the Litany of 
Saints, calling upon the great pageant of Holy People who 
gather for the heavenly liturgy, to pray for the church and her 
people.  In the Prayer of Dedication, the Bishop invoked the 
Holy Spirit upon the Church and its new Altar so that it would 
be set apart as a holy place, for all time, where the baptized will 
gather to receive the Eucharist and where, upon the Altar, the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice will be made present.  

Next came a rite, poignant, memorable, and rich to the 
senses.   The Altar was anointed and so, consecrated.  The 
Bishop removed his chasuble and put a linen apron, or gremial, 
about his waist.  Carefully, he poured torrents of the highly 
fragrant Sacred Chrism (a mix of Balsam and olive oils) upon 
the Altar’s surface.  This anointing with chrism consecrated 
and established the Altar as a symbol of Christ the High Priest, 
anointed by the Father with the Holy Spirit.  The Altar is also 
symbol of Christ’s own body, his life poured out as a sacrificial 
offering for the salvation of all.  

The Shepherd of the Diocese poured the Oil of Chrism on 
all four corners and the center of the altar (the four corners 
and center are marked with crosses for the five wounds of 
Christ) and tenderly worked it into the marble surface.  This 
recalled the image of Christ’s body being lovingly anointed, 
prepared for burial, and commended to the Father.  Signifying 
the mystical link between the anointed Christ, His Church, her 
ordained priests and ministers, and all her members who die 
and rise with Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, the Chrism 
used is the same used for baptisms and ordinations.

In a dramatic gesture, Bishop Zubik then invited all in 
attendance to process forward and reverence the consecrated 
altar with a kiss.  This procession of the faithful was an 
emotional one for many as it signified their union with Christ in 
his passion, death, and resurrection by way of the sacramental 
life he instituted.  This gesture no doubt helped those present 
to have a more profound appreciation for the Altar and its 
manifold meanings.

In the Rite of Incensation of the Altar, heaps of fragrant 
Incense were burned in a brazier on the altar to signify Christ’s 
sacrifice offered up, pleasing and acceptable to God for our 
salvation.   The fragrance rises up to God, and the prayers, 
songs of praise, and sacrifices of the people gathered around 
the Altar rise up, too, ultimately to comingle with Christ’s 
self-offering. The choir sang out, in reference to the book of 
Revelation, “From the hand of the angel, clouds of incense 
rose in the presence of the Lord”. 

After the Altar was incensed by the Bishop, it was covered and 
prepared as a table because the sacrifice which was next to be 
enacted on the altar is also the heavenly banquet instituted by 
the Lamb Himself.  The Altar was then adorned with candles 
whose lively light symbolizes Christ as the Light of the World.

The Church, with great joy and anticipation, was now 
prepared to celebrate its first Eucharist in the newly renovated 
space, upon the consecrated Altar.  There, upon it, still 
fragrant from the anointing, Jesus Christ was made present for 
the first time.

As both Bishop Zubik and Fr. Mike noted, it was a happy 
instance of providence that the dedication would fall on 
Divine Mercy Sunday.  Christ made a special promise to St. 
Faustina of Poland that “all the divine floodgates through 
which graces flow” would be opened to anyone who 
approached him with a sincere heart on the first Sunday after 
Easter.  On this day, therefore, the Church celebrates the 
miraculous gift of Divine Mercy, the mercy which changed 
humanity’s destiny, from one which leads inexorably from sin 
to death to one which promises eternal life.   

Surely, the procession of the faithful, first to reverence Christ 
with a kiss of the consecrated altar, then to receive his Body 
and Blood, and finally, to reverence His presence in the 
glorious new Tabernacle, presented all who were present with 
the opportunity to seek out, and be absolutely drenched in, 
the flood of Divine Mercy which flowed on that blessed day in 
the life of the Parish.

ON APRIL THE SEVENTH, DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, THE PARISH OF ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC, 

ITS PASTOR, FR. MICHAEL CARIDI, PAROCHIAL VICAR, FR. JOHN NAUGLE, DEACONS BILL 

STRATHMANN, VICTOR SATTER, AND RICK TUCEK, AND MANY PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS 

WITH TREASURED CONNECTIONS TO THE PARISH, WITNESSED A CELEBRATION WHICH 

MOST CATHOLICS RARELY IF EVER EXPERIENCE.  WITH THE MOST REVEREND DAVID ZUBIK 

AS THE PRINCIPAL CELEBRANT, THE SOLEMN BLESSING AND DEDICATION OF THE ALTAR 

UNFOLDED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE FIRST MASS IN THE RENOVATED CHURCH.
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HISTORY
The campaign was initiated in 2008 with the following 
four major goals:

 PAY OFF THE PARISH DEBT OF APPROXIMATELY $700,000 

 RENOVATE THE SCHOOL CAFETERIA AND KITCHEN 

 RENOVATE THE CHURCH SANCTUARY AND INTERIOR

 ESTABLISH AN EMERGENCY FUND FOR FUTURE PROJECTS

In addition to the four major goals, there was a list of other 
projects included in the campaign such as the re-paving of 
the school parking lots, school library and science lab 
upgrades, rectory repairs, etc. Our appeal garnered $3.6 
million in pledges to be paid over the next several years. 
Astorino was chosen as the architect because of the 
substantial amount of church work they have done both 
locally and internationally, including the chapel in Rome 
where Pope Francis currently offers Mass every day.

The debt of $700,000 was paid off in 2009. In 2010, the 
school cafeteria and classroom renovations were completed. 
During this time, plans were being put together for the 
church which included a sanctuary design that had a 
crucifix, tabernacle and altar at its central axis, viewable to 
the entire congregation, and statues of Mary and Joseph 
that would be incorporated into the design.

The project went out to bid in the fall of 2012 and the 
project was awarded to the Mosites Construction 
Company. We offer a special thank you to parishioner 
Mark Edgar (Mosites) who has worked tirelessly to make 
sure that the project was completed on time and in a 
very professional manner.

Additional memorial opportunities were made available 
to parishioners in December 2012 and they were 
reserved very quickly.  At this time, only the Pulpit 
memorial remains available.

MOVING FORWARD
There are two key projects remaining for the Capital 
Campaign which include the repaving of the back 
parking lot and the establishment of an emergency 
fund. Both are very important projects that absolutely 
need to be completed. The parking lot also serves as the 
playground for school students and is in dire condition. 
The emergency fund will provide financial stability and 
support for the parish and school.

We thank you for your support and 
ask that you continue to pay on your 
existing capital campaign pledge or 
consider making a new pledge if you 
have not done so to date. We are 
very grateful to have the support of 
such wonderful parishioners. 

The Fullness of Faith…
Our Jubilee Vision  

With only six months remaining in our capital 
campaign, we would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the parishioners of St. Louise for their 
generosity. Great work has been done, but there 
are still projects remaining in the campaign. 
To complete the final projects, it is absolutely 
crucial that pledge payments continue to be 
made by all parishioners and that pledges be 
paid in full.  We thank you for your support.

NUMBER OF FAMILIES IN THE PARISH: 2,933

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLEDGES: 896

TOTAL PLEDGED: $3,685,460

TOTAL COLLECTED TO DATE: $3,228,778
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We believe that great design meets the 
deepest needs of the people who live, 
learn, heal, work, worship and play in 
the environments we create. 

It’s that simple.

A R C H I T E C T U R E    E N G I N E E R I N G    C O N S T R U C T I O N

Mosites Construction Company 
Proudly Sponsors

4839 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205         
(412) 923-2255     www.mosites.com 
For Additional Information Contact:
Mark Edgar – marke@mosites.com 

General Contractor/Construction Manager
Commercial New Construction, Additions and Interiors



Dear Friends of St. Louise:

Thank you for your ongoing support of St. Louise de Marillac School. We are blessed to have parents, parishioners, and 
community supporters like you whose participation in our initiatives helps make it possible for us to provide a high-quality, 
faith-based education to nearly 500 children at St. Louise.

One opportunity I hope you’ll consider for the 2013-2014 school year is corporate sponsorship as a Partner in Education. The 
wonderful thing about being a Partner in Education is that it not only helps our school, but also helps your business.  We offer 
four sponsorship levels which give your business exposure to St. Louise’s 3,000 parish and school families.

Please see the “Partners in Education Opportunities” sheet for details about each sponsorship level. If you would like to be 
a Partner in Education for the 2013-2014 school year, simply fill out the form below and return it to the school office or 
LeGras Parish Hall, Attention: Lisa Osterhaus.

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Osterhaus at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org or 412.833.1010. 
Thank you again for your support!

Sincerely,

Kenneth J. Klase
Principal

PARTNERS
IN EDUCATION
2013-2014 School Year Inspiring Tomorrow’s Leaders

310 MCMURRAY ROAD • UPPER ST. CLAIR, PA 15241 • PHONE: 412.835.0600 • FAX: 412.835.2898 • www.stlouiseschoolpa.org

 Yes! We would like to become a Partner in Education for St. Louise de Marillac School.

Please make checks payable to “St. Louise de Marillac School”, indicate corporate sponsor in the memo section of the check.

Mail this form along with your check to: St. Louise de Marillac School, 310 McMurray Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241, 
Attention: Lisa Osterhaus. You may also drop the form off at LeGras Parish Hall or at the School Office.

COMPANY NAME:

PHONE:

CONTACT NAME: EMAIL:

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL:

MAILING ADDRESS:
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Trojan Pride
Platinum Sponsor
$5,000

• Title sponsorship at all school fundraising events – 
Race for Education, Mardi Gras Gala, and Family 
Fish Fries (serving 1,200 people per week)

• Recognition in every Race for Education letter 
(over 5,000 letters sent)

• Full-page ad in the Mardi Gras Gala program

• Table tent on all tables at Family Fish Fries recognizing 
sponsorship and support of the school

• Name and logo on the school website, with a hyperlink 
to your company’s website

• Event signage and 10 complimentary tickets to the 
Men’s Fish Fry

• Full-page ad in the school directory, and Fall and 
Spring sports publications

• 4 tickets to the Mardi Gras Gala

• 2 direct marketing opportunities to all school families 

• Recognition as a Platinum Sponsor in the St. Louise 
Herald parish magazine (distributed semi-annually to 
over 2,800 families)

• Recognition as a Platinum Sponsor in an ad in the 
St. Louise weekly church bulletin for 12 months

Green & Gold Sponsor
$2,500
• Company name attached to all aspects of one event (Race for 

Education, Mardi Gras Gala, Family Fish Fry)

• Corporate name and logo on all printed materials for that event, 
including program, letters and poster at the event entrance

• Half-page ad in the school directory , Fall and Spring sports 
publication, and Mardi Gras Gala

• 1 direct marketing opportunity to all school families 

• 2 tickets to the Mardi Gras Gala

• Event signage and 5 complimentary tickets to the Men’s Fish Fry

• Recognition as a Gold Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald parish 
magazine (distributed semi-annually to over 2,800 families)

• Recognition as a Green & Gold Sponsor in an ad in St. Louise 
weekly church bulletin for 6 months

St. Louise Silver Sponsor - $1,000
• Company name and logo on poster/banner at the Mardi Gras Gala

• Half-page ad in the school directory

• Quarter-page ad in the Mardi Gras Gala program

• Listing of company as sponsor on the school website

• Recognition as a Silver Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald parish 
magazine (distributed semi-annually to over 2,800 families)

St. Louise Bronze Sponsor - $500
• Company name and logo on poster/banner at the Mardi Gras Gala

• Half-page ad in the school directory

• Recognition as a Silver Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald parish 
magazine (distributed semi-annually to over 2,800 families)

310 MCMURRAY ROAD • UPPER ST. CLAIR, PA 15241 • PHONE: 412.835.0600 • FAX: 412.835.2898 • www.stlouiseschoolpa.org

PARTNERS
IN EDUCATION
2013-2014 School Year Inspiring Tomorrow’s Leaders

31



32

BY  gReg FiNcHaM

Thank you to the St. Louise de Marillac Choir for enhancing our worship 
for various Sunday masses and special occasions, most notably the  
recent dedication of our new altar and renovated church!
As the choir winds down the 2012-2013 season, we are very much looking forward to next year and we 
invite you to be a part of our music program!  If you can carry a tune, then you are qualified to join the 
choir.  We will likely practice on Wednesday evenings next year, but other options will be available if that 
time is impossible for you.  If you would like to sing in the choir, then we will find a way to make it work 
for you!

Please enjoy the summer months and, if you have moment or two, pray about joining the choir and  
contact Music Director, Greg Fincham for more information.

Contact Music Director, Greg Fincham for more information      
(724.747.5877 or gfincham@stlouisedemarillac.org)

A Notable Group
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BY  catHeY SLUSS

On Saturday, April 6th the annual Diocesan cheerleading 
competition took place and the St. Louise cheerleaders 
performed to perfection. For the second year in a row, the JV 
Cheerleading Team won 1st place, and both the 4th grade non-
mount and Varsity cheer squads brought home a second place 
victory. We are so proud of all of the hard work, effort, and time 
the girls devoted to make it such a successful year.

Congratulations to all the cheerleaders!

Mrs. Testa, Cheer Coaches, and Parents

Cheering 
Champions

4th grade Non-Mount Cheerleaders:

Bella Carrick, Megan Chelli, Natalie Cortese, Colleen Ellsworth, 
Julia Gasiorowski, Kamy Harris, Ashleigh Kennelly, Katrina 
Koenig, Jennifer Kopec, Victoria Maentz, Therese Molyneaux, 
Abby Rach, Jenna Santa Lucia, Caelin Stefanov, Jeana Talerico, 
Lauren Weiss, Sofia Williams, McKenna Woolensack,   
Gia Zampetti

Diocesan 1st Place JV Cheerleaders

Bottom Row - Lucia Williams, Jacqueline Sluss, Sarah Fick, 
Alexis Riske, Jenna DiFranco, Madison Kentros, Ashlyn Stefanov

Middle Row - Emily Ploskina, Britain Start, Madison Rice, 
Jordan Weiss, Hannah Walter, Camryn Rice, Savannah 
LaFerriere

Top Row - Vanessa Peretin, Celine Blon, Lauren Guzowski, 
Jennifer Pitts, Shannon Rodgers, Grace Bodner, Amanda Weiss, 
Brouklin Alger, Alaina Cooper, Alexis Gohring, missing from 
photo Natalie Klein

Varsity Cheerleaders:

Samantha Bayer, Kelly Broring, Anna Butler, Clare Kovacs, Kalie 
Kuss, Caroline Lestitian, Megan Manion, Christine Mellick, 
Megan Nagy, Sydney Peretin, Rianna Piacquadio, Sarah Scalise, 
Bria Smith, Shayla Staley, Carina Stoll, Emma Stubgen, Rachel 
Sullivan, Alexis Taylor, Alanna Weiss, Kelly Werner

stl Jv cheerleading squad



Pastoral Associate Sister M. Faith Balawejder, C.S.S.F.
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BY  SiSteR M. FaitH BaLaweJdeR, c.S.S.F.

On any given day, anything can 
happen! Many things are planned 
and other things which are seemingly 
“interruptions” break into the day.  Does 
that sound familiar?  

It’s probably an apt description of family 
life or even of life in general, and it 
certainly describes my role as a Pastoral 
Associate for St. Louise de Marillac. 
In this role, as in life, I’ve found that 
perspective, prayer, and action make all 
the difference in whether we are just 
“doing things” that need to be done or 
whether we are “ministering” at home, 
at church, at school, in the office, or in 
the community.

My “job description” explains the role of 
the Pastoral Associate as a link between 
the priests and the social ministry 
programs and other necessary parish 
programs. My responsibilities include 
pastoral care of the elderly, homebound, 
hospitalized parishioners, and anyone 
else who requests help, as well as 
ministry to the bereaved.  To give you a 
better idea of what the role of Pastoral 
Associate entails, come along with me 
for a view of pastoral ministry at St. 
Louise over a typical week.  

Let me start by giving you the overall 
“ministry” perspective. I approach each 
day from the viewpoint that the Holy 
Spirit is in charge and I desire to listen 
and respond.  Everyone is a gift that God 
sends into my life.  Therefore, I need to 
pay attention, see the other person as 
significant, and help that person however 
I am able.  

A ViEW OF PASTORAL MiNiSTRY 
FROM THE EYES AND HEART

OF SiSTER FAiTH

To live by that perspective, I need to pray 
before interacting, in the midst of the 
situation, and in thanksgiving or greater 
petition after the encounter.  It may be a 
quick prayer of “Help,” “Lord, help me to 
see,” “What is this person really saying 
to me?” or “What does this person need 
from me?” In the book, The Practice of 
the Presence of God, Brother Lawrence 
summarizes the way I approach each 
day, saying,  “My God, since You are with 
me, and since it is Your will that I should 
apply my mind to these outward things, 
I pray that You will give me the grace to 
remain with You and keep company with 
You.  But so that my work may be better, 
Lord, work with me; receive my work and 
possess all my affections.”

Are you ready for some action? Here’s a 
typical Monday in the office:

7:45 a.m. - I walk into the office and 
check my phone messages. A friend of a 
parishioner who has been ill has called 
to let me know that the parishioner has 
been transferred from the hospital to a 
rehab center and leaves the room number.  
Another parishioner has called to say she 
has baby boy clothes in size 12-18 months 
available if someone needs them.  

8:05 a.m. – The parish staff gathers in the 
main office for a brief morning prayer – 
scripture, intercessions, personal petitions, 
and a blessing. 

8:15 a.m. - While checking and responding 
to my email, I receive a phone call from a 
woman asking for some food.  I ask a few 
questions about her situation, see if she 
has other needs, and sense that a prayer 
might be appropriate over the phone.  

9:00 a.m. – I serve as a lector at Mass. 

9:45 a.m. – After the liturgy, I ask a woman 
how her husband is doing.  Then, I make 
a referral to the Ladies of Charity to take 
care of the food needs of the woman who 
called earlier that morning.  I also go to 
the Clothing Closet in LeGras Parish Center 
to check for appropriate sizes of clothing 
for her.  I leave a note in the closet for a 
parishioner who sorts the clothes (often 
once a week or more) – as she sorts, she 
puts aside some clothing that fits the 
needs described.  Items in the Clothing 
Closet go to Pride, Michael’s Place, the 
homeless, and others in need. 

10:45 a.m. – A call comes in.  We now 
have a funeral scheduled.  

f
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12:00 p.m. – Another call comes in.  We 
have another funeral.  

1:15 p.m. – I call the next of kin to 
express my sympathy, to inquire about 
their loved ones, to inform them about 
our funeral planning book, which they 
will be receiving, and to set up a day and 
time to meet with them in person.  

2:00 p.m. – A family arrives to plan the 
funeral of a loved one.  (The bereaved 
sometimes come alone; others come with 
many family members.  Some have the 
whole planning sheet filled out already; 
others struggle with each decision.)  I 
let them know that I am there to help 
them plan the Mass of Christian Burial 
and to make the process as simple as 
possible for them.  I assure them that 
I will be there to lead the way for their 
participation in the liturgy.  I also speak 
about the grieving process and give them 
a booklet about it.  I explain to them 
that, for the vigil at the funeral home, 
I will work with the Ladies of Charity to 
help make it a beautiful service.  I also 
tell them that, at the funeral mass, I will 
meet and greet the readers and help to 
put them at ease; hand the gifts of bread 
and wine to those who will present them 
to the priest;  signal when to sit, kneel, or 
stand, as needed; and stand in prayerful 
solidarity with them.  (After each funeral, 
I try to stay connected with an occasional 
call, a letter informing the bereaved of 
support groups in the area, or a card 
sent either by me or by members of the 
bereavement ministry.)

3:15 – Visits/Communion calls at a local 
skilled care facility.

On Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 
I’m often at the Grand Residence. On 
Tuesdays, I either lead or support a team 
member in Bible Study based on the 
Sunday readings. Sometimes, we add a 
song or two to spice up the Bible Study. 
On Thursdays, I might have a communion 
service and then visit individual 
apartments to give Holy Communion.

What I delight in most is visiting 
the homebound in their homes or 
various institutions and bringing Holy 
Communion to them. Some are so eager 
to share about themselves and people in 
their lives, and they are always interested 
to hear about what’s going on at St. 

Louise.  Others are unable to speak much 
and will soon be on their way to heaven.  
They may receive only a very tiny 
piece of the host or a simple blessing.  
Recently, I was deeply touched by a man 
with a beautiful smile on his face who 
simply waved goodbye as I left.  It was his 
last gesture, his wife later told me.  What 
a privilege to bring Jesus to others!

The unplanned often happens.  Someone 
may come to the office and say, “I need 
to talk to a priest or sister,” and I’ll 
get a call from the main office and go 

to greet the person.  I’ll welcome the 
person into my office and ask about his 
situation.  I’ll listen intently as he speaks 
of his pain, his inability to cope.  I’ll ask 
some questions to better understand 
the whole situation.  I’ll ask about what 
he has already done to improve the 
situation.  I’ll feed back what I have 
heard, ask for clarification, state what I 
may have noticed as he spoke, and offer 
some perspective.  I may ask about how 
God fits into this picture.  Sometimes, I’ll 
sense that the person has gained some 
new insights.  Sometimes, I’ll sense that 
the person still needs to think about 
what we have discussed.  Sometimes, 
the person’s pain is still very acute but 

there may be just a tiny bit of peace after 
we have talked.  I always try to conclude 
with a prayer, incorporating what I 
have heard and asking God’s support 
and blessing on the person and others 
involved.  Often in the midst of listening 
to the person, I’ll ask God for His help 
right then and there.  I’ll offer my quiet 
thanks to God after the person has left, 
knowing that I am only His instrument. I 
use my gifts and the Holy Spirit leads.

I see my role as Pastoral Associate as a 
connector in many ways.  Someone may 

need a ride to work or to the doctor’s 
office and I’ll make a few calls or ask a 
few people personally.  I’ll make a need 
known in the bulletin and someone will 
respond.  I’ll remind parishioners about 
an upcoming event after the 9:00 Mass 
and encourage attendance.  But I can 
only connect because so many are willing 
to participate, to minister.  

St. Theresa reminds us that God has 
no hands, no feet, and no arms but 
ours today.  I encourage you to be a 
“minister” at home, at church, at work, 
in school, and in the neighborhood. It’s a 
God person who loves.
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TEACHER
SPOTLiGHT

ZEE ANN POERiO

BY  VaNeSSa LaFERRIERE

With a passion for technology and a 
seemingly endless supply of creative 
energy, Zee Ann Poerio never ceases to 
find fresh ways to incorporate technology 
into everyday student life at St. Louise 
– from producing virtual Stations of the 
Cross during Lent to live streaming the 
morning announcements. 

Once she has an idea, she turns it into 
a learning experience for her students. 
“Mrs. Poerio has incorporated project-
based learning (PBL) as part of the 
computer curriculum at St. Louise,” 
says St. Louise’s principal, Kenneth 
Klase. “These activities are designed to 
answer a question or solve a problem 
and generally reflect the types of work 
people do in the everyday world outside 
the classroom.” 

One example is the Student Technology 
Team, comprised of students in grades 
5 through 8, which runs like a news 
network. An AV/Tech Team, Student 
Anchors, and a Morning Crew have 
all been working together each week 
since January 2012 to produce the 
morning announcements via live stream 
broadcast with support from VIVO Live of 
Pittsburgh. 

“I tell everyone that this is 
the most exciting time to be a 
teacher… and a student,” Mrs. 
Poerio explains. “There are so 
many ways to use technology 
in the classroom and there just 
aren’t enough hours in the day 
for me.”

Mrs. Poerio has had a passion for 
teaching for as long as she can 
remember. “I had a baby book when I 
was growing up and each year there was 
a space for a question about what you 
wanted to be when you grew up,” she 
explains. “I always answered, ‘a teacher.’ ”

She attributes her early interest in 
teaching to the high priority her parents 
placed on education. Her father’s parents 
had immigrated to the United States 
from Italy and spoke only Italian. “He 
always told us about the teacher who 
took the time to work with him and help 
him learn English,” Mrs. Poerio recalls. 
“He was the first in his family to go to 
college and he earned a full academic 
scholarship.” 

It’s not surprising that Mrs. Poerio’s 
sister, Rosemary Penderville, also 
became a teacher.  She now teaches 
Junior High English and Reading at 
St. Louise. “As children, we had an 
‘imaginary line’ drawn down the middle 
of our room to set the boundary of our 
territory,” Mrs. Poerio laughs. “Now, we 
finally have our own rooms across the 
hall from each other and I don’t have to 
worry about her touching my stuff!”

Teaching at a Catholic school is a natural 
fit for Mrs. Poerio, who attended Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Burgettstown, PA.  
When she and her husband, James, were 
raising their own sons, they sent them 
to St. Louise and then to Seton-LaSalle 
Catholic High School. Their older son, 
Tony, has since graduated from Penn 
State University and works for a media 
advertising agency in New York City. 
Their younger son, Dominic is majoring in 
Biochemistry and Film at Penn State. 

“Mrs. Poerio’s dedication to Catholic 
education and her faith is apparent in 
all that she does for both her students 
and colleagues,” says Mr. Klase. “She is 
caring, loving, nurturing, and brings a 
love of teaching into her classroom.”

STL technology teacher, Zee Ann Poerio
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STL technology teacher, Zee Ann Poerio

“I love that Jesus is part of our lives in 
the classrooms, in the halls, and on the 
playground,” Mrs. Poerio explains. “It’s 
a gift to be able to share your faith with 
your students.” 

After graduating from high school, Mrs. 
Poerio majored in Art and Education 
at Washington and Jefferson College in 
Washington, PA. She went on to get her 
Elementary Certification at the University 
of Pittsburgh and worked as a substitute 
teacher, but put her career on hold to 
raise her sons. Sixteen years ago, when 
both were in school at St. Louise, she 
was hired as a fifth grade teacher. “It was 
my first full-time teaching position!” she 
says. 

As the world has become increasingly 
high-tech, she has worked to ensure 
that her students are prepared to 
participate in it as digital citizens. “I 
have joined local, state, and national 

technology organizations, participate in 
webinars, present at conferences, and 
collaborate with other teachers all over 
the country,” she says. She has begun 
using educational robotics at St. Louise 
and serves as a teacher ambassador for 
the Robotics Institute at Carnegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh. 

In addition to sharing her knowledge of 
the digital world, Mrs. Poerio has also 
found ways to share her passion for the 
ancient world. She is the advisor for 
the Latin Club, which helps students in 
grades 5-8 explore the history, language, 
art, culture, and mythology of the 

5 Things That May Surprise 
You about Mrs. Poerio

1. She played Peter Pan in her high 
school musical and got to fly!

2. She attended Washington &  
Jefferson College on a full  
scholarship.

3. She co-authored a book,  
A Griffin in Her Desk, an intro-
duction to the study of ancient 
coins, mythology, and Latin.  
(See www.mrsmoneta.com  
for more info.)

4. St. Louise 7th grade teacher, 
Mrs. Rosemary Penderville,  
is her sister.

5. Photography is her favorite 
hobby.

ancient Romans.  Ten years ago, she 
started the Ancient Coin Museum at St. 
Louise, which was recognized with a Best 
Buy Teach™ Award and now serves as 
the model for ancient coin museums in 
schools across the country.

Mrs. Poerio has even co-authored a book 
with James R. Clifford called A Griffin in 
Her Desk, which introduces the study 
of ancient coins, mythology, and Latin. 
(See www.mrsmoneta.com for additional 
information.)

This summer, you’re not likely to find 
Mrs. Poerio on the beach. Instead, she 
will continue to challenge herself:  “I 
am working with the American Classical 
League to launch a pilot program for 
Classics Clubs as a way for schools to 
introduce Classics at the elementary and 
middle school levels.”

Awards & Accomplishments

Mrs. Poerio has received several 
teaching awards, including:

•	 Golden Apple Award for  
Excellence in Teaching from the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh, 2002

•	 Arthur Patch McKinlay   
Scholarship from The American  
Classical League, 2003

•	 Harlan J. Berk Award for  
Teacher Excellence, 2004

•	 Friend of Numismatics Award 
from the Ancient Coin   
Collector’s Guilde, 2005

•	 Best Buy Teach Award™, 2007

She also serves on several   
non-profit boards, including:

•	 Chair, Committee for Latin in 
Elementary Schools, National 
Committee for Latin & Greek

•	 Classics Club Chair, Excellence 
Through Classics: Elementary/
Middle Levels, The American 
Classical League

•	 Board of Directors, Ancient Coins 
for Education

•	 Education and Youth Services 
Task Force, Ancient Coin  

Collectors Guild

James R. Clifford and Zee Ann Poerio at Whitman Coin Show in Philadelphia.

St. Louise students in computer lab with Mrs. Poerio
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Share Parish
     Program
Each year at this time, all parishes in 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh participate 
in what is known as the Parish Share 
Program (PSP),the annual fundraising 
campaign for the Diocese.
As you may recall, the proceeds raised through the 
PSP go to support the initiatives of Bishop Zubik 
and an array of programs and ministries that 
benefit all of us as well as the broader community. 
For example, monies raised through the PSP go 
to provide chaplains and pastoral services for 
hospitals, universities and prisons; educate 
seminarians and permanent deacon candidates; 
provide funding for the diocesan Marriage Tribunal 
and many other social outreach programs such as 
the free health clinic run by Catholic Charities.

This year our parish has been assessed $195,000 for 
the PSP and this amount is due to the Diocese by the 
end of next January. If we don’t raise the necessary 
funds to pay off our assessment, then we will be 
forced to take money out of our own regular operating 
accounts here in the parish, thus negatively 
impacting the many good things we are trying to do 
in our own parish, school and CCD programs.

In order to reach our assessed amount, we are 
asking that each family in the parish prayerfully 
consider pledging $325 to this year’s PSP. 
However, if that amount is not feasible for you, 
any contribution to this important program will 
be greatly appreciated and help us to meet our 
obligation to the Diocese.

Attached is a 2013 pledge card. Please fill it out and 
return both the “Parish” and “Diocese” copies to the 
Parish Office. We offer several payment options:

If you wish to make a full or partial payment, you 
can include a check payable to “St. Louise de 
Marillac Parish.”

If you would like to make monthly payments, you 
will receive monthly reminders by mail.

If you use Faith Direct, you may call them at 
1.866.507.8757 to arrange your pledge or do so 
through their website at www.faithdirect.net.  
Our parish code is PA27.

For over 50 years, the Diocese of Pittsburgh has 
relied on the stewardship of the parishioners 
of Saint Louise de Marillac to support essential 
ministries that have a real impact on the people of 
our region. We should be proud of the help we’ve 
been able to provide in the past and grateful for 
the blessings of God that make such generosity 
possible into the future.

REPORT COPY

PARISH SHARE 2013 | DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

MY GIFT TO MY PARISH TO HELP MEET ITS SHARE IS

AMOUNT OF GIFT/PLEDGE $

AMOUNT GIVEN NOW $

REMAINING $

Also please send information about:

 Remembering the church in my/our will.

 Establishing an individual/family endowment of life-income plan.

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARISH

SIGNATURE:

PARISH COPY

PARISH SHARE 2013 | DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH
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 Establishing an individual/family endowment of life-income plan.

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARISH
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As each one has  
received a gift,  

use it to serve one  
another, as good  
stewards of God’s  

varied grace.

(1 Peter 4:10)
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Share Parish
     Program
Each year at this time, all parishes in 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh participate 
in what is known as the Parish Share 
Program (PSP),the annual fundraising 
campaign for the Diocese.
As you may recall, the proceeds raised through the 
PSP go to support the initiatives of Bishop Zubik 
and an array of programs and ministries that 
benefit all of us as well as the broader community. 
For example, monies raised through the PSP go 
to provide chaplains and pastoral services for 
hospitals, universities and prisons; educate 
seminarians and permanent deacon candidates; 
provide funding for the diocesan Marriage Tribunal 
and many other social outreach programs such as 
the free health clinic run by Catholic Charities.

This year our parish has been assessed $195,000 for 
the PSP and this amount is due to the Diocese by the 
end of next January. If we don’t raise the necessary 
funds to pay off our assessment, then we will be 
forced to take money out of our own regular operating 
accounts here in the parish, thus negatively 
impacting the many good things we are trying to do 
in our own parish, school and CCD programs.

In order to reach our assessed amount, we are 
asking that each family in the parish prayerfully 
consider pledging $325 to this year’s PSP. 
However, if that amount is not feasible for you, 
any contribution to this important program will 
be greatly appreciated and help us to meet our 
obligation to the Diocese.

Attached is a 2013 pledge card. Please fill it out and 
return both the “Parish” and “Diocese” copies to the 
Parish Office. We offer several payment options:

If you wish to make a full or partial payment, you 
can include a check payable to “St. Louise de 
Marillac Parish.”

If you would like to make monthly payments, you 
will receive monthly reminders by mail.

If you use Faith Direct, you may call them at 
1.866.507.8757 to arrange your pledge or do so 
through their website at www.faithdirect.net.  
Our parish code is PA27.

For over 50 years, the Diocese of Pittsburgh has 
relied on the stewardship of the parishioners 
of Saint Louise de Marillac to support essential 
ministries that have a real impact on the people of 
our region. We should be proud of the help we’ve 
been able to provide in the past and grateful for 
the blessings of God that make such generosity 
possible into the future.
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shArinG THE FAith
BY teRRY KiSH

With over 850 students in St. Louise de Marillac’s CCD 
program, educating the next generation of faithful 
Catholics is no small job. Fortunately, St. Louise Director 
of Religious Education Lynn Lachut has a dedicated group 
of volunteer catechists and aides who are up for the 
challenge.

With the exception of second grade, when students are 
preparing for the sacraments of Reconciliation and First 
Holy Communion, and eighth grade, when students are 
preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation, parishioners 
with children attending public schools have two options 
for religious education:  a traditional classroom setting or 
a home-school option. Approximately 150 students were 
home-schooled for CCD this past year, while more than 
850 opted for the traditional classroom setting, attending 
classes on Monday, Wednesday, or Thursday. Each week, 
54 volunteer catechists spent many hours outside of 
class preparing for the almost two hours they spent in the 
classroom with the students. 

The catechists at St. Louise have an average of 15 years of 
experience teaching CCD, and 34 of them – the majority – have no children in the program. Assisting many of the teachers are 
14 adult aides, as well 28 teen aides in grades 8 through 12. Most of the teen CCD aides have been assisting for four years, giving 
1,100 hours of service a year. Their volunteer hours are used toward requirements for Medallion Ball, National Honor Society, 
International Baccalaureate, and work and college references. 

In addition to textbooks, the program also provides parent guides for Reconciliation and for Confirmation that have been prepared 
specifically for St. Louise. In sixth grade, students participate in a Seder Service and visit a local temple to learn more about the 
Jewish religion and its ties to Christianity. With over 150 students in each of the Sacramental grades, there are three Communion 
Masses and two Confirmations each year, allowing for full participation by friends and families.

Why does this small army of catechists volunteer, often year after year, to teach our youth? “I feel like I got a lot from St. Louise,” 
says Kathleen McGarvey, who has been a second grade CCD teacher for eight years. “I’ve been a member of the parish since I was 
four, and I attended St. Louise School for eight years, so I wanted to give back.”

McGarvey says she feels very blessed to be able to share her faith with the kids and have them share their faith with her. “It’s very 
rewarding,” she explains. “I think I learn more about faith from them than they do from me.”

Randy Goodlett, who teaches seventh grade CCD, has been teaching in the program for five years. He says that when his daughter 
was Confirmed, she noted that her dad was not. Goodlett took the steps necessary to receive the sacrament and was Confirmed 
at age 55. “When you get Confirmed and receive the Holy Spirit at 55, it rocks your life,” he says. “I was looking for things to do for 
the Lord. They needed CCD teachers, so I jumped in.”

“I love when kids get it,” Goodlett explains. ”That God is real. God is alive.” 

Front row - Alex Molinaro, Sean Puskar, Kyle Meinert, Casey Lentz, Brett Moore; 
Back row - Gianna Guarino, Katie Phillips, Julia Conlon, Chelsea Hallman, 
Casey Bruchwalski, Angela Coyle

After over 15 years of service, religious education secretaries Karen Korpiel and Bev Bauer 
have decided to retire.  We offer a special thank you to both of them for their hard work and 
dedication to st. Louise de Marillac and the ccD families over the years.
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LEAVE A 
LAstinG LeGAcY 
AT ST. LOuiSE DE 
MARiLLAC….  

BY LiSa OSteRHaUS

What if you could provide a child with 
a Catholic education who would not be 
able to afford it otherwise?  What if you could help the 
parish to fund programs and ministries to help those in need in our community and 
abroad?  What if you could make a significant difference in the lives of others and 
leave your mark on St. Louise for years to come?  

Planned giving provides a donor with the unique opportunity 
to make a gift to St. Louise de Marillac Church or School.  
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Through planned giving, a donor can leave money or assets to 
the Church or School at his or her death, or invest money so 
that the donor receives benefits during his or her life and then 
bequeaths the remaining funds to the Church or School.

A variety of different types of assets can be utilized to make a 
planned gift including:

•	 Cash

•	 Appreciated marketable securities

•	 Qualified retirement account assets

•	 Real Estate

•	 Insurance policies

•	 Tangible assets

•	 Business interests

Planned giving can be adapted to each donor’s needs and 
integrates personal, financial, and estate planning goals with 
lifetime or testamentary charitable giving.

The incentives a donor has in making a planned gift include:

•	 Increasing income

•	 Reducing income and/or estate taxes;

•	 Avoiding or reducing capital gain tax;

•	 Passing on assets to family at a reduced  
tax cost; and

•	 Making a significant difference in the lives 
of those who will benefit from the   
contribution

By donating to St. Louise through planned giving, you can make a difference.  For more information on leaving a legacy at St. Louise, 
please contact Lisa Osterhaus at 412.833.1010 or losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org. 

Since St. Louise de Marillac Parish is a non-profit organization recognized by the Internal Revenue Service, donors may receive a tax benefit by 
making a gift to the organization.  Please consult your tax advisor for specific advantages.  This is not intended as, nor is it substitute for, legal advice.  

wpahs.org

Primary Care South
Accepting New Patients

Please contact staff regarding Tuesday evening 
appointments, Saturday morning appointments, or 
early morning weekday appointments. 

We offer the convenience and flexibility to meet your 
demanding schedule. 

Providing excellent personalized healthcare for those 
in the Canonsburg, McMurray, Peters Township, 
 Upper St. Clair, and the surrounding areas.

Gateway Bank Building
3402Washington Road, Suite 301
McMurray, PA 15317
724.941.2018 (phone)
724.941.2093 (fax)

Colleen E. Murphy, DO 
William P. Coyle, MD  

Marcie Houser, RN, MSN, CRNP
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B O U R B O N  S T R E E T  S P O N S O R B A S I N  S T R E E T  S P O N S O R H U R R I C A N E  S P O N S O R

L I V E  A U C T I O N  S P O N S O R

The Cortese
Family

G R A N D  R A F F L E  S P O N S O R S

Faith…Knowledge…Discipline                                     Inspiring Tomorrow’s Leaders

We are proud to announce that the Mardi Gras Gala raised over

for the school. Your kindness and generosity help to ensure  the continued success of our school. 

Many Blessings, Nicki Woolensack and Megan West, 2013 Mardi Gras Gala Chairpersons

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  M A R D I  G R A S  G A L A  S P O N S O R S :

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  P L A T I N U M  P A R T N E R S  I N  E D U C A T I O N :



Visit us at www.facebook.com/stlouisecatholicschool 
and “like” our page!  Spread the word.  We would like to get as many 
parents and alumni as possible. Thank you for your continued support!

Don’t have a Faith Direct account? Scan this QR Code with your iPhone or iPad to enroll 
today. You can also enroll online by visiting www.faithdirect.net and use our church 
code, PA27, or pick up an enrollment form from the parish office to get started!

DOWNLOAD TODAY!
Our new mobile app gives donors exactly what you’re 
looking for: An eGiving program that you can manage 
wherever you are, whenever you want.

Requirements: Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later. *Due to Apple iTunes restrictions on 
charitable donations, the Faith Direct iPhone app is only available for download from Faith Direct.

• Manage your recurring gifts. 

• Make live real time gifts.

• Update personal information. 

• Manage your payment information.

• Add additional organizations to your account. 

• View your giving schedules & complete history.

• Contact Faith Direct to Request Offertory Cards 
 or regarding any questions about your account.

• Starting this month, so that you may continue 
 to place something in the basket, the offertory
 envelopes will include an area for you to indicate 
 that you have given electronically.

USING THE FAITH DIRECT iPHONE APP DONORS CAN:



St. Louise de Marillac Parish
320 McMurray Road   Pittsburgh, PA 15241
412.833.1010   www.stlouisedemarillac.org


